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F OR W AR D

MOS T  MEN seem to spend their  lives  wor rying about the pas t, 
complaining of the present, and trembling for  the future.

T he author  of this  book presents  to you the Wonder  Man of all ages , 
who said in the long ago, “And I , if I  be lifted up from the ear th, will draw 
all men unto Me.”  John 12: 32.  He can adequately care for  the pas t.  He 
as sures  us  of help for  today and hope for  tomor row. T o all who may be 
downcas t  and discouraged we extend the invitation to Look Up to Him 
and begin to really live.                                                       L. C. Naden.

K E E P  L OOK I NG U P !

L ike millions  of other  boys , the son of Mr . and Mrs . Virgil B rock had 
j us t been called overseas  to face the dark, dangerous  days  of war .  T he 
hear ts  of the family were heavy.  S hor tly after , the father  of the soldier -
son noticed a motto on the wall of his  minis ter ’s  s tudy.  I t read, “Keep 
Looking Up!”  I t was  like a message from heaven.  Returning home, he 
and his  wife wrote this  lovely gospel song.

Life has  its  j oys  and sor rows , too,
S ometimes  the mis ts  will hide our  view;
I f we would hope and s trength renew,

T here’s  j us t one thing to do:

Refrain:
Keep looking up, thy God is  s till the same today,

Keep looking up, He will not fail thee, come what may;
Keep looking up, the darkes t cloud will roll away,

S o do not doubt, but keep looking up!

When darkened clouds  have filled your  s ky,
And faithles s  fr iends  have passed you by;

When prone to doubt or  reason why,
T here’s  j us t one thing to do:

S o when your  faith is  sorely tr ied,
And earnes t prayers  have been denied;

Whene’er  you need a faithful guide,
T here’s  j us t one thing to do:

-  Virgil P. Brock.

P R E F ACE



E VERY BOOK is  more or  les s  a picture of its  author .  He reveals  
himself in every page.  We seem to see him looking out between the 
words .  T hat is  one reason why I  like this  book.  I t is  evidently wr itten by 
one who is  himself at peace with God and has  found in Holy S cr ipture the 
answer  to life’s  great ques tions , How can a man find peace in a wor ld of 
unres t? How can he be at peace with mankind, with the wor ld, and with 
God?

From beginning to end, the author  presents  Chr is t as  the only hope 
of man and his  civilization -  but the glor ious ly sufficient hope.  He 
buttres ses  every s tatement with plain and clear  quotations  from Holy 
S cr ipture, and he climaxes  every chapter  with a prayer .  T hese eleven 
prayers  will br ing bles s ing to every reader .

Multitudes  today have forgotten how to pray, and the earnes t 
prayers  recorded in this  book cons titute one of its  greates t attractions .

T he author  is  s trong and clear  on salvation by faith alone, and on 
j us tification through the atoning sacr ifice of Chr is t.  He exalts  the life of 
obedience and sanctification.  He shows  us  that every man has  a place to 
hide in this  time of wor ld trouble, if he will seek it.

T he book reveals  the bles sed hope of our  Lord’s  return.  Along with 
this  are the two great doctr ines  and holy truths  -  the cros s  of Chr is t and 
His  second coming.  T hey illuminate every chapter .

T he chapter  entitled, “S olace for  the S or rowing,” is  well wor th the 
pr ice of the book for  those who are troubled or  who have los t loved ones .  
I t leaves  no doubt at all that there is  to be life after  death, and that the 
holy resur rection promised by Chr is t is  not far  in the future.

He descr ibes  the second coming of Chr is t in B iblical terms , and 
pictures  the wor ld and man in the light of it.  He shows  what would 
happen to us  all if the second coming of Chr is t should not take place.

Las t of all, he makes  heaven real -  the Paradise home that has  
been prepared for  the redeemed.  I t is  a mos t thr illing picture, and one 
that will never  be forgotten.

T he author ’s  obj ect is  to uplift Jesus  before us  all, as  the Redeemer  
and Res torer  of the wor ld.  He invites  the discouraged, the troubled, and 
in fact all s inners  to look by faith to Jesus  as  the Redeemer , dying for  man 
upon the cros s , and as  the Lord of life soon coming in the clouds  of 
heaven.  I n this  way all may look up and live.          H. M. S . RI CHARDS .
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L E ADE R  T H E  W OR L D NE E DS  MOS T

D URI NG the las t wor ld war , when Hitler ’s  troops  were over - running 
Europe, a young German lad is  repor ted to have said:  “Hitler  has  become 
so big, and Jesus  Chr is t so small.”  But Hitler s  come and  go, and Chr is t  
goes  on forever .

He alone of all the sons  of men has  been able to cros s  the bounds  
of nationality, cas te, and society.  Men have not forgotten His  vis it to the 
wor ld near ly 2,000 years  ago.  He is  s till adored by great and small, r ich 
and poor , throughout the wor ld.  S ongs  of love and fidelity honour  His  
name.  I n scores  of languages , daily prayers  ascend to Him from the lips  
of millions  who would rather  die than dishonour  His  holy name.  S hor tly 
before His  death on the cros s , He prophes ied that His  name would be 
preached in all the wor ld.  (Matthew 24: 14).  T oday we witnes s  the 
fulfillment of this  prophecy.

He pos ses sed neither  wealth nor  influence.  His  relatives  were 
inconspicuous  and uninfluential, yet in infancy He s tar tled a king.  I n 
childhood He puzzled theologians .  I n manhood He ruled the course of 
nature, walked upon the billows  as  if they were pavements , and hushed 
the sea to s leep.

He healed the multitudes  without medicine and without money.
He never  wrote a book, yet all the librar ies  in the wor ld contain 

number les s  books  that have been wr itten about Him.
He never  wrote a song, yet He furnished the theme for  countles s  

hymns  and sublime orator ies .
He never  founded a collage, but all the schools  in the wor ld cannot 

boas t of having as  many s tudents .
He never  marshalled an army, drafted a soldier , or  fired a gun, yet 

no leader  ever  had more volunteers .
Every seventh day multitudes  wend their  way to houses  of worship 

to pay Him homage and respect.  T he names  of great s tatesmen are soon 
forgotten, but the name of this  Man is  known in every land on ear th.  
T hough nineteen hundred years  separate this  generation from His  



crucifix ion, He s till lives .  Herod could not kill Him.  Death could not 
des troy Him.  T he grave could not hold Him.  As  another  has  said, “He 
s tands  for th upon the highes t pinnacle of heavenly glory, proclaimed of 
God, acknowledged by angels , adored by saints , and feared by devils , as  
the living, personal Chr is t, our  Lord and S aviour .”

T he name of Jesus  fits  into every language of the ear th.  I t needs  
no trans lation.  I t seems  as  if His  name were meant to be on every man’s  
lips .

“Jesus ,” oh, how sweet the name!
“Jesus ,” every day the same;
“Jesus ,” let all saints  proclaim

I ts  wor thy praise for  ever .
-  W. C. MART I N.

Dr . Gordon tells  how he at one time gave his  little boy a j ig- saw 
puzzle-map of the United S tates  to put together .  S urpr ised at how quickly 
the little fellow accomplished this  task, he asked him how he had done it.  
S miling, the boy turned the map over  and showed his  father  a large 
picture of Uncle S am on the oppos ite s ide.  He had j us t put the man 
together , and in so doing had quickly solved the puzzle.  L ikewise, the 
bes t way to unders tand the B ible and piece together  those por tions  that 
are difficult to unders tand, is  to s tudy them in the light of Chr is t and His  
exper ience.

No one can find a satis factory answer  to the puzzle of life without 
Chr is t.  Without Him life is  meaningles s .  With Him everything fits  into a 
pattern that can be readily discerned.

Jesus  said to His  followers  in the long ago, “Let not your  hear t be 
troubled:  ye believe in God, believe also in Me.”  John 14: 1.  T hese words  
were spoken to men who were saddened at the thought of His  impending 
departure.  T hey had seen Him provide food for  the hungry.  T hey had 
witnes sed His  miracles  of healing.  T hey had seen Him raise people from 
the dead.  T hey loved Him dear ly, and were deeply dis tres sed at the 
thought of being par ted from Him.

No one is  happy at the thought of par tings .  A br ief vis it to an 
airpor t, a railway s tation, or  a whar f is  proof of that.  Nothing s tir s  the 
emotions  more then the realization that someone whom we dear ly love is  
s lipping from us  into the unknown.

Jesus  brought peace to the disciples ’ troubled hear ts  by revealing 
something to them about the after life.  He made it real.  He spoke of a 
real heaven and a prepared place.  “I n My Father ’s  house are many 
mans ions ,” He as sured them.  “I  go to prepare a place for  you.  And if I  
go and prepare a place for  you, I  will come again, and receive you unto 
Myself;  that where I  am, there ye mat be also.”  John 14: 2, 3.  T he 
thought of a reunion with loved ones , of real homes  and eternal 
happines s , is  thr illing indeed.

How do we get there?  “Follow Me,” He says , “I  am the way, the 
truth, and the life.”  He is  the way from doubt to cer tainty.  He is  the way 
from ear th to heaven, and He is  the way from man to God.  He can show 
us  the way through the dark tunnel of the tomb, clear  through till we 
emerge on the other  s ide, out under  the blue skies  of eternity.

I  like to think of Lazarus .  T he S cr iptures  record that when Jesus  



reached the village of Bethany, Lazarus  had already lain in the tomb four  
days  and his  body had begun to decompose.  Jesus  s tood before that 
tomb and uttered j us t three words , “Lazarus , come for th!” and Lazarus  
answered the call of the Life-giver .  What He did for  Lazarus  and others  
He will do for  you and me if we have faith in Him.

Jesus  was  no ordinary man.  He was  God in the flesh.  He 
demons trated this  by His  miracles , His  works , His  wonder ful sayings , and 
by the things  He didn’t do.  He never  uttered a word that He had to take 
back.  He never  showed any personal fear .  He never  made a mis take, 
and He never  confes sed a s in.  Why?  Because the S cr iptures  declare:  “I n 
Him is  no s in.”  1 John 3: 5.  “Who did no s in, neither  was  guile found in 
His  mouth.” 1 Peter  2: 22.  “For  He hath made Him to be s in for  us , who 
knew no s in;  that we might be made the r ighteousnes s  of God in Him.” 2 
Cor inthians  5: 21.

T his  wonder ful man as sures  His  followers  that He will answer  their  
prayers . (John 14: 12-14).  Fur thermore, He reminds  us  of our  need of the 
presence of the Holy S pir it in our  lives  to convict us  of s in, to guide us  in 
the way of eternal life, and to remind us  of the precious  promises  He has  
made to all who do His  will.   He has  made it pos s ible for  the Holy S pir it to 
be with His  people in all the wor ld, comfor ting and guiding and bles s ing 
them in the Chr is tian way.

Finally His  promise to all who believe in Him is , “Because I  live, ye 
shall live also.”  John 14: 19.  What a glor ious  as surance to poor , dying 
humanity!  What a soothing balm for  broken hear ts !

We mus t all face the ques tion asked by the Lord Himself in the long 
ago, “What think ye of Chr is t?”  Matthew 22: 42.

Are you j us t an admirer  of Him?  I f His  life is  to mean anything to 
us , we mus t learn to know Him as  our  personal Fr iend and S aviour .  Apar t 
from Him we have little hope for  the future.  T here is  nothing outs ide of 
Chr is t to satis fy the deep longings  of the human hear t.  When we are face 
to face with the great unknown, His  smile of as surance will cer tainly car ry 
us  through into the land of glad reunion.  L ike the Psalmis t of old we can 
say, “Yea, though I  walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I  will 
fear  no evil:  for  T hou ar t with me;  T hy rod and T hy s taff they comfor t 
me.” Psalms  23: 4.

T he Lord offer s  to us  all today forgivenes s  of s ins , peace of mind, 
hope for  the future, and life ever las ting.  I f you have not as  yet done so, 
will you accept Him today as  your  S aviour  and live for  His  glory till He 
comes?  Will you look into the face of God r ight now and say:
F AT H E R , I  love You and I  love Jes us , and I  w is h t o t hank You bot h 

f or  al l  You
have done f or  me.  T ake my l i f e and make it  w holly T h ine.  K eep 
me f r om s in , and help me t o l ive in  har mony w it h  T hy divine w il l  

t i l l  Jes us  comes .  Amen.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

CHAPT ER 2
* God’s  plan for  Man’s  Present and Future Happiness .

H OP E  F OR  A H OP E L E S S  W OR L D



W ERE I  AS KED to name the greates t tragedy in the his tory of the 
wor ld, I  would say, “T he fall of Adam.”  Had there been no fall, none of 
the things  that have s ince made life so unhappy for  millions  would have 
happened.

When our  fir s t parents  were expelled from their  Edenic paradise, 
they moved away from their  home with sad hear ts  and heavy s teps  to 
enter  a wor ld blighted by the curse.  What a ter r ible exper ience it mus t 
have been for  Adam to witnes s  the cor roding effects  of his  s in for  almos t a 
thousand years !

T hank God, the s tory does  not end there.  God had a plan ready for  
the res toration of the human race to the Paradise that was  los t.

T his  is  encompassed in the immortal words  of John 3: 16:  “For  God 
so loved the wor ld, that He gave His  only begotten S on, that whosoever  
believeth in Him should not per ish, but have ever las ting life.”

Chr is t’s  death was  not an after thought;  neither  was  it an 
emergency plan that God devised at the las t minute.  We read in 1 Peter  
1: 18-20 that the plan of salvation or iginated in the mind of God even 
before the creation of the wor ld.  “Forasmuch as  ye know that ye were not 
redeemed with cor ruptible things , as  s ilver  and gold, from your  vain 
conversation received by tradition from your  fathers ;  but with the precious  
blood of Chr is t, as  of a lamb without blemish and without spot:  who ver ily 
was  foreordained before the foundation of the wor ld, but was  manifes t in 
these las t times  for  you.”

T he provis ion of a S aviour  was  par t of God’s  eternal purpose.  Jesus  
was  the Lamb of God, “s lain from the foundation of the wor ld.” 
(Revelation 13: 8).  God did not leave man without hope.  T he plan of 
salvation was  made known.  We read in Genes is  3: 15 the words  
addres sed to S atan through the serpent:  “And I  will put enmity between 
thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her  seed;  it shall bruise 
thy head, and thou shalt bruise His  heel.”

When Eve’s  fir s t baby was  placed in her  arms , she exclaimed in 
j oyful anticipation, “I  have gotten the Man Jehovah.”  (Genes is  4: 1, 
S pur rell).  Eve thought she had given bir th to the promised Redeemer .  
But she lived to discover  that her  fir s t-born was  not the Mess iah, but the 
wor ld’s  fir s t murderer !   Four  thousand years  went by before the angels  
announced Chr is t’s  bir th in Bethlehem’s  manger .  Dur ing those 
intervening millenniums  the sons  of Adam marched in unbroken columns  
into the dark shadows  of death.  None have returned to tell what life 
beyond the grave was  like.

I n 1 Cor inthians  15: 22 we read, “For  as  in Adam all die, even so in 
Chr is t shall all be made alive.”  What thr illing news  this  is  to dying men!  
We know from pas t his tory and personal exper ience that men do not live 
too long.  T hreescore years  and ten is  life’s  normal span.  I f we are 
for tunate, we may reach fourscore years .  L ife at its  bes t is  all too shor t, 
and we know that the curse of death lies  heavily upon the human race.  
But as  we are doomed to die in Adam, so we are predes tined to live in 
Chr is t.

S ome time ago, while dr iving to Cambr idge from London, a fr iend of 
mine took me to see the tomb of Lady Anne Gr ims tone.  Once, when 
reminded of the Chr is tian’s  hope of resur rection from the dead, she is  
repor ted to have said, “I t is  no more likely that I  should be raised from 



the dead than that a seed should grow out of my body.”
Lady Anne Gr ims tone died in the year  1717 and was  bur ied in an 

altar  tomb.  S oon after  her  death a crack developed in the tomb, and a 
seedling pushed its  head up and through it.  Dur ing its  growth the tree 
split the tomb and twis ted the railings  so much that it has  left them 
hanging in the air .  T hus  what seemed so unlikely to Lady Anne Gr ims tone 
actually happened.

I n John 5: 28, 29, N. E. B ., we read:   “Do not wonder  at this , 
because the time is  coming when all who are in the grave shall hear  His  
voice and move for th:  those who have done r ight will r ise to life;  those 
who have done wrong will r ise to hear  their  doom.”

“All” shall come for th.  T here will be no exceptions .  From Abel to 
the las t man who dies  before the trumpet sounds , all will come for th.  
Voltaire, who sneered at the Chr is tian hope, will r ise again.  S o will Hitler , 
Mus solini, and S talin.  But not all will come for th at the same time.

T he fir s t resur rection will be of those who have died in Chr is t.  ( 1 
T hes salonians  4: 16).  But “the res t of the dead,” that is , the wicked, will 
not live again until “the thousand years ” are finished.  (Revelation 20: 5).  
T hey will live but a little while and then suffer  “the second death.”  (Verses  
6-9).

You might be wonder ing why God plans  to raise all the dead -  both 
r ighteous  and wicked.  He is  going to raise all men to prove the efficacy of 
the blood of Chr is t.  God has  made it pos s ible for  all men to live again.  
Jus t how long we live after  our  resur rection depends  on our  attitude to 
Chr is t.  He died that we might live, and live eternally.  Let us  look at that 
text again.  “As  in Adam all die, even so in Chr is t shall all be made alive.”  
I f we die the fir s t or  natural death, we die for  Adam’s  s in.  I f we die the 
second death, we die for  our  s in of unbelief.  T here is  no need for  anyone 
to die outs ide of Chr is t, that is , to die without hope, for  “God,” we repeat 
again, “so loved the wor ld, that He gave His  only begotten S on, that 
whosoever  believeth in Him should not per ish, but have ever las ting life.”

How impor tant it is  to believe in Him!  I f we are laid to res t before 
His  coming, how impor tant it is  to be as leep in Him and to come for th clad 
in the robes  of immortality at His  second advent.  I f it were not for  Him we
would have no hope beyond the grave.  T he angel of death could descend 
from the cour ts  above and vis it every cemetery in the land, and carve on 
every tombs tone the words , “Dead for  ever  more.”   

I  once read the s tory of a little gir l who found this  bles sed hope in 
Chr is t.  S he was  dying of tuberculos is , and her  parents  were concerned 
about her  salvation.  S he had left the church of her  father  and j oined one 
of the evangelical churches .  I n desperation her  parents  reques ted their  
minis ter  to vis it the gir l and try to persuade her  to return to their  church.  
T he minis ter  pleaded with the child, but in vain.  T hen in desperation, he 
said, “I f you don’t return to our  church, we will not be able to bury you in 
holy ground.”  Rais ing herself on her  frail elbows , the child said, “You do 
not fr ighten me.  Bury me where you will.   When the Lord Jesus  returns  
for  me, He will know where I  am.”

Jesus  said, “For  the S on of man is  come to seek and to save that 
which was  los t.”  Luke 19: 10.  T he wor ld was  los t.  You were los t.  I  was  
los t.  T hank God, Chr is t came and paid the full pr ice of our  salvation.  T he 
gospel prophet, wr iting of Jesus  and His  mis s ion to this  wor ld declares :   



“S urely He hath borne our  gr iefs , and car r ied our  sor rows :  . . . He was  
wounded for  our  transgres s ions , He was  bruised for  our  iniquities :  the 
chas tisement of our  peace was  upon Him;  and with His  s tr ipes  we are 
healed.  All we like sheep have gone as tray;  we have turned everyone to 
his  own way;  and the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us  all.”  I saiah 
53: 4-6.  T hen “shall My r ighteous  servant j us tify many;  for  He shall bear  
their  iniquities .”  Verse 11.

I n Hebrews  12: 2 we read, “For  the j oy that was  set before Him” 
Jesus  “endured the cros s , despis ing the shame, and is  set down at the 
r ight hand of the throne of God.”

T he j oy that came to the hear t of Chr is t was  that of seeing by faith 
the tr iumph of His  mis s ion.  He saw that day when He will lead the sons  of 
men back to the Paradise of God.

I n “T he Great Controversy,” E. G. White depicts  this  inspir ing scene 
in the following words :   “As  the ransomed ones  are welcomed to the city 
of God, there r ings  out upon the air  an exultant cry of adoration.  T he two 
Adams  are about to meet.  T he S on of God is  s tanding with outs tretched 
arms  to receive the father  of our  race -  the being whom He created, who 
s inned agains t his  Maker , and for  whose s in the marks  of the crucifix ion 
are borne upon the S aviour ’s  form.  As  Adam discerns  the pr ints  of the 
cruel nails , he does  not fall upon the bosom of his  Lord, but in humiliation 
cas ts  himself at His  feet, crying:  ‘Wor thy, wor thy is  the Lamb that was  
s lain! ’  T ender ly the S aviour  lifts  him up and bids  him look once more 
upon the Eden home from which he has  so long been exiled.

“After  his  expuls ion from Eden, Adam’s  life on ear th was  filled with 
sor row.  Every dying leaf, every victim of sacr ifice, every blight upon the 
fair  face of nature, every s tain upon man’s  pur ity, was  a fresh reminder  of 
his  s in.  T er r ible was  the agony of remorse as  he beheld iniquity 
abounding, and, in answer  to his  warnings , met the reproaches  cas t upon 
himself as  the cause of s in.  With patient humility he bore, for  near ly a 
thousand years , the penalty of transgres s ion.  Faithfully did he repent of 
his  s in and trus t in the mer its  of the promised S aviour , and he died in the 
hope of a resur rection.  T he S on of God redeemed man’s  failure and fall;  
and now, through the work of the atonement, Adam is  reins tated in his  
fir s t dominion.

“T ranspor ted with j oy, he beholds  the trees  that were once his  
delight -  the very trees  whose fruit he himself had gathered in the days  of 
his  innocence and j oy.  He sees  the vines  that his  own hands  have 
trained, the very flowers  that he once loved to care for .  His  mind grasps  
the reality of the scene:  he comprehends  that this  is  indeed Eden 
res tored, more lovely now than when he was  banished from it.  T he 
S aviour  leads  him to the tree of life and plucks  the glor ious  fruit and bids  
him eat.  He looks  about him and beholds  a multitude of his  family 
redeemed, s tanding in the paradise of God.” -  Pages  647, 648.

Fr iend, if you would be with Him in that day then you mus t be in 
Him now.  Will you j us t bow your  head where you are and repeat with me 
this  prayer  of sur render  and consecration:

P R AYE R :   F at her  in  heaven, I  t hank T hee f or  s ending Jes us  
in t o t he w or ld t o s ave me.  I  have lear ned t hat  H e is  t he w ay, t he 
t r u t h , and t he l i f e - t hat  H e is  t he w ay f r om ear t h  t o heaven, f r om 
deat h t o l i f e, and I  accept  H im as  my S aviour . W het her  I  l ive or  



w het her  I  die, I  do w ant  t o be among t hos e w ho w il l  be f ound in  
H im at  H is  s econd coming.  As  I  place my hand in  T h ine t oday by 
f ait h , do lead me on.  K eep me f r om f al l ing, and gr ant  t hat  t hr ough 
t he mer it s  of  my S aviour  I  w i l l  at  las t  s ee T hy bles s ed f ace, and be 
w elcomed in t o t he kingdom of  glor y, I  pr ay in  H is  pr ecious  name,  
Amen.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
CHAPT ER T HREE

*  “How God Wil l  Forget Your  Pas t and Give you a Clean S late.”
What it Means  to Be “Jus tified” by Chr is t.

MAK I NG A F R E S H  S T AR T

GODS  PARDONI NG LOVE cas ts  our  s ins  into the bottom of the 
ocean of His  forgetfulnes s .  “T he blood of Jesus  Chr is t His  S on cleanseth 
us  from all s in.” 1 John 1: 7.

I n Romans  5: 1 we read, “T herefore being j us tified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our  Lord Jesus  Chr is t: .”

What does  it mean to be j us tified?  I t means  that in Chr is t we have 
a s tanding with God that causes  Hem to forget what we once were.  We 
are in His  s ight as  if we have never  s inned.  T hat is  the s imple meaning of 
j us tification.

T here is  a natural law which allows  one to look at a dark- red rose 
through a cr imson glas s  and we see it as  white as  snow.  T ry it sometime. 
You will be surpr ised and delighted.

T he same law operates  in the plan of salvation, for  God, looking at 
you and me through the precious  blood of Chr is t, does  not see our  s in-
s tained pas t.  He sees  only the pur ity of His  own dear  S on.  T he B ible 
declares :  “I f we confes s  our  s ins , he is  faithful and j us t to forgive us  our  
s ins , and to cleanse us  from all unr ighteousnes s .’ 1 John 1: 9.

T he moment we fulfil the conditions  of that text we are j us tified 
before God.  We are cleansed in His  s ight.

I  repeat, in the exper ience of j us tification, God forgets  the man I  
was .  T his  was  fully demons trated in the life of K ing David.  All who know 
David can name his  s ins .  No man, of course, could s in so gr ievous ly 
before the Lord without having a very troubled conscience.  I f you want to 
know how deeply repentant David was , read Psalms  51.  No person could 
have been sor r ier  for  his  s ins  than he.  He knew he had dishonoured his  
Maker , and felt separated from Him.  Now he prays  for  a res toration of the 
j oy of salvation, asking God to purge him, cleanse him, and renew a r ight 
spir it within him.

Did God hear  that prayer?  He did.  David regained fellowship with 
his  Maker .  His  new- found faith is  well descr ibed in Psalms  116:  “I  love the 
Lord because He hath heard my voice. . . . Yea, our  God is  merciful. . . . 
For  T hou has t delivered my soul from death, mine eyes  from tears , and 
my feet from falling.”

I n 1 K ings  14: 7, 8, God indicates  what He thought of David after  his  
death.  “Go, tell Jeroboam, T hus  saith the LORD God of I s rael, Forasmuch 
as  I  exalted thee from among the people, and made thee pr ince over  My 
people I s rael, and rent the kingdom away from the house of David, and 



gave it thee:  and yet thou has t not been as  My servant David, who kept 
My commandments , and who followed Me with all his  hear t, to do that 
only which was  r ight in Mine eyes .” 

What do we read here?  T he s imple truth that God had forgotten 
David’s  s in!  He had kept His  promise.  When He thought of David, He 
said, “David was  truly a wonder ful man:  a man who kept My 
commandments , a man who followed Me with all his  hear t, a man who did 
only that which was  r ight in Mine eyes .”  T his  is  what it means  to be 
j us tified.  David was  per fect before God.  He was  in God’s  s ight as  if he 
had never  s inned.  T hat is  the gospel of j us tification by faith.

Let us  look at another  well- known B ible character , a man whom 
God was  proud to own as  His  man.  I  read in Exodus  3: 6:   “Moreover  He 
said, I  am the God of thy father , the God of Abraham, the God of I saac, 
and the God of Jacob.”

I t is  easy to unders tand how God could claim to be the God of those 
great men of faith, Abraham and I saac, but no one can read the life s tory 
of Jacob without coming to the conclus ion that he was  a cheat and a 
deceiver .  We are inclined to despise him because he took advantage of 
his  hungry brother , and deceived his  poor  old blind father .  We cannot 
s tudy his  life without being fully conscious  of the fact that he had many of 
failings  and shor tcomings  of mankind.  Yet that man found favor  with God. 
He was  j us tified in God’s  s ight, for  in the new covenant relationship, the 
S cr iptures  declare that “He [God] hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob.”  
Numbers  23: 21.

T his  is  God’s  es timation of men whose faith clothes  them in the 
robe of Chr is t’s  r ighteousnes s .  How thr illing that in the exper ience of 
j us tification He forgets  what we were, and loves  us  even as  He love His  
own S on.

Ellen G. White says . “I f you give yourself to Him, and accept Him as  
your  S aviour , then, s inful as  your  life may have been, for  His  sake you are 
accounted r ighteous .  Chr is t’s  character  s tands  in place of  your  character , 
and you are accepted before God j us t as  if you had not s inned.”  ( “S teps  
to Chr is t,” page 62).  T hat is  what it means  to be accepted by the Father  
in Him.

Fr iend, do you want to forget your  pas t?  Knowing that someday all 
mus t give an account of their  actions  before God in j udgment, would you 
like to have your  pas t cleansed by the blood of Chr is t?  Would you like to 
have a new s tar t in Him -  to be j us tified and appear  hencefor th in the 
s ight of God as  one who has  never  s inned?  You may have that glor ious  
exper ience now.

O wanderer , in that far , far  land,
From God s ti l l  fugitive.

T urn homeward where thy Father  waits  -
T oday, look up and l ive.

T hough mighty famine gr ips  the soul,
By s in’s  dark nar rative,

T he eyes  of love s ti l l  watch for  thee -
S o now, look up and l ive.

T hy Father  sends  His  word of love. 



T hat word?  “I  do forgive.”
O famished heart, come home, come home.

Jus t now, look up and l ive.
-  H. M. S . Richards .

All you need to do is  to believe on the Lord Jesus  Chr is t.  Confes s  
Him.  Obey Him. Commit your  life to Him now.

Will you bow your  heads  where you are and pray:

P r ayer :   F at her  in  heaven, I  have lear ned t hat  T hou ar t  mer cif u l , 
loving and kind t o t hos e w ho ar e in  need of  T hy par doning love.  

L or d, I  need T hy f or givenes s .
L ike t he pr odigal of  old, I  have s inned agains t  T hee and my f el low  

men. I  am not
w or t hy of  f or givenes s , but  T hou has t  pr omis ed in  T hy W or d t hat  i f  
w e conf es s , T hou w il t  f or give.  P leas e f or give me f or  al l  my pas t , 
and help me f r om hencef or t h  t o be a w or t hy chi ld of  T h ine.  Give 

me gr ace and s t r engt h t o l ive a l i f e pleas ing t o T hee, I  pr ay in  
Jes us ’ pr ecious  name.  Amen.

T H E  S OU L ’S  CR Y AND T H E  S AVI OU R ’S  ANS W E R
(Ar ranged by Ralph Wil l is ).

 Psalms  30: 10 Lord, be T hou my Helper .
I saiah   41: 13 Fear  not;  I  wi l l  help thee.
Psalms   31: 9 O Lord, . .  .  I  am in trouble.
Psalms   50: 15 Call upon Me in the day of trouble:  I  wi l l  del iver  thee.
Psalms   51: 2 Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse 

me from my s in.
Matthew 8: 3 I  wi l l ;  be thou clean.
Psalm  141: 3 Keep the door  of my l ips .
Exodus   4: 12 I  wi l l  be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou 

shalt say.
Luke   18: 13 God be merciful to me a s inner .
1 T imothy 1: 15 Chr is t Jesus  came into the wor ld to save 

s inners .
Acts     16: 30 What mus t I  do to be saved?
Acts     16: 31 Believe on the Lord Jesus  Chr is t, and thou shalt be 

saved.
Job   23: 3 Oh that I  knew where I  might find Him!
Jeremiah  29: 13 Ye shall  seek Me, and find Me, when ye shall  search 

for  Me with al l                                                       your  hear t.
Job   40: 4                     Behold, I  am vi le;  what shall  I  answer  T hee?
I saiah  1: 18 T hough your  s ins  be as  scar let, they shall  be as  white 

as  snow.
Psalm  51: 10 Create in me a clean heart, O God.
Ezekiel 36: 26 A new heart also wil l  I  give you.
Psalms  6: 6 I  am weary with my groaning.
Psalms  55: 22 Cast thy burden upon the Lord.
Psalms  27: 9 Leave me not, neither  foresake me, O God of my 

salvation.
Hebrews  13: 5 I  wi l l  never  leave thee, nor  for sake thee.
2 Cor inthians  2: 16 Who is  sufficient for  these things?
2 Cor inthians  12: 9 My grace is  sufficient for  thee.
Psalms  42: 2 My soul thir s teth for  God, for  the l iving God.



I saiah 33: 17 T hine eyes  shall  see the king in His  beauty.
Psalms  130: 6 My soul waiteth for  the Lord more than they that 

watch for  the                                                            morning.
I saiah 40: 31 T hey that wait upon the Lord shall  renew their  

s trength.
Psalms  55: 4 T he ter ror s  of death are fal len upon me.
John 11: 25 He that bel ieveth in Me, though he were dead, yet 

shal l  he l ive.
Revelation 22: 20 Come, Lord Jesus .
Revelation 22: 20 S urely I  come quickly.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
CHAPT ER FOUR

* Only S afe Way to Heaven.

W AL K I NG W I T H  CH R I S T

T HE APOS T LE PAUL urged the new believers  in Colos se to walk with 
the Lord they had come to love.   “As  ye have therefore received Chr is t 
Jesus  the Lord, so walk ye in Him.” Colos s ians  2: 6.  “L ive your  lives  in 
union with Him,” is  the render ing of the New English B ible.

We have noticed that j us tification is  the work of a moment, that the 
blood of Chr is t applied to the believer ’s  hear t and life cleanses  him from 
every s tain of s in here and now.  T hat in Chr is t we have a s tanding of 
per fection before God.  T hat through the exper ience of j us tification God 
reckons  us  to be r ighteous .  He attr ibutes  to us  the character  of Chr is t, 
and in so doing He forgets  the men and women that we were.  
Jus tification sets  us  on the road to heaven;  supplies  us  with a title to the 
kingdom of glory.

After  receiving Him by faith, we mus t walk with Him by faith, which 
is  to live “in union with Him.”

T here is  an inscr iption on the wall of an old English abbey which 
reads  as  follows :   “I  am on the cros s  for  thee.  T hou who s innes t cease 
from s in. Cease, I  pardon;  fight, I  help;  conquer , I  crown.”

S peak to those who have been really conver ted and are rej oicing in 
the forgivenes s  of s ins , and they will tell you that Chr is t is  giving them 
victory over  s in.  He has  not only saved them from the consequence of 
pas t s in, but He is  now giving them victory over  its  power .  A person who 
knows  forgivenes s  for  s in ceases  from s in, then co-operates  with the Holy 
S pir it, and never  gives  up till life’s  course is  run and the crown of life is  
bes towed.

Redemption does  not patch up the old life;  rather  it imparts  a new 
one.  “T herefore if any man be in Chr is t, he is  a new creature.” 2 
Cor inthians  5: 17.

People have said to me:   “S how me a miracle and I  will believe.  I  
would like to see water  turned into wine.”  I  can show you that in a s low 
process .  A vis it to a vineyard reveals  God taking mois ture out of the ear th 
and placing it in grapes  that can be made into wine.  But I   can show you 
a greater  miracle s till.   I  can show you a home where wine and whiskey 
have been turned into food for  little children who, pr ior  to their  father ’s  
convers ion, lived in a hovel without the necess ities  of life.  I n John 8: 36 
we read:   “I f the S on therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free 



indeed.”
T hrough the years  of my minis try I  have seen God working this  

miracle of grace in human hear ts .  I  have seen people cleansed by the 
blood of Chr is t and freed from debas ing habits .  For  the gospel not only 
br ings  pardon for  an evil pas t, it is  “the power  of God unto salvation” now 
and for  ever .

S omeone has  defined character  as  “God’s  workshop where divine 
creations  take form and they go out bear ing His  mark upon them to 
witnes s  to the wor ld of His  s kill and power .”

T his  proces s  of sanctification is  the work of a lifetime.  While life 
las ts , it does  not end.  We mus t be sanctified today, tomor row, and the 
day following until Jesus  comes .

We read of people in the church at Cor inth who were once gr ipped 
by loathsome habits .  “But,” Paul says  of them after  Chr is t had changed 
their  lives , “ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are j us tified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus .”  1 Cor inthians  6: 11.  How did this  come 
about?  Notice the end of the verse, “by the S pir it of our  God.”  As  E. G. 
White declares :  “T he S pir it was  to be given as  a regenerating agent, and 
without this  the sacr ifice of Chr is t would have been of no avail. . . . S in 
could be res is ted and overcome only through the mighty agency of the 
T hird person of the Godhead, who would come with no modified energy, 
but in the fullnes s  of the divine power .  I t is  the S pir it that makes  effectual

what has  been wrought out by the wor ld’s  Redeemer .  I t is  by the 
S pir it that the hear t is  made pure.  T hough the S pir it the believer  
becomes  a par taker  of the divine nature.  Chr is t has  given His  S pir it as  a 
divine power  to overcome all hereditary and cultivated tendencies  to evil, 
and to impres s  His  own character  upon His  church.” -  “T he Des ire of 
Ages ,” page 671.

I n Romans  6 the Apos tle Paul tells  Chr is tians  that they mus t reckon 
themselves  dead to s in.  When we are tempted to do wrong, we should 
say, “No, I  cannot do this  thing, or  walk again in crooked paths .  I  am 
dead to such things .  Chr is t is  now in control of my life.  I  am walking in 
Him.”

We should be like the little gir l, who said, “When S atan knocks  at 
the door  of my hear t, I  say, ‘Jesus , You open the door .’  And when Jesus  
opens  the door , S atan immediately says , ‘S or ry, I  have come to the 
wrong place.’ “

With Chr is t in control we can have victory over  every temptation.  
“As  ye have therefore received Chr is t Jesus  the Lord, so walk ye in Him.”

Chr is t’s  redemptive power  has  been well descr ibed in the following 
words :  “You are a s inner .  You cannot atone for  your  pas t s ins ;  you 
cannot change your  hear t and make yourself holy.  But God promises  to 
do all this  for  you through Chr is t.  You believe that promise.  You confes s  
your  s ins  and give yourself to God.  You will serve Him.  Jus t as  surely as  
you do this , God will fulfil His  word to you.  I f you believe the promise -  
believe that you are forgiven and cleansed -  God supplies  the fact.  You 
are made whole, j us t as  Chr is t gave the paralytic power  to walk when the 
man believed that he was  healed.  I t is  so if you believe it.  Do not wait to 
feel that you are made whole, but say, ‘I  believe it;  it is  so, not because I  
feel it, but because God has  promised.’ . . . I t is  the will of God to cleanse 
us  from s in, to make us  His  children, and to enable us  to live a holy life. . . 



. ’T here is  therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Chr is t 
Jesus , who walk not after  the flesh, but after  the S pir it. ’  Romans  8: 1.” -  
“S teps  to Chr is t,” page 51.

“But,” you say, “I  have tr ied so often and failed.”  T hink of Peter .  
He did the seemingly imposs ible.  He walked on water .  But the moment 
he took his  eyes  off Chr is t, the S ource of his  power , he began to s ink.  S o 
likewise we can do the seemingly imposs ible through the power  of Chr is t.  
He “is  able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultles s  before 
the presence of His  glory with exceeding j oy.”  Jude 24.

S o long as  life las ts  it will be pos s ible for  us  to s in.  But there is  no 
excuse for  s in.  We read in 1 John 3: 9:  “Whosoever  is  born of God doth 
not commit s in.”  T he thought in the or iginal Greek is , “He who is  born of 
God is  not habitually guilty of s in.”  Walking with Chr is t it is  not our  
practice to s in.  We may be over taken in s in on the spur  of the moment, 
caught unawares .  But when that happens , praise God, “we have an 
advocate with the Father , Jesus  Chr is t the r ighteous .”  1 John 2: 1.

Jesus  has  given us  a wonder ful picture of God’s  love for  s inners  in 
the parable of the prodigal son.  T his  is  the only place in the B ible where 
God is  depicted as  being in a hur ry.  T he father  ran to meet his  son.  S o 
God is  ever  eager  to meet the prodigal son or  daughter  returning home.  
I n Psalms  37: 23, 24 we read:   “T he s teps  of a good man are ordered by 
the Lord:  and He delighteth in his  way.  T hough he fall, he shall not be 
utter ly cas t down:  for  the Lord upholdeth him with His  hand.”

How often we have held the chubby hand of a baby and encouraged 
him to take his  fir s t s tep.  What excitement there was  when he walked 
unaided!  S o, likewise, the Lord delights  in our  progres s .  S hould we 
s tumble and fall, He says , “Get up, My son, My daughter , and try again.  
I n Psalms  103: 13, 14 He as sures  us :  “L ike as  a father  pitieth his  children, 
so the Lord pitieth them that fear  Him.  For  He knoweth our  frame;  He 
remembereth that we are dus t.”

T here is  only one success ful way to walk toward the kingdom, and 
that is  “in union with Him.”    I  sugges t the following prayer  for  you:

P r ayer :   F at her , T hou has t  s how n us  t he w ay again.  T o 
s ome it  may be a new  w ay.  H elp t hem t o know  t hat  as  t hey 
commit  t heir  l ives  in t o T hy car e and keeping, T hou w il t  keep t hem 
f r om f al l ing and give t hem vict or y in  place of  def eat .  I n  
appr eciat ion of  T hy love w e des ir e t o s er ve T hee f ait h f u l ly.  S o 
lead us  on, L or d, unt i l  w e ar e s af e home in  t he glor y land, w e pr ay 
in  H is  pr ecious  name. Amen.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
CHAPT ER FI VE

* ”A Man shall  be as  an hiding place from the wind,
and a cover t from the tempest.” I saiah 32: 2.

A P L ACE  T O H I DE

MANY YEARS  AGO I  saw a picture hanging on the wall of a home in 
which I  was  vis iting.  I t made a deep impres s ion upon my childish mind.  I  
do not remember  all the details  nor  the title, but I  do recall that the 



painting depicted an approaching s torm.
I  can s till see the black clouds  overhead and the trees  bending 

before the fir s t fierce gus ts  of wind.  T wo horses , one white and one black, 
their  nos tr ils  dis tended with fear , their  tails  and manes  s tanding out in the 
wind, were galloping acros s  the field to safety.  I n the foreground a little 
group of people with bowed forms , blanched faces , and ter ror  por trayed in 
every look and action, were running before the approaching s torm in 
search of a hiding place.

I  have thought of that picture many times  in recent years , for  it 
seems  to depict so vividly the tragic hour  to which we have come in the 
his tory of the wor ld.

Jesus ’ disciples  one day asked Him a ques tion that is  of vital 
interes t to you and me.  “T ell us , when shall these things  be? and what 
shall be the s ign of T hy coming, and of the end of the wor ld?” Matthew 
24: 3.
 T he whole of the twenty- four th chapter  of Matthew is  taken up with 
His  answer .  Luke also records  it in the twenty- fir s t chapter  of his  Gospel.  
He quotes  Jesus  as  saying:  “And there shall be s igns  in the sun, and in the 
moon, and in the s tar s ;  and upon the ear th dis tres s  of nations , with 
perplex ity;  the sea and the waves  roar ing;  men’s  hear ts  failing them for  
fear , and for  looking after  those things  which are coming on the ear th:  for  
the powers  of heaven shall be shaken.”  Verses  25, 26.

T he conditions  Jesus  said would occur  j us t before His  second advent 
are here today.  Fear  fills  all hear ts .  Men fear  the future;  they fear  
another  wor ld war ;  they fear  the atomic and hydrogen bombs .  T hey are 
concerned about the pos s ible extinction of the human race.  But the 
message of our  Lord to His  followers  in these uncer tain days  is , “Let not 
your  hear t be troubled, neither  let it be afraid.”  John 14: 27.  Again, “Lo, I  
am with you alway, even unto the end of the wor ld.”  Matthew 28: 20.  
“When these things  begin to come to pas s , then look up, and lift up your  
heads ;  for  your  redemption draweth nigh.” Luke 21: 28.

I saiah, the gospel prophet, draws  attention to the only safe shelter  
from the problems  and dangers  that br ing fear  to the human hear t.  He 
declares :  “A Man shall be as  an hiding place from the wind, and a cover t 
from the tempes t;  as  r iver s  of water  in a dry place, as  the shadow of a 
great rock in a weary land.”  I saiah  32: 2.

T he tes timony of God’s  people in all ages  is  that Chr is t, our  bles sed 
Lord and Redeemer , is  well able to shelter  His  people from every type of 
“fallout” -  phys ical or  spir itual -  that the devil may br ing upon them.  
T hose who daily walk with the Lord have nothing to fear  for  the future.

I f Chr is t could take a little boy’s  lunch and feed 5,000 men, bes ides  
women and children, why should His  followers  wor ry about where their  
next meal is  coming from?  When people were s ick, He took them by the 
hand and led them from their  s ick-beds  in the glow of per fect health.  
When others  were dead, He raised them to life again.  He is  able to meet 
every emergency.

We need a hiding place from many things .  We need it from an 
accus ing conscience.  Recently I  read of a young man who had confes sed 
to poisoning his  fos ter - father  with ar senic. He told how he had planned 
the murder  over  a per iod of seven years  because he hated him so much.  
His  mother  had been charged with the murder , but the case had been 



dismis sed.  For  fifteen years  and more this  young man had hidden his  
secret, then he confes sed to the police.

He is  alleged to have said, “I  have nightmares , and recall the pas t 
so often in my s leep that I  am cracking under  the s train.  I  want to live 
the remaining years  of my life with peace of mind.  I  want to forget the 
pas t and the only way I  know is  to confes s  the truth.”

Conscience troubles  people for  many reasons , and the only place 
where peace may be found is  in Jesus  Chr is t.

I  once read of a par liament of religions  that was  held in the United 
S tates .  T he great religions  of the wor ld were represented by able 
speakers .  One by one they propounded their  respective philosophies  to a 
great audience.  When the representative of Chr is tianity arose to speak he 
quickly gained the attention of his  audience by his  novel approach.

“I  want to introduce to you,” he said, “a woman in great sor row.  
Her  hands  are s tained with blood.  S he has  been tormented for  ten long 
years .  S he has  had no peace day or  night.”  T hen, turning to the 
speakers  who occupied the dais  with him, he said, “I s  there anything in 
your  religions , in your  philosophies , that can br ing peace to this  poor  
woman’s  troubled conscience?”

T here was  s ilence.  No one could offer  any help.  “T hen I  will ask 
someone else,” said Dr . S mith.  Cupping his  hands  before the vas t crowd, 
he shouted, “John, can you hear  me?  Will you tell this  woman how she 
can get r id of this  awful s in?  L is ten!” he said, as  he raised his  hand, “John 
is  speaking:  ‘I f we confes s  our  s ins , He is  faithful and j us t to forgive us  
our  s ins , and to cleanse us  from all unr ighteousnes s .’ “ 1 John 1: 9.

Jesus  alone can forgive and cleanse.

“Jesus  paid it all,
All to Him I  owe;

S in had left a cr imson s tain;
He washed it white as  snow.”

We also need Him as  a hiding place from the power  of s in within us . 
He can take away the overmas ter ing appetite for  alcohol and tobacco, the 
overpower ing pas s ions  that cause me to debase themselves .  He can kill 
the pas s ion for  gambling to which untold thousands  are ens laved.  He can 
set you free from all that would des troy you -  body, soul, and spir it.  “I f 
the S on therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed”  John 
8: 36.

We need Him, too, as  a hiding place from all the devil’s  
temptations .  S atan sets  his  traps  so skillfully for  unwary feet!  “Be sober , 
be vigilant,” urges  the Apos tle Peter , “because your  adversary the devil, 
as  a roar ing lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour .” 1 Peter  
5: 8.  Only Jesus  can keep us  safe from this  adversary.

I t is  difficult to unders tand how people can contend that there is  no 
devil.  Why, the old serpent, as  he is  called in Revelation 12: 9, has  left the 
impr int of his  s limy tail upon all the pages  of his tory.  How often we have 
seen him with subtlety take a beautiful young woman and ruin her  life;  
take a fine young man from a respected family, debase and ruin him, 
des troy everything that was  decent in him and leave him in the gutter , an 
outcas t of society.  We have also seen him take the devoted church 



member , not j us t a s imple soul, but the educated and cultured, and 
deceive him with the mos t fantas tic theor ies  in the field of theology and 
finally and completely wreck his  faith in God and His  church.

We need a hiding place for  our  children, our  loved ones  and 
ourselves , too, from the subtle power  and cunning of the devil.  We have 
observed through the years  that he baits  his  hook well, hauls  countles s  
millions  into his  well- filled boat, and leaves  them to tor ture and burn 
under  the merciles s  sun of their  conscience and to ultimately die in 
despair .

What refuge shelter s  you today?  May we all say to the Lord at this  
moment,

“Other  refuge have I  none,
Hangs  my helples s  soul on T hee;

Leave, O leave me not alone!
S till suppor t and comfor t me;  
All my trus t in T hee is  s tayed,
All my help from T hee I  br ing;

Cover  my defenceles s  head
With the shadow of T hy wing.”

P r ayer :  F at her  in  heaven, w e r ealize again our  gr eat  need of  
a h iding place t hat  T hou has t  pr ovided f or  us  in  T hy dear  S on and 
our  S aviour .  W e t hank T hee t hat  t he pas t  cannot  condemn us  
w hen w e ar e f ound in  H im:   t hat  t he devil  and our  adver s ar ies  
cannot  har m us  w hile w e ar e in  H im, and t hat  w e have not h ing t o 
f ear  f or  t he f u t ur e w hile H e is  our  r ef uge.  K eep us  ever  s helt er ed 
in  H im t i l l  t he glad day of  H is  r et ur n, w e pr ay in  H is  pr ecious  
name.  Amen.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
CHAPT ER S I X.

E NT E R I NG T H E  JU DGME NT  W I T H  H I M

NO DOUBT  there are many people in this  wor ld who hope that 
death ends  everything for  them.  But, we ask, what do the S cr iptures  say? 
Will there be a day of reckoning for  human beings?  I n Hebrews  9: 27 we 
read:  “I t is  appointed unto men once to die, but after  this  the j udgment.”  
T here it is , fr iend, whether  we believe it or  not, the j udgment for  each one 
of us  is  coming j us t the same.

We read in the B ible that there is  a day of j udgment for  all men.  
T his  day has  been appointed by God.  I t is  a day dur ing which the whole 
wor ld will be j udged by Chr is t “in r ighteousnes s .”  And finally, this  
j udgment day for  all men is  j us t as  cer tain as  Chr is t’s  resur rection from 
the dead.  Let us  notice the text:  “Because He hath appointed a day, in 
the which He will j udge the wor ld in r ighteousnes s  by that man whom He 
hath ordained;  whereof He hath given as surance unto all men, in that He 
hath raised Him from the dead.”  Acts  17: 31.

But, says  someone, I  have always  unders tood that the r ighteous , 
because of their  faith in Chr is t, will escape the j udgment.  T hey will not 



escape the searching inves tigation of the j udgment;  but, praise God, if 
they enter  the j udgment with Chr is t as  their  Judge-Advocate, they may 
escape its  penalties  and rej oice in its  rewards .

Years  ago, when I  was  a lad attending the little church in our  
village, we often repeated the Apos tles ’ Creed in which there occurs  the 
following s tatement of belief:   “He will come to j udge the quick and the 
dead.”

Yes , in the day of God’s  j udgment all -  r ighteous  and wicked, living 
and dead -  mus t give an account of their  deeds .  Jesus  declared, as  
recorded in Matthew 12: 36, 37, “Every idle word that men shall speak, 
they shall give account thereof in the day of j udgment.”

T he doctr ine of the j udgment, you see, is  a B ible doctr ine, and like 
the second coming of Chr is t it is  an absolute cer tainty.  I t is , according to 
Paul, j us t as  cer tain as  Chr is t’s  resur rection from the dead.  T hat great 
fact upon which the Chr is tian church is  built was  confirmed by many 
miracles  and the eyewitnes s  account of at leas t 500 persons  who beheld 
Him after  He arose.  S ee 1 Cor inthians  15: 6. 

I n the Book of Revelation, John depicts  an angel flying in the mids t 
of heaven announcing to all the wor ld that “the hour  of His  [God’s ]  
j udgment is  come.”  When the great prophetic clock in heaven indicated 
the appointed time of the j udgment as  foretold in Acts  17: 31, two great 
events  commenced s imultaneous ly -  the beginning of the work of 
j udgment in heaven, and the announcement of that work on ear th.  B ible 
s tudents  found that the time-per iod of Daniel 8: 14, beginning with the 
year  457 B.C., reached to the year  1844, thus  indicating the time for  the 
commencement of the j udgment.  I s  it not a s ignificant thing that such a 
message has  been going to the nations  s ince the year  1844 when, 
according to the prophecy, the j udgment hour  message was  due?

Now it is  clear  from the S cr iptures  that the j udgment is  divided into 
three phases :  F ir s t, the inves tigative section which precedes  the S econd 
Advent and deals  with all those whose names  have been wr itten in the 
Lamb’s  Book of L ife.  S econd, the j udgment of the wicked which takes  
place dur ing the millennium.  And third, the time when the decis ions  of 
that j udgment are executed at the end of the thousand years .

We read in 1 Peter  4: 17 “that j udgment mus t begin at the house of 
God:  and if it fir s t begin at us  [  the house of God, or  the church ] , what 
shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God [  the wicked ]  ?”  
S ome people agree that the wicked will be j udged, but find it difficult to 
believe that j udgment touches  the house of God.  T he B ible makes  it clear  
that all who have had their  names  inscr ibed in the Lamb’s  Book of L ife will 
come into review in the solemn j udgment that is  in ses s ion r ight now, and 
which could conclude at any time!  Commencing away back with Adam, 
continuing with all who have had their  names  wr itten in the Lamb’s  Book 
of L ife down through the centur ies , the j udgment of the house of God will 
end with the inves tigation of the cases  of the living.

When that work concludes , probation closes  and the decree of 
Revelation 22: 11 goes  for th”  “He that is  unj us t, let him be unj us t s till:  
and he which is  filthy, let him be filthy s till:  and he that is  r ighteous , let 
him be r ighteous  s till:  and he that is  holy, let him be holy s till.”

T he second phase of the j udgment deals  with the wicked, whose 
names  are not found in the Book of L ife.  We note this  in  1 Cor inthians  



6: 2:   “Do ye not know that the saints  shall j udge the wor ld?”  We read 
fur ther  in 1 Cor inthians  6: 3 that the saints  will also j udge angels .  T he 
B ible declares  that there comes  a time when the saints  will s it on seats  of 
j udgment and cons ider  the cases  of the wicked.  When will this  take 
place?  We repeat, dur ing the millennium.  Note Revelation 20: 4, 5:  “And 
I  saw thrones , and they sat upon them, and j udgment was  given unto 
them:  . . . and they lived and reigned with Chr is t a thousand years .  But 
the res t of the dead lived not again until the thousand years  were finished. 
T his  is  the fir s t resur rection.”

Now these pas sages  of S cr ipture reveal that those who come up in 
the fir s t resur rection, and go to heaven to be with Chr is t dur ing the 
millennium, will be seated on thrones  of j udgment.  S ome might be 
reasoning, if the wicked have not already accepted the provis ions  of the 
gospel, are they not doomed already?  And if an individual’s  name has  
been blotted out of the Book of L ife, will he not be doomed to die?  S o 
why the necess ity to j udge the wicked?  Well, there is  at leas t one thing 
that the j udgment of the wicked will undoubtedly do -  it will demons trate 
to the univer se that God’s  ways  are j us t and true.  S ay, for  ins tance, you 
reached heaven and discovered that someone you regarded as  a s incere 
Chr is tian was  not there, this  could cause doubt to enter  your  mind.  But 
there will not be any doubts  in the minds  of God’s  people respecting His  
j udgment.  Why?  Because all will have the oppor tunity of going through 
the records , and discover ing to their  complete satis faction j us t why cer tain 
individuals  are finally los t.  At the conclus ion of this  phase of the j udgment 
we shall be able to say that all God’s  ways  are j us t and true.  (Revelation 
15: 3).

T he third phase of the j udgment, when the wicked are raised to 
hear  their  doom, takes  place at the end of the millennium and fulfils  John 
5: 27-29 and Revelation 20: 11-15.  Notice:   “As  the S on of man He has  
also been given the r ight to pas s  j udgment.  Do not wonder  at this , 
because the time is  coming when all who are in the grave shall hear  His  
name and move for th:  those who have done r ight will r ise to life;  those 
who have done wrong will r ise to hear  their  doom.  I  cannot act by Myself. 
I  j udge as  I  am bidden and My verdict is  j us t.”  ( New English B ible ).

John the Revelator  depicts  this  las t sad scene when the wicked hear  
their  doom, in Revelation 20: 11-15;   “And I  saw a great white throne, and 
him that sat on it, from whose face the ear th and the heaven fled away;  
and there was  found no place for  them. And I  saw the dead, small and 
great, s tand before God;  and the books  were opened:  and another  book 
was  opened, which is  the book of life:  and the dead were j udged out of 
those things  which were wr itten in the books , according to their  works . . . 
. And death and hell were cas t into the lake of fire. T his  is  the second 
death. And whosoever  was  not found wr itten in the book of life was  cas t 
into the lake of fire.”

Dur ing the inves tigative j udgment, which extends  from 1844 to the 
close of probation, it will be determined whose names  will be retained in 
the Lamb’s  Book of L ife, who will be wor thy of a par t in the fir s t 
resur rection, and who will mer it trans lation at His  coming.  I n Revelation 
22: 12 we read:  “And, behold, I  come quickly;  and My reward is  with Me, 
to give every man according as  his  work shall be.”  Before we can receive 
awards  there mus t of necess ity be a j udging.



T his  is  what the B ible teaches , for  I  read in Luke 20: 35, “But they 
which shall be accounted wor thy to obtain that wor ld, and the 
resur rection from the dead, . . .”  Can you see it?  Before Chr is t comes  it 
is  determined by the inves tigative j udgment who are wor thy of 
resur rection to eternal life.

T he B ible declares  that “we mus t all appear  before the j udgment 
seat of Chr is t.”  (2 Cor inthians  5: 10).  None will escape the j udgment, for  
we read:  “And thinkes t thou this , O man, that j udges t them which do such 
things , and does t the same, that thou shalt escape the j udgment of God?” 
Romans  2: 3  We may be able to escape many things  in this  life’s  
exper ience.  T here are numerous  thieves  and murderer s  who have 
covered up their  tracks  so well that to date they have escaped the 
tr ibunals  of man.  Much of the cr ime that is  committed is  done under  the 
cover  of darknes s .  Many things  are done in secret, and men delight in the 
thought that they have fooled everybody.  T hey might have deceived 
others , but they will not fool God!

T he coloured people of the S outh in U.S .A. have a song they s ing, 
the words  of which go something like this :

“He sees  all we do,
He hears  all we say.

My God’s  a-wr iting all the time.”
Yes , God is  wr iting, and some day we will have all the secrets  of our  

lives  revealed to the univer se, if we do not allow our  S aviour  to deal with 
them now!  We read in Romans  2: 16 of a time “when God shall j udge the 
secrets  of men by Jesus  Chr is t.”

Let us  now notice the bas is  of the j udgment, shall we?  We read in 
Daniel 7: 10 that “the j udgment was  set, and the books  were opened.”  I t 
is  clear , therefore, from the S cr iptures , that we shall be j udged out of the 
records  in the books  of heaven.

Fr iend, there is  no need to have any s in remaining on the books  of 
record unconfes sed and unforgiven to condemn you in the j udgment.  You 
can have those s ins  pardoned now through your  confes s ion of Chr is t as  
your  S aviour .  You can have them removed now from your  personal 
record and charged to our  Lord and S aviour .  I f they are charged to His  
account now, as  a result of your  confes s ion to Him, they will not condemn 
you in the j udgment.  We mus t be sure that no unconfes sed s ins  are piling 
up agains t our  names  in the books  of heaven.

We repeat again, we have no r ighteousnes s  of our  own that would 
recommend us  to God.  He has  told us  in Acts  17: 31 that He will j udge us  
in r ighteousnes s , and if we have the r ighteousnes s  of Chr is t when we 
appear  in the j udgment, we shall be accounted wor thy to enter  God’s  
kingdom.  I f we don’t have Chr is t’s  r ighteousnes s  in that day, we shall be 
found wanting.

I  am so glad that the Lord Jesus  with His  precious  blood covers  all 
our  s ins , that we can pass  them over  to Him and He will cleanse us  from 
every s tain of s in.  T he s tains  are removed now in the exper ience of 
j us tification by faith.  I n Chr is t we can have a s tanding before God of 
per fection.  Right here and now we can rej oice over  this  glor ious  fact.  
How thr illing to know that the s in confes sed no longer  witnes ses  agains t 
us , but is  charged to Chr is t our  S aviour , that in this  j udgment hour  we can 
through the mer it of Chr is t’s  atonement appear  before God as  though we 



had not s inned!  I f we are in Him we need not fear  the is sues  of the 
j udgment.  T hank God we can safely leave our  cases  in the hands  of the 
mos t capable Advocate in the univer se.

I  remember  reading one time of a minis ter  who dreamt that he had 
died and s tood before the j udgment bar  of God.  He said that in his  dream 
he heard God say to him, “Have you always  been true?”

“No,” he replied.
“Have you always  been kind?”
“No.”
“Have you always  been j us t?”
“No.”
And as  he continued through the long lis t of ques tions , the minis ter  

said “No” to them all.
“T hen,” he said, “I  thought the end had come and j udgment was  to 

be passed.  I  bowed my head and waited for  sentence, when I  was  
conscious  of a light before me.  I  looked up and saw a face -  a face fairer  
than all the sons  of men.  I  looked at His  hands  and saw the marks , then I  
saw who it was , and I  heard Him say, ‘Father , this  man s tood for  Me down 
in the wor ld.  I  will s tand for  him here.’”

T his  illus tration may not be entirely true to S cr ipture, but thank God 
we do have an Advocate, a Mediator , in the cour ts  above, Jesus  Chr is t the 
r ighteous .

“Ar ise, my soul, ar ise:
S hake off thy guilty fears ;

T he holy sacr ifice
I n my behalf appears .

Before the T hrone my S aviour  s tands ;
My name is  wr itten on His  hands .

“T he Father  hears  Him pray,
His  dear  anointed One;

He cannot turn away
T he presence of His  S on.

His  spir it answers  to the blood,
And tells  me I ’m a child of God.”
                              -  C. Wes ley.

 Fr iend, we may escape the penalties  of the j udgment only through 
the mer itor ious  work of Chr is t our  S aviour .  You may have been the victim 
of circumstances , you may have los t all that makes  life wor th living, you 
may think your  case is  hopeles s ;  but we say unto you in the words  of 
S cr ipture, “T hough your  s ins  be as  scar let, they shall be as  white as  
snow.”  He will blot them out, and He will hur l them from you as  far  as  the 
Eas t is  from the Wes t.

I  am so glad for  the as surance that if we commit our  case to Him, 
He will br ing us  through the j udgment uncondemned.  I  am not concerned 
about the pas t, for  I  have confes sed it.  My great des ire is  to keep my s ins  
confes sed and covered by the precious  blood of Chr is t, and like the great 
Apos tle Paul, to be found only in Him in that great day.



S ome day soon probation will close for  all mankind.  What will the 
records  reveal for  you when that days  dawns?  May you, too, be found in 
Him is  my s incere prayer .  I f you are in Him then you will be eternally 
secure.

P R AYE R :   Dear  L or d, w e t hank T hee f or  Chr is t  our  Advocat e, f or  
t he bles s ed as s ur ance t hat  w e ar e accept ed in  t he B eloved.  May 
not  one of  us  be f ound w ant ing w hen our  cas es  come in  r eview  in  
t he cour t s  above.  H elp us  t o keep our  s ins  conf es s ed and cover ed, 
t hat  at  las t  by T hy unf ai l ing gr ace w e may r each t he et er nal 
kingdom, w e pr ay in  H is  pr ecious  name.  Amen.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
CHAPT ER S EVEN

* Don’t be downcast!  Here is  good news  for  you!

S OL ACE  F OR  T H E  S OR R OW I NG

H OW FREQUENT LY we receive letter s  containing s tatements  like 
this :   “I  don’t have much to live for  s ince John died.  When he left us  the 
lamp of my life went out, and nothing seems  to matter  now.  Every day is  
j us t an aching void, and darknes s  br ings  a nightmare of lonelines s .”

Fr iends , that is  but an echo of the despair ing cry that goes  up from 
sor rowing hear ts  all over  the wor ld.  S or row is  no new thing.  I t has  been 
the common lot of all mankind in all ages , for  it is  the eldes t child of s in.  
How true the words  of Cowper :

“T he path of sor row, and that path alone,
Leads  to the land where sor row is  unknown;
No traveller  ever  reached that bles t abode

      Who found not thorns  and br ier s  in his  road.”

No matter  how great our  sor row, it is  bearable if one knows  and 
believes  that God has  allowed it to come our  way for  a purpose.  T he 
reason may never  be revealed this  s ide of the kingdom, but we mus t have 
faith to believe, as  the Apos tle Paul declares , that “all things  work 
together  for  good to them that love God,” and that some day we shall 
unders tand.

I n the Book of John, the eleventh chapter , and verse thir ty- five, we 
read that Jesus  wept when He talked with Mary, the s is ter  of His  depar ted 
fr iend, Lazarus .  But His  were neither  tears  of hopeles snes s  nor  despair ;  
they were, rather , tears  of sympathy and compass ion.  T he picture of the 
weeping Chr is t fills  us  both with awe and hope -  awe that the Maj es ty of 
heaven, the mighty Creator , should have His  face bathed in tears , and 
hope because we know He really cares , that He is  touched with the 
feelings  of our  sor row.

He came from the cour ts  of glory to bear  our  gr iefs  and to car ry our  
sor rows .  ( I saiah 53: 4).  He alone is  the answer  to the cry of the ages , “I s  
there no balm in Gilead” for  wounded and broken hear ts?

T hank God, our  sor row need not dr ive us  to despair , for  a remedy 



for  sor row has  been found.  T he Great Phys ician has  “an oil of j oy for  
mourning,” a “garment of praise for  the spir it of heavines s .”  He has  a 
“bles sed hope” that reaches  within and beyond the tomb.  What it cos t to 
make pos s ible this  remedy for  sor row only the hear t of God knows , but 
“God so loved the wor ld,” with its  guilt and sor row and woe, that He gave 
His  gift, and the results  of that gift cons titute the sweetes t s tory ever  told 
in heaven or  ear th.  I t is  the “bles sed hope.”

For  s ix  thousand years  the gateway into the valley of dark shadows  
has  opened and closed in endles s  rhythm.  As  far  as  we know, only two 
exceptions  (Elij ah and Enoch) have been made in the gr im reaper ’s  
record, which is  pictured so pointedly in the words , “as  in Adam all die.”  
But, God be praised, there is  more to this  text than the dismal wail, “all 
die.”  T here is  the promise of life:   “Even so in Chr is t shall all be made 
alive.” (1 Cor inthians  15: 22).  As  all die, so all, because of Chr is t, shall 
live.  T he “all” includes  those near  to us  by the ties  of nature who were so 
rudely torn from our  hear ts  and homes .  What a day is  before us !  How it 
thr ills  the soul and quickens  the emotions !  I t is  the comfor t for  our  
sor row, hope for  our  despair , j oy for  our  tears .  T he poison of the s ting of 
death has  been removed by the gospel balm, and now we “sor row not, 
even as  others  which have no hope.” (1 T hes salonians  4: 13).  But rather  
do we look forward to that time when “there shall be no more death, 
neither  sor row, nor  crying, neither  shall there be any more pain;  for  the 
former  things  are pas sed away.”  Revelation 21: 4.

No longer  does  death mean an eternal separation from those we 
hold dear .  I n God’s  great plan it now becomes  but a little res t, a quiet 
s leep, until the s torm is  pas sed;  then comes  the call to eternal life.  How 
good is  our  God to take away the s ting of death!  How comfor ting are 
those little words , “s leep” and “res t!”  David, speaking of death, says :  
God, “giveth His  beloved s leep.” (Psalms  127: 2).  L ike a weary child, 
God’s  “beloved” drops  off to s leep, knowing full well that his  Father  will 
call him in the dawn of His  tomor row, and in glad anticipation he wr ites , “I  
will behold T hy face in r ighteousnes s :  I  shall be satis fied, when I  awake, 
with T hy likenes s .”  Psalms  17: 15.

T he great Apos tle Paul, eager  that none should wor ry about death, 
also uses  the peaceful expres s ion “s leep” in descr ibing the death of the 
r ighteous .  “I  would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning 
them which are as leep, that ye sor row not, even as  others  which have no 
hope. . . . For  this  we say unto you by the Word of the Lord, that we 
which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent 
[  or  precede ]  them which are as leep.”  1 T hes salonians  4: 13-15.

T hen he goes  on to tell of the call to awake from death at the 
second coming of our  Lord:   “For  the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump 
of God:  and the dead in Chr is t shall r ise fir s t:   T hen we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up together  with them in the clouds , to meet 
the Lord in the air :  and so shall we ever  be with the Lord. Wherefore 
comfor t one another  with these words .” 1 T hes salonians  4: 16-18.  (S ee 
also Psalms  13: 3;   Daniel 12: 2;   Acts  7: 60;   Revelation 14: 13.).

With this  view of death God’s  children are unafraid of its  presence.  
As  Paul faced the executioner , he cr ied:  “O death, where is  thy s ting? O 
grave, where is  thy victory?. . . . But thanks  be to God, which giveth us  



the victory through our  Lord Jesus  Chr is t.” 1 Cor inthians  15: 55-57.  Chr is t 
has  gained the victory over  death for  every soul.  When He arose in 
tr iumph over  the grave that resur rection morning, He made pos s ible the 
release from the pr ison house of death of all who have felt its  cruel 
bondage.  From the cour ts  of glory Jesus  shouts  in tr iumph:   “I  am He 
that liveth, and was  dead;  and, behold, I  am alive for  evermore;  . . .and 
have the keys  of hell [  grave ]  and of death.”  Revelation 1: 18.

 While upon ear th Jesus , in a few ins tances , manifes ted His  power  
over  death and the grave.  T his  He did because of the compass ion and 
sympathy of His  soul for  the sor rowing, and to beget confidence in Himself 
as  the Resur rection and the Life.  When the people s tood in awe at His  
power , He cr ied:  “Marvel not at this :  for  the hour  is  coming, in the which 
all that are in the graves  shall hear  His  voice, and shall come for th.”  John 
5: 28, 29.  What a glor ious  morning that will be!  No words  of man can 
descr ibe the j oy of that hour .  I n response to the voice of K ing Jesus , 
which echoes  and re-echoes  to every par t of the ear th and sea, the dead 
come for th, clad in immortal youth.  “I n a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the las t trump:  for  the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be 
raised incor ruptible, and we shall be changed. . . . T hen shall be brought 
to pas s  the saying that is  wr itten, Death is  swallowed up in victory.”  1 
Cor inthians  15: 52-54.  T ruly, “God’s  tomor row is  a day of gladness , and 
its  j oys  shall never  fade.”  T hough “weeping may endure for  a night, . . . 
j oy cometh in the morning.”  Psalms  30: 5.  Jus t to know that the morning 
of the resur rection is  has tening on apace is  enough to dry falling tears , to 
revive per ishing hopes .  I t is  only “a little while, and He that shall come 
will come, and will not tar ry.”  Hebrews  10: 37.

Pos s ibly the words  of this  little poem will br ing to some sor rowing 
hear t the message that God would have you hear  j us t now:

“One night, when my life was  young and s trong,
I  was  crooning a lullaby

T o my sweet wee tot three summers  old,
When the babe began to cry

For  the dollies  my mother -hands  had made,
And I  soothed her  childish sor row

With the words :  ‘Your  babies  are put away;
You may have them again tomor row.’

“And now, as  I  travel the sunset road
‘Mid the twilight soft and deep,

While my empty arms  are s tarving
For  the forms  once hushed to s leep,

My Father  in love bends  over  me,
And there’s  hope ins tead of sor row,

As  He says :  ‘Your  babies  are safe as leep;
You may have them again tomor row.’ “

God forbid that the gr ief of despair  should rob us  of our  vis ion and 
s trength.  Rather  should our  sor row and los s  lead us  to a complete 
consecration of every fibre of our  being to God.  Jesus  is  coming, and 
coming soon!  T he long, dark reign of death is  about to end.  T he s igns  of 



that event are everywhere.  No longer  should the wail, “I  don’t have much 
to live for  s ince John died,” pas s  our  lips .  We have everything to live for  -  
Chr is t, eternal life, meeting our  loved ones , heaven, eternal home!

T he great Apos tle Paul was  thinking of j us t such a prospect when he
wrote:  “Comfor t one another  with these words .”

P R AYE R :   Dear  heavenly F at her , w e t hank T hee again f or  t he 
pr omis es  of  T hy W or d s o helpf u l and appr opr iat e f or  ever y need of  
man.  L or d, w hile w e do not  under s t and t he r eas on f or  many of  
t he t r agic happenings  of  l i f e, w hich include t he r emoval of  our  
loved ones  by deat h, w e t hank T hee f or  t he bles s ed as s ur ance 
t hat  t o t hos e w ho love T hee t he par t ing is  not  f or  ever .  W e r ej oice 
in  ant icipat ion of  t hat  glad day w hen w e w il l  meet  never  t o par t  
again.  W e t hank T hee f or  buoying up our  s pir i t s  w it h  t he B les s ed 
H ope of  t he glad r e-union day, s o s oon t o daw n.  H elp us  t o keep 
on looking up, w e pr ay in  H is  pr ecious  name.  Amen.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - -
CHAPT ER EI GHT

*  His  S econd Advent.

T H E  GR E AT E S T  E VE NT  I N H I S T OR Y

W HI LE S T ANDI NG in the Capitol Building, Washington, D. C., one 
day, we gazed high up into the dome where are inscr ibed T ennyson’s  
immortal lines :  

“One God, One Law, One Element -
And one far -off Divine Event-

T o which the whole creation moves .”
T hat one supreme event toward which all creation moves  and 

toward which all his tory is  tending, is  the second coming of Chr is t.
Nineteen centur ies  ago, our  Lord entered this  wor ld via Bethlehem’s  

manger .  He remained here thir ty- three years , and then returned to the 
wor ld of glory and light whence He came.  His  fir s t advent is  the greates t 
and mos t impor tant fact in human his tory -  so great that today all his tory 
is  reckoned as  before or  after  His  bir th.  (B .C. or  A.D).  We have noted 
that Jesus  Chr is t, the S on of God, by reason of that vis it, and by what He 
did and taught while here, became and has  remained the greates t figure 
of all time.

I t naturally follows , then, that the mos t impor tant announcement 
that one could br ing to the people of this  generation is  that He who has  
wielded such great influence in human affair s , is  about to appear  in this  
wor ld the second time.  On His  fir s t vis it to this  planet, He laid the 
foundation of human salvation.  When He returns  He will put into effect 
the eternal pr inciples  of His  kingdom, and he will es tablish r ighteousnes s , 
j us tice, and equity in all the ear th.

While this  may all sound fanciful and improbable to many, it is , 
never theles s , no cunningly devised fable.  Our  Lord will surely come again. 
I n fact, we say on the author ity of God’s  Word, that the second advent of 
Chr is t is  an absolute, as sured cer tainty.  T here is  nothing more pos itive 



and cer tain in God’s  programme for  the salvation of mankind.  Events  all 
about us , in fulfilment of B ible prophecy, are shaping with amazing 
pos itivenes s  to this  very end.  Yes , T ennyson was  r ight when he wrote, 
“One far -off divine event to which the whole creation moves ,” with the 
exception that that event is  not now so far  off.

Every person who believes  in God, every person who accepts  Jesus  
and would be counted as  a Chr is tian, every person who holds  the B ible to 
be God’s  Word, mus t believe in the second coming of Chr is t and that He 
will return in the near  future.  T his  doctr ine is  one of the outs tanding 
teachings  in the B ible which is  the foundation of our  Chr is tian belief.  I  
suppose no subj ect of the S cr iptures  is  more pronounced or  more clear ly 
s tated than this  one, for  there are at leas t three hundred pos itive 
s tatements  regarding the second coming of Chr is t in the New T es tament 
alone.  I t would appear  that every wr iter  ins is ts  upon it, so it is  not a 
matter  of interpretation.

When we deal with this  subj ect, we are dealing with one of 
incontrover tible fact.  Jesus  Chr is t is  coming again, and what is  more, He 
is  coming in our  time, and if we unders tand the B ible ar ight, His  coming 
will change the face of this  wor ld.  His  coming will solve all the vexing 
problems  facing the nations  j us t now.  His  coming will usher  in an eternal 
kingdom of peace.  His  coming will mark the inauguration of a new 
kingdom in which there will not be found any of the things  that make this  
life so sad.  His  coming will mark the end of evil, s in, and suffer ing, and 
the br inging in of r ighteousnes s , peace, and ever las ting j oy.

I n suppor t of our  contention that the Lord will come again, we read 
Hebrews  9: 28:  “S o Chr is t was  once offered to bear  the s ins  of many;  and 
unto them that look for  Him shall He appear  the second time without s in 
unto salvation.”  T o those who are ready when He returns , this  will be the 
greates t of all days  in their  exper ience, for  it is  recorded of them in I saiah 
25 that they will gaze heavenward in that glad day and say, “Lo, this  is  
our  God;  we have waited for  Him, and He will save us :  this  is  the Lord;  we 
have waited for  Him, we will be glad and rej oice in His  salvation.”  Verse 
9.  S o, to His  followers  who are waiting and praying for  their  Lord’s  return, 
this  will be the culmination of their  every hope, the realization of their  
every des ire.

T o others , however , His  coming will be as  a thief in the night, and 
they shall mourn when they ultimately view His  appear ing.  John the 
revelator , in the s ixth chapter  of the Book of Revelation, has  outlined the 
reaction of those who are not prepared to meet the Lord when he returns  
in all His  glory.  Here it is  recorded:   “And the heaven departed as  a scroll 
when it is  rolled together ;  and every mountain and is land were moved out 
of their  places . And the kings  of the ear th, and the great men, and the 
r ich men, and the chief captains , and the mighty men, and every 
bondman, and every free man, hid themselves  in the dens  and in the 
rocks  of the mountains ;   And said to the mountains  and rocks , Fall on us , 
and hide us  from the face of him that s itteth on the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb:  [17] For  the great day of his  wrath is  come;  and who 
shall be able to s tand?” Revelation 6: 14-17.  Now is  the time to prepare 
our  hear ts  for  that great day, for  whether  the wor ld approves  or  not, 
whether  men des ire Him or  not, Jesus  our  bles sed Lord and Redeemer  is  
coming again.



Let us  turn to God’s  Word once more and see how absolutely 
cer tain these things  are. We base our  belief in the second coming on the 
author ity of the infallible word of Jesus  Himself.  When Jesus  says  He is  
coming again the second time, that settles  the matter  for  ever  for  us , and 
Jesus  has  said j us t that.  I mmediately pr ior  to His  death upon the cros s , 
He said to His  disciples , “I  go to prepare a place for  you.  And if I  go and 
prepare a place for  you, I  will come again, and receive you unto Myself;  
that where I  am, there ye may be also.”  John 14:  2, 3.

Here in the words  of the greates t of all author ities , Jesus  Himself, is  
a clear -cut unequivocal promise and pledge, the meaning of which there is  
no pos s ibility of mis taking.  “I  will come again,” said our  Lord.  And in the 
twenty-eighth verse of John 14 He repeats  this  promise in these words , “I  
go away, and come again unto you.”  T o the unbelieving Phar isees  and 
scr ibes  j us t before His  betrayal, He declared “Ye shall not see Me 
hencefor th, till ye shall say, B les sed is  He that cometh in the name of the 
Lord.”  Matthew 23: 39.

Replying to the ques tions  of His  disciples  as  to what would be the 
s igns  of His  coming and of the end of the wor ld -  and those s igns  are all 
clear ly outlined in Matthew 24 and Luke 21 -  Jesus  said, “T hen shall 
appear  the s ign of the S on of man in heaven:  . . . and they shall see the 
S on of man coming in the clouds  of heaven with power  and great glory.”  
Matthew 24: 30.

On another  occas ion, he said to His  disciples , “the S on of man shall 
come in the glory of His  Father  with His  angels .”  Matthew 16: 27.  On the 
occas ion of His  tr ial, when adj ured by the High Pr ies t, Jesus  replied, 
“Hereafter  shall ye see the S on of man s itting on the r ight hand of power , 
and coming in the clouds  of heaven.”  Matthew 26: 64.

I n the las t chapter  of the B ible, this  same Jesus  repeats  three times  
to His  servant John this  great truth of His  second coming:  “Behold, I  come 
quickly,” and “Behold, I  come quickly,” and “S urely I  come quickly.”

After  reading these precious  promises , it would seem only natural 
that every person who accepts  Jesus  as  his  guide and teacher  mus t have 
a conviction created in his  hear t regarding the cer tainty of the second 
coming of Chr is t.  T hese things  admit of no doubt.

Not only did our  Lord make these plain, pos itive s tatements  giving 
as surance of His  second coming, but dur ing His  public minis try He uttered 
many parables  in which He forcefully presented this  great truth.

I n the parable of the ten virgins  (Matthew 25), He admonishes  His  
people, “Watch, therefore, for  ye know neither  the day nor  the hour  
wherein the S on of man cometh.”  And He appeals  to every disciple to be 
ready.

I n the same chapter , in the parable of the talents , He represents  
Himself as  a man travelling into a far  country who, before going away, 
delivered His  affair s  in this  wor ld -  the work of human salvation -  into the 
s tewardship of His  servants , giving them special pr ivileges  and 
oppor tunities  to car ry forward His  work.  T hen He declares  that after  a 
long time He will come again and reckon with them all in a final j udgment.

I n the parable of the tares , recorded in Matthew 13, He plainly 
declares  that the end of the wor ld is  to be connected with a work of 
separation between the r ighteous  and the wicked, at the es tablishment of 
His  kingdom.



I n parable after  parable, Jesus  sets  before the wor ld in His  public 
teaching, the truth of the coming of His  kingdom, at which time final 
j udgment of the wor ld, and ultimate render ing of rewards  and 
punishments , take place.  I n His  model prayer , He taught His  disciples  to 
pray, “T hy kingdom come.  T hy will be done in ear th as  it is  in heaven.”  
Plainly then, the immutable Word of God teaches  the second coming of 
Chr is t.  Nothing can prevent its  occur rence.  Unbelief will not hinder  it.  
Oppos ition will not s top it.  Fear  of it will not keep it from coming, for  it is  
predicted in the infallible Word of God.

I n the ear ly days  of the las t war  when the German invas ion was  on, 
a bomb was  dropped near  the Warsaw Depot of one of the great B ible 
societies , blowing out windows  and doors .  Only one little pane of glas s  
remained unshattered, on which was  pr inted, “Heaven and ear th shall 
pas s  away, but My Word shall not pas s  away.”  T hese words  remained on 
that small fragment of glas s  for  all to see dur ing the long months  and 
weary years  of the war , and passer s -by often took off their  hats  saying, 
“I t is  a miracle.”  Yes , and God’s  Word, too, is  a miracle.  We should thank 
Him every day for  it, especially for  those precious  promises  concerning our  
Lord’s  second coming.

I t may be difficult for  you to appreciate that fact that Chr is t is  
coming, and coming soon.  Never theles s , He will come, and we pray that 
you will be among those who will greet Him with j oy when He returns .

A gentleman who lived on Long I s land, New York, had for  many 
years  wanted to buy a good, reliable barometer .  T he pr ice asked for  
these delicate ins truments  seemed more than he could afford;  but one 
day in 1938, he satis fied his  long ambition by buying a barometer  made 
by a reputable firm.  I t was  shipped to his  home.  You can imagine his  
disappointment when, after  unpacking it, the ins trument regis tered, 
“Hur r icane.”  He shook it vigorous ly to dis lodge the needle, but it s till 
s tayed on the “s torm” area on the dial.  He was  not only disappointed, but 
he was  angry, and returned the barometer  to the firm with a s trong letter  
of complaint.  Upon returning to his  Long I s land home the next evening, 
he found his  home was  mis s ing.  T he barometer  was  r ight.  A hur r icane 
had swept away his  home and all he pos ses sed.

Many people today are sceptical about the barometer  of God’s  Word 
of prophecy;  but, fr iends , a fair  and impartial s tudy of the prophecies  will 
lead any hones t man to discern that God’s  barometer  has  predicted 
present wor ld conditions .  We are living in that “s torm” per iod immediately 
pr ior  to the second advent.  But beyond the s torms  and tempes ts  there 
lies , in sunny peacefulnes s  and res t, the glory that is  to be revealed, the 
kingdom of the Mos t High, j oy unspeakable, and life eternal.  May God 
keep us  calm as  we face the future, and may His  abiding presence be with 
us  all as  we keep on looking up till He comes  to take us  to our  home 
above.

P R AYE R :   Dear  heavenly F at her , w e t hank T hee f or  t he pr ecious  
pr omis e of  our  L or d’s  r et ur n.  W e ar e happy in  t he know ledge t hat  
s oon al l  s in  and s or r ow  w il l  be r emoved f r om t he ear t h  f or  ever .  
L ike t he dis ciples  of  old, w e pr ay again t h is  day, “T hy kingdom 
come.  T hy w il l  be done on ear t h , as  i t  is  in  heaven.”  Gr ant  t hat  
w e might  be t her e in  t hat  glad day, w e pr ay in  H is  pr ecious  name.  



Amen.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
CHAPT ER NI NE

L OOK  U P  AND L I VE

NO BOOK in recent years  has  caused such a s tir  as  William Vogt’s  
“Road to S urvival.”   Within its  pages  he charges  the people who have lived 
upon this  ear th in the pas t three hundred years  with behaving as  if the 
ear th’s  resources  were limitles s .  He declares  that the present 
tremendous ly rapid growth in human population is  fr ightening.  I t is  
caus ing mankind to face the kind of cr is is  that should cause us  to s tudy 
immediately ways  and means  of as sur ing our  survival.  I n his  own words  
he declares :   “A br ief survey of five continents  makes  it obvious  that man 
has  moved into an untenable pos ition by protracted and wholesome 
violation of cer tain natural laws .  Much has  already been los t, but mos t of 
the wealth that s till remains  to us  can be vas tly increased, and man’s  
survival as sured, if we hur ry. T he mos t cr itical danger  is  that we shall not 
realize how shor t we are of that one unrenewable resource -  time!  I f we 
wait until next year , or  next decade, to push our  search for  a solution, 
then our  fate may be sealed.  Never  before in his tory have so many 
hundreds  of millions  of people teetered at the edge of a precipice.”

William Vogt is  but one of many individuals  who, while not 
par ticular ly familiar  with B ible prophecy, are so deeply s tir red by the swift-
moving events  of our  day, and conditions  prevailing at the moment, that 
they wonder  if there is  really time left in which to plan a rescue of the 
human race.  We want all who are discouraged by these prophets  of doom 
to lift up their  heads  and rej oice, for  our  Deliverer  will soon be here.  T he 
road to survival lies , we believe, in the second coming of Chr is t.  He is  our  
only hope.  I n John 14: 1-3 we read His  own precious  promise concerning 
His  return:   “Let not your  hear t be troubled:  ye believe in God, believe 
also in me.  I n my Father's  house are many mans ions :  if it were not so, I  
would have told you. I  go to prepare a place for  you.  And if I  go and 
prepare a place for  you, I  will come again, and receive you unto myself;  
that where I  am, there ye may be also.”  And fur ther , in Luke 21: 28:   
“And when these things  begin to come to pas s , then look up, and lift up 
your  heads ;  for  your  redemption draweth nigh.”  

We have refer red to these texts  because we do not wish you to 
ques tion for  a moment the fact that the Lord Jesus  will come again.  Not 
only does  Jesus  refer  to this  glor ious  event time and time again, but His  
disciples  bound it up with every doctr ine they taught, and with every 
exhor tation to holy living.  When the Apos tle Paul earnes tly entreated the 
Chr is tians  of his  day to faithfully attend church services , he did so by 
appealing to the imminency of the Lord’s  return.  He said, “Let us  cons ider  
one another  to provoke unto love and to good works :  not for saking the 
as sembling of our selves  together , as  the manner  of some is ;  but 
exhor ting one another :  and so much the more, as  ye see the day 
approaching.”  Hebrews  10: 24, 25.  When he endeavoured to inspire them 
to live godly lives , he exhor ted them by saying, “I  pray God your  whole 



spir it and soul and body be preserved blameles s  unto the coming of our  
Lord Jesus  Chr is t.”  1 T hes salonians  5: 23.

Again, whenever  he was  called upon to comfor t the hear ts  of those 
bereaved of loved ones , he did so by reminding them of the coming of the 
Lord in these words  of as surance and hope:   “For  the Lord himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God:  and the dead in Chr is t shall r ise fir s t:   T hen we 
which are alive and remain shall be caught up together  with them in the 
clouds , to meet the Lord in the air :  and so shall we ever  be with the Lord.  
Wherefore comfor t one another  with these words .” 1 T hes salonians  4: 16-
18.  I  do not know of any more comfor ting promise than this :  that in the 
day of the Lord’s  return, our  loved ones  will be res tored to us  again.

Maybe there is  someone who is  saying to himself, “Well, suppose 
Jesus  doesn’t come, what does  it matter?”  We answer  this  ques tion in 
detail.  I f Chr is t does  not return, then not one grave in this  wor ld 
containing the mortal remains  of a child of God will ever  give up the dead.  
And every Chr is tian who has  died in the hope of a glor ious  resur rection, 
has  hoped in vain.  You cannot show us  one promise of the resur rection 
that is  not somehow bound up with the second coming of Chr is t.  T urn 
back to the patr iarch Job, and find what he has  to say about it:  “For  I  
know that my Redeemer  liveth, and that He shall s tand at the latter  day 
upon the ear th:  and though after  my skin worms  des troy this  body, yet in 
my flesh shall I  see God.”  Job 19: 25, 26.  T he hope of Job was  bound up 
with the return of his  Redeemer  to this  ear th.  T he Apos tle Paul says  the 
dead in Chr is t shall r ise when he comes .  1 T hes salonians  4: 16-18.

Again, if Chr is t should not return, not one child of God would ever  
be rewarded for  anything that he had ever  done for  the cause of our  Lord. 
T he great apos tle declared j us t before his  execution:   “I  have fought a 
good fight, I  have finished my course, I  have kept the faith:  Hencefor th 
there is  laid up for  me a crown of r ighteousnes s , which the Lord, the 
r ighteous  j udge, shall give me at that day:  and not to me only, but unto 
all them also that love his  appear ing.”  2 T imothy 4: 7, 8.  T o what day 
does  Paul refer?  Why, to the glad day when Jesus  returns , for  we read in 
Revelation 22: 12 that when He returns  He will br ing rewards  with Him.  
Paul has  been dead near ly nineteen hundred years , but he will not be 
rewarded until the day of Chr is t’s  return.  I f Jesus  doesn’t come again, he 
will not be rewarded at all, and neither  will any other  martyr  who has  laid 
down his  life for  the cause of Chr is t.

We s tate unhes itatingly, that if Chr is t should not return, then there 
is  absolutely no hope for  this  wor ld.  No matter  how s incere men may be 
in their  effor ts  to cor rect things  j us t now, conditions  can never  be r ighted 
until Jesus  comes .  Wars  and rumours  of wars , uncer tainty and fear , with 
ear thquakes , pes tilences , and famines , are our  lot in spite of the 
tremendous  effor ts  that men are making to br ing order  out of chaos  and 
res tore balance to a topsy- turvy wor ld.  T his  is  all in harmony with the 
prophetic forecas t given by our  Lord in the long ago. (S ee Matthew 24 and 
Luke 21).  T hank God there is  a day coming when the ear th shall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord, and nations  shall never  learn the ar t of war  
again;  when the lion shall eat s traw like the bullock, and the deser t shall 
blos som like the rose.  T here is  coming a day when we will have heaven 
upon this  ear th, but that day is  always  as sociated in God’s  Word with the 



return of Jesus .
No doubt some farmers  and orchardis ts  will read these lines .  What 

hope is  there for  you under  present conditions?  I saiah says , the ear th will 
grow old and “wear  out like a robe.” ( I saiah 51: 6, Moffatt’s  trans lation).  
T he prophet Joel warns  that toward the close of this  age pes ts  will 
increas ingly attack the fruits  of the ear th, caus ing men to become 
discouraged.  Read the fir s t chapter  of Joel, ver ses  11 and 12, for  his  
descr iption of farming conditions  in the las t days .  Among other  things  he 
says :  “T he farmer  is  downcas t, the vine dres ser  wails , . . . the fig tree 
withers , pomegranate, palm, and apple;  every tree of the field is  
adrooping, and j oy fades  from man.”  (Moffatt’s  trans lation).

Any farmer  will tell us  upon reques t, of numerous  difficulties  
as sociated with farming today.  Our  grandparents  remember  the time 
when apples  had no codlin moth, when s tone fruits  were impervious  to 
disease, when potatoes  and tomatoes  had no blight, and wheat no rus t.  
But today one cannot success fully farm without the aid of insecticides  and 
fungicides .  Our  lives tock is  being more and more ravaged by disease.  
Man himself has  to live in an atmosphere of approximately two thousand 
diseases .  Our  public and pr ivate hospitals  are crowded to the doors , while 
thousands  of patients  badly in need of hospitalization await admis s ion.  I t 
is  cer tainly a s ick old wor ld in which we live.

I n addition, insanity is  increas ing at an alarming rate, and is  making 
ser ious  inroads  in our  mids t.  T he s train of the times  is  such that there 
are, according to the s tatis ticians , twice as  many insane people in the 
wor ld today as  there were for ty years  ago.  S ince that day when the atom 
bomb dropped on Hiroshima, a new and ter r ible fear  has  gr ipped the 
hear ts  of all men.  T hat or iginal bomb devas tated two square miles  only.  
T oday men are exper imenting with bombs  calculated to des troy 
everything within an area of one thousand square miles .  Dr . Hans  
T hir r ing, the man who discovered the pr inciple behind the hydrogen 
bomb, says :  “T he radio activity released would be sufficient to kill all 
organic life on ear th -  yes , birds , beas ts , fish, plants , and the human race 
in its  entirety. . . . I t is  too late to s top the development of this  or  any 
other  atomic weapon.”  S cientis ts  and geneticis ts  are s till uncover ing 
through exper iments  with mice and other  animals  the hor r ible and 
fr ightening effects  of atomic radiation that are yet to be seen in future 
generations  of men.  T hey s tate unhes itatingly that should the results  of 
some of these exper iments  be repeated in the human race, then the doom 
of mankind is  already determined by the atomic explos ions  of the pas t.  
S omeone has  well said, “T his  old wor ld of our s  is  aging rapidly, and the 
s igns  of its  abating activity are on every hand.  I ts  pulse beat is  
abnormally fas t.  Racked by fire and flood, lashed by s torm and tide, cleft 
by quake and the lightning ter ror , it has  left yawning chasms , gaping 
holes , rugged rocks  -  the wounds  of nature in its  mute s truggle with the 
forces  of iniquity.”  But release is  coming, for  I  read, “T hou, O Lord, in the 
beginning dids t lay the foundations  of the ear th . . . and they will all grow 
old like a garment, . . . yes , like a garment, and they will undergo a 
change.”  Hebrews  1: 11, 12,  Weymouth’s  trans lation.

I f Chr is t should not return, nature would never  be set free from 
ens lavement, decay, and disease.  But I  read in 2 Peter  3: 1-13, that in 
the day of the Lord’s  return this  old wor ld will be pur ified and cleansed by 



the fire of His  own kindling, and the Apos tle Peter  says  (ver se 13 ) , 
“Never theles s  we, according to His  promise, look for  new heavens  and a 
new ear th, wherein dwelleth r ighteousnes s .”

We repeat, the second advent of Jesus  is  our  one and only hope of 
survival.  S urely we should view with hope this  coming day, and look with 
j oy to the future when all that would des troy us  shall be removed!  Jesus  
said in the long ago:  “And there shall be s igns  in the sun, and in the 
moon, and in the s tar s ;  and upon the ear th dis tres s  of nations , with 
perplex ity, the sea and the waves  roar ing:  men’s  hear ts  failing them for  
fear , and for  looking after  those things  which are coming on the ear th:  for  
the powers  of heaven shall be shaken.  And then shall they see the S on of 
man coming in a cloud with power  and great glory.  And when these 
things  begin to come to pas s , then look up, and lift up your  heads ;  for  
your  redemption draweth nigh.” Luke 21: 25-28.  We thank the Lord for  
this  invitation to look up, to lift up our  heads , to be of good cheer , for  the 
future is  br ight for  the child of God.

P R AYE R :   Dear  heavenly F at her , w e t hank T hee f or  t he bles s ed 
pr omis es  of  T hy W or d.  At  t h is  t ime w hen men’s  hear t s  ar e f ai l ing 
t hem f or  f ear  as  t hey cont emplat e t he f u t ur e w it hout  T hee, w e 
gladly r es pond t o t he admonit ion t o look up and l ive.  I n  Jes us  
name.  Amen.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

T H E  CH R I S T I AN’S  H OME

I  have a home above, John 14: 2
From s in and sor row free: Revelation 21: 4, 

27
A mans ion which eternal love John 3: 16
Des igned and formed for  me. Matthew 

25: 34

My Father ’s  gracious  hand Ephes ians  1: 3
Has  bui lt this  sweet abode; Hebrews  11: 6
From ever las ting it was  planned, Ephes ians  

1: 11
My dwell ing-place with God. Exodus  15: 17

My S aviour ’s  precious  blood Hebrews  9: 11, 12
Has  made my title sure; Hebrews  

10: 14
He passed through death’s  dark raging flood Matthew 

27: 46, 50
T o make my res t secure. Hebrews  

4: 5-11

T he Comfor ter  is  come, Acts  2: 2, 
4

T he earnes t has  been given; Ephes ians  1: 13, 
14

He leads  me onward to the home Romans  8: 14
Reserved for  me in heaven. 1 Peter  1: 4, 5



Br ight angel’s  guard my way; Psalms  
91: 11

His  minis ter s  of power Psalms  
103: 20

Encamping round me night and day Psalms  34: 7
Preserve in danger ’s  hour . 2 Kings  6: 16, 

17

Loved ones  now fal len as leep, 1 
T hessalonians  4: 14

Whose pi lgr im days  are done, Hebrews  
11: 13

I  hope soon to clasp and greet 1 
T hessalonians  2: 19

Where par tings  are unknown. 1 
T hessalonians  4: 17

But more than al l  I  long Exodus  
33: 18

His  glor ies  to behold John 17: 24
Whose smile e’er  fills  that radiant throng Psalms  

4: 7
With ecs tasy untold. 1 Cor inthians  2: 9

T hat br ight, yet tender  smile Numbers  
6: 25, 26

(My sweetes t welcome there) Matthew 
25: 34

S hall  cheer  me through the “l i ttle while” John 
14: 18, 19

I  tar ry for  Him here. 1 T hessalonians  
1: 10

And then through endles s  days Psalms  
145: 2

Where al l  T hy glor ies  shine, Revelation 21: 23
I n happier , hol ier  s trains  I ’l l  praise Revelation 5: 9, 

10
T he grace that made me T hine. Ephes ians  

2: 8

(“Notes  for  B ible Readings ,”  Morgan and S cott).
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
CHAPT ER T EN

*  Look up! T here is  a home for  you in yonder - sky.

YOU R  H E AVE NL Y H OME

F RI ENDS , our  heavenly Father  is  always  thinking of His  children. 



I n fact, we are never  out of His  thoughts .  I n the S cr iptures  we 
read:  “He that keepeth I s rael shall neither  s lumber  nor  s leep,” and He is  
cons tantly working things  out for  the bes t good of those that love and 
serve Him.  God not only thinks  of us  and our  needs  dur ing this  life’s  
exper ience, but He earnes tly des ires  that we should have a par t in the 
wor ld to come.

Oh, that men might lift their  heads  away from the soil from which 
they are endeavour ing to extract a living, and look up and see the angel 
of God waiting to place a crown of eternal life upon their  brows !  this  
present life is  only a fleeting shadow, but the life to come will be an 
eternal reality, and, too, all that God offer s  to us  as sociated with the 
future life will be real and tangible.

We wish to tell you about the home that God has  prepared for  you 
in heaven.  When Jesus  left the ear th, He said He was  going to prepare 
mans ions  for  His  followers  in His  Father ’s  house.  I n John 14: 1-3 we read:  
“Let not your  hear t be troubled:  ye believe in God, believe also in me. I n 
my Father's  house are many mans ions :  if it were not so, I  would have told 
you. I  go to prepare a place for  you. And if I  go and prepare a place for  
you, I  will come again, and receive you unto myself;  that where I  am, 
there ye may be also.”  

Our  heavenly home will surely be something wor thwhile.  T hink who 
is  des igning it -  none else but the Lord Jesus  Himself.  We read in the 
B ible that what the ear  has  not heard, nor  eye seen, and what has  never  
entered into the mind of men, God has  prepared for  those who love Him.  
I  wish we could forget the old idea of heaven’s  being a spir it-wor ld where 
people are immater ial spir its , for , according to the S cr iptures , heaven will 
be quite different from that.  And here’s  the proof.  I  am reading 
Philippians  3: 20, 21:   “For  our  conversation is  in heaven;  from whence 
also we look for  the S aviour , the Lord Jesus  Chr is t:  Who shall change our  
vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his  glor ious  body, according 
to the working whereby he is  able even to subdue all things  unto Himself.” 
Goodspeed trans lates  this  pas sage as  follows :   “He will make over  our  
poor  bodies  to resemble His  glor ious  body.”  Do you get the s ignificance of 
that?  Our  bodies  will be changed to resemble the glor ious  resur rected 
body of our  Lord, and this  change will take place at the appear ing of our  
Lord. (1 John 3: 2).
 Let us  now notice the s ignificance of the fact that we are going to 
be j us t like Jesus  was  in bodily form r ight after  the resur rection.  When He 
met with His  disciples  He made it very clear  to them that He was  a real, 
mater ial being.  He s tated this  fact pos itively in Luke 24: 39, where we 
read:   “A spir it hath not flesh and bones , as  ye see Me have.”  And to 
doubting T homas  He said:   “Reach hither  thy finger , and behold My 
hands ;  and reach hither  thy hand, and thrus t it into My s ide;  and be not 
faithles s , but believing.”  John 20: 27.

When T homas  reached out his  hand and found that the Mas ter  was  
really there in person, and that He was  a real, tangible being, he 
exclaimed, “My Lord and my God!”  We br ing this  proof of the tangible, 
mater ial body of our  Lord to you because the S cr ipture says  we shall be 
like Him.  T hus , when we come for th from the grave, or  if we live to see 
Him come, we shall be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye at 
the las t trump, and these vile, mor tal bodies  of our s  will be changed and 



we shall become immortal, tangible beings .
Next we answer  the ques tion, “S hall we par take of food in the 

kingdom to come?”  I t is  interes ting to note that Chr is t could and did 
par take of food after  the resur rection.  We read in Luke 24: 41-43:   “And 
while they yet believed not for  j oy, and wondered, He said unto them, 
Have ye here any meat?  And they gave Him a piece of broiled fish, and of 
an honeycomb.  And He took it, and did eat before them.

T hat we shall eat and dr ink in the life to come is  clear  from the 
s tatement of our  Lord Himself, who said, as  recorded in Matthew 26: 29:   
“ I  say unto you, I  will not dr ink hencefor th of this  fruit of the vine, until 
that day when I  dr ink it new with you in My Father ’s  kingdom.”  S o you 
see, God’s  heaven will be a very real place with real people in it.

I t is  spoken of as  a place where houses  will be built and crops  
harves ted.  T he Lord says , through the prophet I saiah, “Behold, I  create 
new heavens  and a new ear th. . . .And they [the inhabitants  of the new 
ear th and the New Jerusalem] shall plant vineyards , and eat the fruit of 
them.”  I saiah 65: 17-23.  I  hope, when that day dawns , that I ’ll be living 
in the mids t of all my fr iends , so that I  can have the j oy of handing them 
some grapes  from my vineyard in that glad day.

One thing that is  uppermos t in many people’s  minds  when they 
think about heaven, is  whether  they will know their  fr iends  and loved ones  
there.  T here is  a s tatement made by the Apos tle Paul which indicates  that 
we shall know one another  in heaven.  I n 1 Cor inthians  13: 12 we are told, 
“Now I  know in par t;  but then shall I  know even as  also I  am known.”  I  
would gather  from this  that we shall know others , and they will know us  in 
heaven.

And then I  think of that ques tion that mothers  especially are so 
fond of asking:   “Will our  children grow up in heaven, or  will those that die 
as  infants  always  remain babies?”  We are as sured that the babies  will 
grow up in heaven, for  I saiah 65: 20 declares :   “T here shall be no more 
thence an infant of days .”

But does  that mean that babies  and little children will not go to 
heaven?  Never  forget that it was  the great Life-giver  who said:  “S uffer  
the little children to come unto Me.”  And we can be sure that He will see 
them saved in the kingdom.  I saiah 11 depicts  babes  and sucklings  in the 
new ear th living in the mids t of one- time ravenous  beas ts .  I n Malachi 
4: 2, we are told that, in that day we shall grow up as  calves  of the s tall.  
And what a lovely picture there is  in Z echar iah 8: 5, of boys  and gir ls  
playing in the s treets  of the New Jerusalem!  T he s treets  are full of them, 
we are told.

One of the great pleasures  that awaits  fathers  and mothers  in 
heaven is  to see the children grow up whom, with broken hear ts  and 
many tears , they had laid in the grave dur ing their  soj ourn on ear th.  I n 
that glad day the angels  will place them in the arms  of their  parents , and 
they will have the j oy of seeing them grow up in the atmosphere of the 
gloryland.  Why, that thought in itself should spur  us  on to win the pr ize of 
immortal life, and j oin the loved ones  bes ide the r iver  of life.

We shall never  grow weary in the life to come.  T he B ible says :   
“T hey shall run, and not be weary;  and they shall walk, and not faint.”  
Heaven, on the other  hand, will not be a lazy man’s  country.  Having 
per fect minds  and per fect bodies  we shall cons tantly be so full of energy 



that we shall always  be eager  to do something.
At the end of 6,000 years  the men of this  wor ld have j us t begun to 

discover  some of the secrets  of God’s  great univer se.  Every day new 
discover ies  are being made in every field of science.  What a wonder ful 
thing it will be in the life to come, to s tudy with our  per fect minds  every 
branch of science, and unders tand for  our selves  the wonders  of God’s  
creation!  Here we j us t begin to appreciate some of the wonders  that God 
has  prepared for  man’s  enj oyment when we come to the end of life;  but in 
that day life will never  end.

Jus t think of it!   Heaven will be a place where death will never  
enter .  I n that land there will be no funeral trains , no farewell par tings  
with swollen eyes  and tear - s tained cheeks .  T he aches  that rack our  
bodies , and the fears  that perplex and dis tres s  our  minds  in this  life, will 
have no place there.

Perhaps  you are saying j us t now, But what is  required to get one’s  
name in the Lamb’s  Book of L ife that we may find admittance into the 
heavenly home?  I n Revelation 22: 14 we read:   “B les sed are they that do 
His  commandments , that they may have r ight to the tree of life, and may 
enter  in through the gates  into the city.”  Fr iend, if you feel the S pir it 
tugging at your  hear t, urging you to make sure of enter ing through the 
gates  into the city of God, do not delay.  Your  pas spor t into the heavenly 
country can be obtained r ight now, at this  very moment.  Your  name can 
be regis tered upon the book of life j us t where you are.  I f you ask the 
Lord Jesus  to inscr ibe your  name there He will do it.  I f you are willing to 
sur render  your  all to Him and follow in His  foots teps , your  name will be 
immediately wr itten in letter s  of gold upon the white pages  of the book of 
life.

I t is  not enough to be anxious  about getting to heaven, we mus t 
make a definite decis ion to take out our  citizenship papers  for  heaven.  
We mus t determine to do what we know to be r ight in the s ight of God.  
We mus t walk in the light as  He has  been pleased to reveal it to us , and 
we mus t place our  hands  unreservedly in the hand that was  nailed to the 
cros s  for  us , and ask God to lead us  through all the future of our  lives  until 
it is  our  pr ivilege to be led through the pear ly gates  into the city of God.  
T hink of that beautiful home that Jesus  is  prepar ing for  you r ight now.  
Are you prepar ing to occupy it some day?  Jesus  said to the people of His  
day, “Ye will not come to Me, that ye might have life.”  John 5: 40.  May 
that not be said of one who reads  these lines .  Eternal life in God’s  new 
wor ld is  yours  if you can but say, “I  will,” today.  “And the S pir it and the 
br ide say, Come.  And let him that heareth say, Come.  And let him that is  
athir s t come.  And whosoever  will,  let him take the water  of life freely.”  
Revelation 22: 17.

P R AYE R :   Dear  heavenly F at her , w e t ank T hee f or  t he pr ovis ion 
t hat  T hou has t  made f or  our  et er nal w elf ar e.  W e ar e glad t o lear n, 
dear  L or d, t hat  heaven is  a r eal place, and t hat  w e s hall  know  our  
loved ones  and f r iends  in  t he glor yland.  W e ar e happy t hat  T hou 
has t  r evealed t o us  “t he w ay, t he t r u t h  and t he l i f e.”   W e r es pond 
t o T hy invit at ion t o come and dr ink of  t he w at er  of  l i f e f r eely.  
Cont inue t o “s hew  me T hy w ays , O L or d;  t each me T hy pat hs  . . 
.f or  T hou ar t  t he God of  my s alvat ion;  on T hee do I  w ait  al l  t he 



day.”  I n  Jes us  Name, Amen.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -


