PROVE ALL THINGS

By M. Leslie Rice.
Rgoice evermore  Pray without cecsing In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus aconaerning you. Quench not the Spirit. Despise not prophesyings.
Prove dI things; hold fast that which is good. (Abstan from dl gopearonce of evil. And
the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and | pray God your whole spirit and soul ond
body be preserved blamd ess unto the coming of our L ord Jesus Christ. Fdthful is he that
calleth you, who also will do it. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
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CHAPTER 1

PROVE ALL THINGS

T HERE are two things every person is admonishedto do.  “Prove dl things; hold fost

tha which is good” 1 Thessdonions 5:21. First, “prove dl things;” second, “hold,” or kesp,
“that which is good” We find it comparatively ecsy to do one or the other — “prove” or
“hold fast” — but more difficult to do both.

Everything in the world seems o ke in the proosss of dange We ae living in a
bewildered ond bewildering age. People ae confused  Something seems to have gone wrong
with thar thinking Where right ond wrong were once dear-aut, ond dadk wes the opposite
of white, aneutrd shadng has devaoped between the two that leaves man in astare of geat
uncrtanty. The result is tha mony no longer bdieve anything T hey frankly say, "I don’t
know.”

T he maop of the worldis dhangng, the stondaras of life are lbbaing dtered, ond the very
foundations of fruth ae bbaing cssdled T his is atime when every Christion must be aareful
noft to e swept off his feet. We must hold to that which is good.

Theaeis gea vdue in investigation. The genuine aon stond investigdion. The more
fruth is exposed to light, the geder its kxilliongy. Close study only serves to bring out the
details, to reveal the hidden things unseen by the casual observer.

IT wos no douot to this very hour and to these very condtions that Paul drected his
wise counsd, "Prove dl things.” It wos never more sordly needed than now. T here ae some
people who ae dways recdy 1o aoogpt onything because it is new. They ae ecger 1o be the
first 1o espouse a new cause or a new idea — yes, a new truth.

We should have no fear for the new, provided it hcs possed under the X-roy ond hos
been proved true. However, it should have something more than mere newness to win our
dlegonce. In ashort fime thar which now gopears new will e od It moy lose its lustre.  Its
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bright coadting may dsgopecr. How will it look then? We should ke just s quick to part with
the ddif it is not true & we are to aooept the new if it is frue. Some are determined to hold
on to the dd — they know why, only that it hcs been with them for along time. T hey say,
"It wos good enough for me.” But God may have something better for you than your mother
enjoyed. There is a possibility that some of the things your mother believed were not true.

Do not dsaard the old because it is old, nor aoogpt the new simply beaause it is new.
“Prove all things.” Keep only that which is good, whether old or new.

It is more dongerous to e decaived regardng a rdigous dodrine thon concerning
some atide or a marerid thing To dscover tha we were decaived on the qudity of the
merchandse we purchosed may aause dsappointment. Our purchcse maoy not stond the test
of wear ondhaduse. T his is dways adsoopointment. But dsoopointments aon e endured,
for they sdldom prove fad. However, to aooept a bdief that will mark our woy of life, both
now and in the hereafter, is infinitely more important.

Genadly specking, it is dongerous to fallow the aowd Clea thinking is not found
with the masses. T he mgority refuse to investigate; they go dindy on like shegp thar follow a
lkeader. But it is a mark of wisdom to investigate.

Beaausse thar teachings sounded dfferent, the goostles of the ealy church were
chaged with setting forth stronge dodrines.  They were dffaent, for they had a new
messcge. No dout it dd sound stronge to ears not in fune with heaven. T heair messoge met
with favour from some ond opposition from others.  Some aoogpted, but others rgected it,
this is dways the destiny of fruth. |t auts adear, dstind line ond leaves its hearers ether for
oraganst it. Truth calls men to decision.

Anything tha we have not heard lbefore maoy sound stronge. Espeddly is it frueif it is
something confrary to our regular way of thinking Maony ged dscoveries have met with this
same reagption. This was true in the ealy churah. The Athenions sadd to Paul: “Thou
kringest cartdn stronge things to our ears: we would know therefore wha these things
mean.” Acts 17:20.

T he spedd message of the goostles wos arisen Christ. T his Jesus hah God rased
up, whereof we dl ae withnesses.” Ads 2:32. It seemed impossibe to some that Christ had
been rased from the dead, for resurrection of the dead wos confray to everything they had
ever known. It wos not the regula way of life. It weos indeed a stronge dodrine that the One
who wes ndled to the aoss, then buried in the heat of arodk which wos dosed with a geat
stone, seded with the Romon sed, ond guarded by a compony of amed solders, could
possikdy have been rdsed from the dead It sounded so unrecsondde — a stronge dodrine
indeed to the unbdieving men! But strange ¢ it maoy have sounded, it wes the fruth.  Indeed,
truth often sounds strange when first heard.

How weos this new dodrine recaived? Just os tfruth hos dways been recaived It wes
no dfferent then from what it is now. Some bdieved ond some dd not. T he fad tha some
rgected the messoge of arisen Christ dd not in ony woy dter the fruth. Sadthe ongd: "He
is risen; He is not here: behald the place where they laid Him.” Mark 16:6.

Some were willing fo investigate, ond those that dd were gedily rewaded  As is
often the ase, the message which at first sounded so stronge they found 1o e the truth.
T hey dscovered one of the gedtest fruths ever krought to men — arisen Christ. Many of dl
dosses aoogpted this new mossage. “The Word of God inaessed and the number of the
dsdples multiplied in Jerusdem gedly; and agea compaony of the priests were olbbedent to
thefaith.” Acts 6:7. Those who will study and investigate are always rewarded.

What is the aititude we should toke toward ony new light or dodrine tha may come to
us? Should we brush it cside without gving it ony consideration? T hat is the ecsiest thing to
o, bt is it the wisest? The new dodrine maoy sound stronge. It may e completdy out of
harmony with our waoy of thinking It may even sound like fodlishness. T o tcke the position
that we will have nothing to do with anything that is not an edho of our own thoughts will
dose the way to fuller knowledge. It may meon the withholdng of geat spiritud blessings.
Sudh a position meons arested devdopment.  This course implies tha we fed we have
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arived o a full knowedge of God's reveded will. It memns there is nothing more for us to
leam.

T he Bibde teadhes tha we should investigate every dodrine before aooegpting it. 1t is
positivaly dongerous 1o be deasived regardng a rdigous truth.  In wha we bdieve, eternd
destinies aeinvolved  We have this inspired admonition:  *T cke heed unto thysdf, ond unto
the dodring continue in them: for in doing this thou shdt save both thysdf, ond them that
hea thee.” 1 Timothy 4:16. Wha we bdieve ond pradtise determines where we shdl spend
eternity. Our very salvation depends on right doctrine.

If we would have our lives plecse God, wha we bdieve must e in hamony with His
Word We must make sure that the dodrines we bdieve are bosed on Saipture. What we
believe moulds us into what we are. As a man “thinketh in his heart, so is he.” Prov. 23:7.

Some may sk, "Wha dfference does it make doffer dl wha a mon bdieves?” It
makes ageat ded of dfference — just the dfference between heaven ond hdl, life ond ceath.
Wha we bdieve determines our chaaders. Our chaadeas aewha we ae. By making sure
tha the dodrines we hold are of God, we mdke sure of eternd life. A corredt understondng
of thedoctrines of the Bible is a correct understonding of the plon of redemption.

An honest maon aonnot bdieve just onything. He dohors a counterfeit. He waonts to
know the fruth. T he dodrine he bdieves must e bosed on positive Saipture, ond he aonnot
rest sctisfied with theories ond pradticss not found in the Bide.  Sad Christ, “Ye shdl know
the truth, ond the truth shdl moke you free.” Nothing but the truth aon free mon from sin.
The Bide is the dvine X-ray undar which every dodrine must be studed By this Book
evearythingis to e proved T his is what the people of the early church dd  Of the Bereans
the Bibde tdls us: T hese were more node than those in T hessdoniag, in that they recsived
the word with dI readness of mind, ond seaxdhed the Saiptures daly, whether those things
were so Ads 17:11.  With too mony today the Bide is alost lbook. It is no longer recd
Not so with the people of tha ecndent dty of Beea They seadhed the Saiptures “daly.”
T hey wonted to know the truth.  As is dways the acse, they found what they were looking for.

*Yeshdl seek Mme, ond find Me, when ye shdl search for Me with dl your hecrt.” Jeremich
29:13.

T he ditter of the new dd not dfrad them, unless it stood the sautiny of Saipture.
Nether were they drdd fo investigate new dodrine bbecouse it sounded stronge. They were
open for convidtion.  With open heats ond open Bikde they sought God for light. That is the
only honest goproach to ony rdigous question.  Like a pdlished gem, the more truth is
studied, the gredier does its beauty bbecome.

Now, ¢ in the doys of the early Christion churdh, there ae some who are unwilling to
investigate. T hey have eyes, but they refuse 1o see ears, bout they refuse to hear. T hey settle
the question without a heaing T his is not the lroadminded thing to do. No one aon ever
arrive at the truth in thisway. this course closes and balts the door to spiritud advoncement.

Some in Peta’s adoy were reaxdy 1o rged the message he prodamed, ond their
opposition devdoped info perseadtion. A doctor of the law, the lecrned Gomndid, wes odled
upon to advise in the dffiadlties that aose. He possed on abit of counsd thah waos not only
fimdy but fimdess. It wos good for those men then; it is equdly good for us now, ond is
good advice for dl people a dl times. Hereitis: “Now | say unto you, Refran from these
men, ond lef them done: for if this counsd or this work e of men, it will come to nought: but
if it be of God, ye annot overthrow it; lest haoly ye ke found even to ficht aganst God”
Ads 5:38, 39. Some who have thought they were defendng the fath by holdng on to some
dodrine or bdief, have found diter investigdion tha they were fighting aganst God's fruth.
Godhadnew light for them, and they were rejedting it.
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CHAPTER 2

HOLD THAT WHICH IS GOOD

T HERE is a degee of sdiisfadion in proving the fruthfulness or fdsity of cny ddm.
To arive a acorrect onswer to ony question is worth while, fout it will do us or our fdlow men
little good if we stop there.  Our investigation will e of litfle vdue unless we o upon the
knowledge we have gdned  We should benefit from our study, ond our felow men should

have the findngs of our investigation. How aon this e done? “Hald fost that whidh is
good.” Unless we hold, or keep, it ourselves we cannot expect others to accept it.

Nof everything that is investigated will prove worth holdng  There ae mony things
that ae not worth kegping  All will not e found good, bout thar which is good, we are to hold
to tenadously.

There never wos atime when hdf-fruths were so popular s now. Maony icecs pdmed
off for fruth ae mere rudde, ond will not stond the add test of Saipture.  In the light of
God's Word they ae found to be bose metd. They ae mon-mace. T he X-ray uncer which
evary dodrine must e festedis *T o the law ond to the testimony: if they speck not aocordng
to this word, it is because there is no light in them.” Isaiah 8:20

All light thad comes from God will ke in hamony with His low, the Ten
Commaondments.  Every roy of truth tha has come to the world, every bit of light thar will
ever be gven, will be in harmony with the law of God I will spedck “aocordng to this Word”
If you find that a dodrine which d first sounds strange is in harmony with God's |aw, coogpt
it. If it is not, reject it.

People ae often a a loss to explan why they have cartdn opinions or rdigous
bdiefs. They redly dont know just why. They may have gown up in on environment thar
moulded their way of thinking Vaious influenass may have played upon them. Perhaos the
opinions or beliefs of a father or mother have influenced them.

People do not inherit the fruth. It is something that is persondly aoauired Paents
may have it, but they connot fraonsmit it to ther children. T hey maoy use thar influence ond
knowledge to teach it. They may recommend it.  But it must be persondly aoogpted
“Though Noch, Daonid, ond Job, were in it, ¢ | live, sath the Lord GOD, they shdl odiver
neither son nor doughter; they shdl but ddiver their own souls by their righteousness.” Ezekid
14:20.

In some sedtions of our country nexaly everyone bdongs to the Ldoour Party. In other
sections some other pdlitiad party has the dlegonce of the mgority. Some in those various
sections may know why they bdong to thair respedtive paliticd parties, but a gea many do
not know why. Many have never tried to find out. T hey have just aoogpted these idecs s a
matter of course — a sort of haname-down politiad aoffiliation.

A person may lbe dde to aoogpt his palitiad bdiefs this waoy without too mudh injury to
himsdf. Many think one politicd party is doout s good or ¢s bad o8 the other. But we
aonnot with safety aoogpt our rdigous bdiefs this way.  We must have persond convidtions
for the dodrines we hold We must know wha we bdieve ond why we bdieve it, end this aon
e done only by investigation.

Not everything that is good is exsy to hold One maoy need to saxifice position,
frienck, or even loved ones to ke frue to one’'s convidtions.  Vision is dways aostly, ond those
who see must e willing to pay the price that vision costs.  Many have padd with thair lives for
their rdigous convidions. “Yea ond dl that will live gody in Christ Jesus shdl suffer
persecution.” 2 Timothy 3:12.

In order to have aartan things we must forfeit others. T his is the price one dways
pays. The prodgd in Christ’s padde could not have father, food, ond dl the blessings of a
home, ond a the same time indulge in riotous living He must gve up one if he would have
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the other. We aonnot hold spurious idecs ond true idecs of a dodrine a the some time.
Christ demonds an undvided heart.

Where truth is preached you will dways find dvision, bbecouse we live in aworld where
fruth is unpopular. It is never afad or afashion. Wherever it is prodamed, truth adls for a
dedsion, ond dedsion aeates dvision. This is frue because it leaves no neutrd gound
Thereis no such thing s aneutrd Christion. Christ sad  “He tha is not with me is aganst
me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad.” Matthew 12:30.

T he prophet Elijoh adled upon the people of his doy for a definite dedsion regardng
fath in God He left no midde gound  “How long hdt ye between two opinions? if the
LORD ke God, falow him: but if Bad, then follow him. And the people onswered him not a
word” 1 Kings 18:21. Heretheissueis dealy cefined It is aquestion of whom men should
worship. Is the Lord the God that should e worshipped, or should men worship the iddl
Bad? As aresult of this chdlenge to tha ondent people, we see astir in the comp. It is a
fime of dedsion. Some move over on the Lord's side; some follow Bad. T he preadhing of
the truth caused this sepadion, which divided the true from the false.

"Prove dl things; hold fost that which is good ” It pays to know what we ae holdng,
ond why we hald it. We ae to have on intdligent fath. “Study to shew thysdf ooproved
untfo God, aworkmaon that needeth not 1o be cshamed, rightly dvidng the word of truth.” 2
Timothy 2:15. Those who will e “goproved unto God” will ke the ones who study. They
will not ke drad of investigdiion. If what they investigate proves to e error, they will aost it
cside. If it is fruth, they will aoospt it gady ond wdk in dl the light God permits to shine
upon their pathwaoy.

We should know what we bdieve ond why we bdieve it, ond should e dde to gve an
intdligent recson for our convictions.  "But sondify the Lord Godin your hearts: ond e recdy
dways to gve on onswer o every man that csketh you arecson of the hope tha is in you
with meekness and fear:.” 1 Peter 3:16.

CHAPTER 3

COME AND SEE

IN spite of what we soy or think, we dl hove cartdn prgudass. Here is common

gound on which dI humonity meets, more or less. Our prgudass may e either favourdde
or unfavourdde. We ae often o aloss to know why we have them, but that they redly exist
we aonnot deny.  Some prgudass may have very ugy chaaderistics. When they co they
should be put asice.

It is humon 1o bdieve tha our particua prgudoss ae not ¢s bad s those of ofther
people. In fact, ours are usudly so smdl tha we aon saarady see them, bout they are therejust
the same.

"Owad some power the giffie gie us
To see oursel’s as ithers see us!”

Prgudce is a preconacsived judgment, on opinion without just gounds for the some.
Prgudce is formed without suffident knowedge, ond is seen a its worst in padlitiad, radd,
ond rdigous fidas.  In these fidds humon kbeings fed its hurt most keenly ond ae here
fouched by it in atangideway.

Prgudce may meon arested devdopment, since it dinds people to seeing A
preconasived opinion doses the mind to recson. What might prove a ged forward step in
expearience is dodked because of a cartdn prgudaoe, whidh is like a dosed coor barring the
entrance of fruth and light.

A prgudced maon is not sinaere in his thinking. He aonnot recson dealy, for he
refuses to consider dl sices of the auestion. It is not ecsy for a person to ke honest in
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waghing fads, espeddly if those facts run counter to formed opinions. He has an opinion
ond he is determined to stond by that, whether heis right or wwong  He may not even know
why he bdieves s he does. A prgudae sometimes comes from reaching hosty condusions.
When on opinion is once expressed, a mon offen feds ¢s if it would be cowardy to renounce
it; consequently, he may had this sngp judgment until it devdops info a degp-seated
prejudce.

Prgudass in favour of or against certan things may e inherited — something pcssed
down from father to son. T his is espeddly fruein the fidd of rdigon. Ask many people why
they bdieve cs they do, ondthey ae a aloss o tdl why. They ae honest in saying that they
ado not know. Some will say, "It wos good enough for father, ondit is good enough for me.”
Now the fads ae thar mony notions possed down from father 1o son are without foundation.
Mony idecs tha our forefahers bdieved we now know were not frue.  Our gondathers
bdieved tha tomatoes — they adled them love goples — were poisonous, bout today everyone
knows they ae one of the best foods we have. A few genearations bak, people bdieved the
worldwes flar, No informed person bdieves that today.  So inherited opinions are not dways
correct. Rdigous people are often surprised upon investigation 1o see how mony bdiefs they
ding fo without knowing the recson why. Having dways bdieved tha way, they just tcke it
for gonted that they aeright. This is not asdfe position to tcke. We should know why we
believe as we do.

The mon with aprgudae is chedling himsdlf; he is missing something he might have
that would do him geda gopod He may even make his own lot hader by refusing to dhonge
from a preconcsived idea  Even in the faoe of overwhdming evidence tha certdn
preconasived ideas are wrong, some still refuse to change.

Some people are ecsily prgudaad. A certan mon wes very fond of the historiad little
dty of Lexington, Maossachusetts, until one coy a frdffic officxr in tha place sevardy
reprimnonded him for aminor infradtion of the trafficrules.  Immedatdly he become prgudced
aganst the place. It was not the fine dty it once wos. He no longer saw onything plecsing
coout it. Thewhole dty wes like this overbearing ond uncouth officer.  He permitted this little
inddent so to prgudace him that he lost mudh.  Affer this experience this mon dways avoided
passing through Lexington if posside.  You say, How fodlish to tcke a position like that!
True, but we do it more or less in regard to people, things we eat ondwedr, yes, even matters
of rdigon. Mony a person has become prgudoed aganst the church ond will have nothing
to do with it becouse some churdh membar fdled in some way to come up to his
expectdions. Perhaos it wes in some business ded that a church member gopecred unfar or
gosping The whole churdh is shut out because of a prgudae aganst one of its memiboers.
There is nothing that so completely blinds a person as does a religious prejudice.

It souncs a kit strange, but one maon wos so prgudaad ogainst the place where Christ
wes born tha he dmost faled to aoogpt Him os the Messich. T his narrowness in Nathoned'’s
life wos a daing defect.  Philip come to Nathonod in gear earnestness ond sad “We have
found Him, of whom Maoses in the laow, ond the prophets, dd write, Jesus of Naeareth, the
son of Joseph.” John 1:45. Nahonod dew himsdf up ond with araher oynicd dr sdd,
"Con there ony good thing come out of Naeareth?”  The gedtest fruth ever rought to any
mon wos doout 1o be passed by because Nathanod dd not like the dty of Naeareth. What
coused this prgudae we do not know. But regardess of the draumstonass that brought it
coout, it dmost caused him to miss the gedtest privilege ever gven to mon. Regardess of
wha causes our prgudass, the results have the same domagng effects.  All who hold
rdigous prgudass do so a the peril of thair souls, for it is in the fidd of rdigon that things
of eternity are settled.

God fitly desarilbbed people who ae prgudced when He sad through Ezekid, They
“have eyes to see, ond see not; they have ears to hear, ond hear not.” Ezekid 12:2. This is
just onother way of saying tha some will not listen to fads or see light when it is shown to
them. They have aset opinion ond ae determined to stay by thar, regardess. T his is amost
dongerous course to follow. In fadt, this sort of recsoning is dishonest. We should have our
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heats ond mincs open to reagive every ray of light that Godin His loving-kinchess may send
to us.

Philip wos a very tadful teacher, taking the only course tha con mest a prgudced
mind He dd not dsauss Naeaeth, He refused to ague, bout simply sad, "Come ond see.”
Find out for yoursdf whether this is the Messich. Nothing is ever lost by honest, sincere
investigdtion. Nathonod wes broodminded enough to take Philip’s counsd.  Since he wes
honest, he investigated for himsdf. He wonted to know the fads, ond he found them. Here
is what this mon, who dd not bdieve ony good thing could come out of Naeareth, founc
"Thou art the Son of God; Thou art the King of Israd.” John 1:49.

Prgudoss are often so degp-sedted that a person will dmost surrender his life rather
thon "come ondsee.” We have the story in the Bide, in the fifth chopter of second Kings, of
a mighty Syrion warior, a gea generd in the amy, who wos dflided with leprosy. He
dmost refused heding from this loathsome dsecse bbecouse he wos prgudaed aganst the
woter in the Jordon River.

Ncomon, this ‘agptan of the host of Syria,” learned through alittle servont grl, of a
prophet of God, one who could aure legpers. Redizing there wos no hope for his life unless in
some way he wos mircaulously heded, he journeyed to where Elisha the prophet lived  “So
Naomon aome with his horses ond with his chariot, ond stood a the door of the house of
Elisha.” 2 Kings 5:9. He took the maid's advice to “come and see.”

"And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go ond weash in the Jordon seven
fimes, ond thy flesh shdl come agan to thee, ond thou shdt be deon.” 2 Kings 5:10. The
adre seams so simple tha we would naturdly exped Naomon 1o go o once to the Jordon ond
wash oway his lgorosy. But heddnot. T his mon wes evidently very fond of his own country.
Espeddly wes he proud of ifs rivers. In fact, there were no other rivers quite like those of his
own counfry. He wos prgudoed ogainst the methods of heding which the prophet had
prescrited, also aganst the waters of the Jordon. So he left in arage.

“Naomaon wes wroth, ond went away, ond sad, Behald, | thought, He will surdy come
out to me, ond stand, ond adl on the name of the Lord his God, ond strike his hond over the
place, ond recover the lgper. Are not Abona ond Pharpar rivers of Damncsaus, better thon dl
the waters of Israd? Moy | not wesh in them, ond e deon? So he turned ond went away in
arage.” 2 Kings 8:11, 12,

T his story would have ended right there, exagpt for one thing Some of the servants
entreated Naomaon to lay csice his prgudaoss ond "come ond see” whether the worcs of the
prophet would come true,

“And his servonts acome near, and spadke unto him, end sad, My father, if the prophet
had bid thee do some ged thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how muah raher then,
when he sath 1o thee, Wosh, ond e deon? Then went he down, ond dpped himsdlf seven
fimes in Jordon, aooordng to the saying of the mon of God ond his flesh come ogain like
unto the flesh of alittle child, and he was clean.” 2 Kings 5:13, 14.

Pau ron intfo troude with the Jews in Jarusdem. They chaged him with bringng
certdn Greeks into the temple. T o them this wos a gedt offence. Paul’'s ao had “polluted
this haly place,” aooordng to thair understondng ond bdief. T hey were prgudaed aganst
the Gresks. So agea company of people quidkly gathered ond were doout to do away with
Paul, when he was resaued by a bond of solders. Paul asked the officer in dhage of the
soldiers for the privilege of spedking to thepeople. This request was granted.

"But Paul sad, | an amon which am aJew of T asus, adty in Cilida, adtizen of no
meon dty: ond, | beseaech thee, suffar me 1o speck unto the people. And when he had given
him licence, Paul stood on the stairs, ond bedkoned with the hand unto the people. And when
there was made a great slence, he spake unto them in the Hebrew tongue.” Acts 21:39, 40.

As Paul begon to spedk, asilence come over the mob. T hey were surprised to hear
him speck Helrew. These Jews become infensdly inferested beaause he tdked their own
longuoge. Paul then openly dedaed I am verily amon which an aJew, born in Tasus, a
aty in Cilidg, yet brought up in this dty a the feet of Gamdid, ond taught coocordng o the
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perfect monne of the law of the fathers, ond wos zedous foward God, s ye dl are this doy.”
Acts 22:3.

T hese Jews had understood Paul to be a Gresk. T har prgudce oganst the Greeks
wos a awhite hedt. If he were a Gresk, tha settled the question. T hey would have nothing
to do with him. Paul spoke their own longuoge ond dedared himsdlf aJew. T hear prgudacss
seemed 1o be dlayed Paul proceeded to tdl how he had perseauted the church. They dronk
inevery word. Thiswas just to their liking. Then, too, his perfed Helorew coptivated them.

When he recched the point in his dscourse a which he told them God had sad, ™| will
send thee far hence unto the Gentiles,” their prgudacss kroke loose with a fury that bordered
on murder. “Andthey gave him audenae unto this word, ond then liffed up their voicss, ond
said, Away with such a fellow from the earth: for it is not fit that he should live.” Acts 22:22.

Here we see a demonstration of rdigous prgudce.  If Paul wos going to preach to
Gentiles, he could not tdk to them. They would not listen to him. They were not open to
recson. In thar turmaoil ond bidkerings they kroke up the mesting T hey refused o hear.
They were not willing to “come and see.”

Perhgos fdse reports regardng indviduds ond churdhes ae the bosis for more
prgudaoe than ony other one thing People form opinions on what they hear.  If the report is
unfavourdde, on ugy prgudaeis formed  When onae a position is tcken, it tckes the gaoe
of God ever o change the mind. So we should not be too hasty in forming opinions.

Although the Apostle Paul had bbeen miraaulously converted, yet not dl were recdy to
bdieve that one who perseauted the churdh with sudh vengeonce could ever change. Many
church members were slow o aocospt him s a dsdple of Christ.  Even when favourcde
reports aome to them regardng the change in his life, they were still skeptiad.  They weare
prgudaoed ogainst him. “And when Saul wos come to Jerusdem, he assayed to join himsdf
to the dsdples: but they were dl drad of him, ond bdieved not tha he wos adsdple.” Ads
9:26.

T here wos one mon who bdieved that God could chonge aperseautor into a preacher,
asinner info asant. At lecst he wos willing fo investigate the ase. Bandoos refused to
dlow post experiences to stop him from on honest investigdtion. Regadess of pcst
impressions he was willing to “come and see.”

He found wha people frequently find, that the mon he thought dl wrong, wos dl
right. He dsoovered tha Paul’s conversion wos genuine. Wha' should he do with this
knowledge he had gained? T o be true to himsdf and his convidtions, he must dsfend what he
had found T his is the very thing he dd, ond this is wha every honest person should do.
"But Bandoos took him, ond krought him to the goostles, ond dedared unto them how he
had seen the Lord in the way, ond that he had spoken to him, ond how he had preached
boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus.” Acts 9:27.

Bandoos begon to espouse a cause he had found to e true. It wos not popular to
champion Paul’s acse in those doys, ecause it placed him definitely with the minority. But he
wcs honest, ond he ddit. He triumphed over his prgudoss. Wha rewards it pad, both 1o
him and fo the churah!

H e dsoovered upon investigdion not only one of the greatest chaadters the world hos
eve produced, but one who proved to be a true ond sinagere friend ond fdlow worker. How
mudh he ond the church would have missed had he dlowed his prgudaoss to rule him! T his
mon that the dhurch a first refused to recsive has moulded the rdigous thought of the world
for the last two thousond years.

God's invitation to dl is, "Come now, ond let us recson together.” He bids us loy
csicke our preconasived idecs ond goproadh every rdigous question with on open mind We
should look facts squardly in the faoge, ond with open, honest hearts goproach every question
in the spirit of sincere investigation. Before you take a position aganst the message which
this ook brings to you, plecse recdit. After you have readit, csk God, "What wilt T hou have
me to do?”
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THE ANVIL OF GOD’S WORD

Last eve | stood before a blacksmith’s door,
And heard the anvil ring its vesper chime;
Then, looking in, | saw upon the floor
Old hammers, worn with beating years of time.

"How many anvils have you had,” said |,
“To wear and batter all these hammers so?”
“Just one,” he answered; then, with twinkling eye,
"The anvilwears the hammers out, you know.”

And so the Bible, anvil of God’s Word,
For ages sceptic blows havebeaf upon;
And though the noise of Paine, Voltaire, was heard,
The anvil is unworn — the hammers gone.

Apprentice blows of ignoronae, forsooth,
May awe with sound, and blinding sparks,
ceath-whirled;

The Master holds and turns the iron, His fruth,
And shgoes it as He wills, to bless the world.

— L. B. Cake.

CHAPTER 4.

PAUL ---- a Heretic?

THE opostle Paul, perhaos the most bdoved ond outstondng mon of the New

T estament record next to Jesus, wos consicered by the mgority in his doy o8 a rdigous
herefic  In his defence before Fdix, Paul saa  “Buf this | confess unto thee, tha dter the
waoy which they adl heresy, so worship | the God of my fathers, bdieving dl things which ae
written in the low ond in the prophets:” Ads 24:14. The Apostle Paul’s bdief ond pradtice
were not in full kegping with those of the mosses of professed bdievers doout him. He wos
unusud. He dfferedin dodrine from the estddished church of his doy. So marked weos his
dfference that it sgparared him from the grear mgority of dhurch memiboers of that century. A
Christian must be different from the masses albout him.

Thereis no virtue in baing dfferent from those doout you unless to ke like them is to
e wong God says, “T hou shdt not follow a multitude to do evil.” T o follow the mgority
when they are wrong is just as foolish as to stond adlone when the majority are right.

In mony maiters people may dffer without ony loss or hurt to themselves. T hey may
choose one item doove onother aocordng to their persond dessires.  One person maoy prefer
aertan aolours. His desire for cartdn things maoy be sdisfied He may sdect the dimare of
his choice. He may even choose those with whom he will live. But when we come to the
question of rdigon, what is fruth is not a question of choice. Truth is founded upon
something more sulstaontid ond enduring than simply the likes or dhoiass of men. It is bosed
upon the Bide, God's written Word  While God gves to every maon the right to choose his
own rdigous bdief, it does not neasssarily follow tha what maon may choose is right. Mon
may be mistoken in this as in other matters.

T ha men have been mistcken in thair rdigous lodiefs aon e proved over ond over by
agoce o historicd ond Bibdiad recorcs. T he Apostle Pau onae badlonged to the estadished
church of his doy. He waos not a nomind bdiever, but wos a serious-minded, harathitting,

poge?



zedous worker. "My monner of life from my youth, which wes o the first anong mine own
nation o Jerusdem, know dl the Jews; Whidh knew me from the begnning, if they would
testify, that after the most straitest sect of our religion | lived a Pharisee.” Acts 26:4, 5.

Regadess of his zed ond eanestness, he wos wrong  He willingy acknowledges
this. He found tha he could not follow God's teachings ond at the same time e in harmony
with the rdigous leaders of his doy. The dhurdh had drifted far away from the truth of God,
ond it no longer followed the plan teachings of God's Word, having subsstituted mon-moce
theories in place of Gods dred commoncs. Rdigous leaders had hegoed mon-made
fradtions upon the teachings of God until the simple truths of the gospd were dmost entirdly
lost. Rdigon, which should gve wings to men, had become a geat waight, gievous 1o e
borne.  Christ come to this earth to liberate people from mon-mace rdigon ond gve a
personal demonstration of frue Christianity in the flesh.

The Bibde teathes that God has a church on this earth.  In one of the shortest verses
in the Bibe — six worcs — is this profound statement: "One Lord, one fath, one boptism.”
Ephesians 4:5. You moy hear of dfferent lorcs, bout thereis only onelLord Y ou may know
of dfferent faths, but there is only one fath., Severd modes of baptism are pradised, out
there is only one boptism. Our responsikility is to find the one Lord ond aocogpt Him; to
dscover tha one fath ond embrace it; ond fdlow our Lord's example in the one mode of
fooptism.

After Paul’'s conversion the fador that separated him from those doout him wes his
bdief. This is what mode him dfferent. He found he could no longer do ¢s the mosses dd
A man’s reigon maoy e gauged by the degee of his rgedion by the world It wes this that
bronded Him s ahereticin the mincs of the nomind church members. It is ecsy for men to
aitiaze those who dffer with them, ond Paul come in for severe aitidsm. Time hcs not
dhonged the atfituce of the mosses toward those who dsagree with them in rdigous bdiefs.
How ey it seems for professed Christions to aitidze those who dffer with them in rdligous
dodrine ond pradticel While professing to bdieve the Four Freedoms we are often aitiad of
those who exerdse their freedom if it differs from our own.

In wha way wos Paul’s bdief dfferent from that of those around him? What wes it
that he found in God’'s Word tha caused him to be sepaated and marked as a heretic?

In the first plaoe, onyone who dffers from the mgority is usudly considered wrong.
Espeddly is this frue in maiters of rdigon. So the very fad tha he wes in the minority wes
aganst him. However, the right or wrong of athing must e defermined by something more
thon numbers.  In rdigous pradice, the mgority have usudly bbeen wrong T his wes true in
Christ’'s doy ondin Paul’s doy. No one aon read the story of the twelve spies without a great
aed of respedt for the humide minority.  In the doys of Sodom, God would have saved that
aty from destruction if only ten true Christion people could have bbeen found  All a Christion
hcs to do o fdl is to ke like those doout him. He does not have to e worse thon they ae —
simply like them.

There ae good people in dI churches, ond there are good people who do not balong
tfo ony churdh.  We aonnot judge whether or not a dhurch is frue bbecouse it may have some
good or bad people enrdlled s members.  If this were true, by the same token we could
conduce that church dffiliction is not necsssary lbecause there are good people outsice of the
churdh. The frue churdh is estadished upon something more Iosting thon the example of its
members. It is 1o e judged by wha it bdieves ond teadhes.  Of course, its teachings should
ke reflected in the lives of its memibers, but where this is not done the fault lies with the
individual and not with the church.

“There cre only two roas upon which humonity moves.  “Enter ye in o the strat
gte for wicke is the gate, ond broad is the way, that leadeth to destrudion, ond mony there
e which go in thereat: Beaouse strat is the gate, ond narrow is the way, whidh leadeth unto
life, ond few there be that findit.” Madthew 7:13, 14. Every humon baingis travdling one of
these roass. You aconnot wdk both of them a the same time. At the end of the “narow”
way is life. At the end of the “broad” road, decth.
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The road Paul wes travdling wos a right onges to the lrood waoy upon which the
maosses moved  His bdief made him dfferent, ond thair bdiefs ae wha moke men dfferent
NOW.

The gedtissuein Paul’s doy wos over the law and the prophets. Paul bdieved dI that
wos written in the law of God ond dI tha had been spoken by the prophefs. He frankly
confessed that if to do this is considered heresy, then he must plead guilty to the charge.

What Paul sad wes just onother way of saying tha those who acaused him dd not
bdief what he dd There wes a conflich of dodrine loefween them, ond the issue wes dearly
cefined  His aoousers dd not aoogpt dl that wes written in the law; Padl dd  They made
oartan reservdions in aoogpting what wos written by the prophets; Paul dd not. They, like
many, were willingto accept some things, but not alll.

T hose who chdlenged Paul’s course were dcssed by Christ s those “who say ond do
not.” Pau dd not hesitare to stond, if need e, done. He wos recdy to tdke his stond on
Gods Word  As is often the acse, those who pointed the finger of scorn a him ond aooused
him of heresy were themsdves the ones tha were wrong.

Then, & now, no reigous goup could hope to endure that would rgect dl God's
commaonaments and completdly ignore dl the prophets. T here must be some semidonce of
fruth even in afdse rdigon, for without this there would e no fallowing But to aoosgpt only
apat of wha God says, to do only pat of wha He requires, is to fal to meet God's mind
T o ke only partly right is to be wrong  We do not have to ke dl wrong to fdl in God's sight.
In working out ony simple prokdem, we dl know that to miss in one figure is to miss the
carect answer.

"The law ond the prophets” have been the issues that have dvided churches ond
separaed men ond womaon down through the ages. T he questions tha Paul met have bbeen
encountered time ond agdn down through the yeas. Wherever the gospd hos been
preachedin its purity, fdse dhages have been hurled ot those who dored to espouse its aause.
A bdief in “the law ond the prophetfs” that adls men out of dhurches ond separates men when
rgeded, serves only to unite churches ond join men in doser fdlowship when coospted
Truth always binds hearts together more firmly.

Paul bdieved in the low of God He aoogpted the Ten Commondments s his rule of
life — not in theory, but in adud pradice. He bdieved in kegping the T en Commaondments.
In doing this he come into dred conflic with certdn rdigous leaders.  Stronge s it may
seem, mony religous leaders today question the bindng dams of God's low. But only those
who kegp God's law arejustified “For not the hearers of the law are just bbefore God, out the
doers of the law shdl e justified” Romans 2:13. All the promises of heaven are promised to
commaonament kegpers.  "Blessed are they that do his commonaments, that they maoy have
right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.” Revelation 22:14.

While most rdigous leaders profess albdief in the low of God, in pradtice mony aoospt
only that pat which plecses them. They dtha dsregad or chonge the remander 1o suit
their own convenience.  For instonce, some dsregad the second commondment, which
forbcs the worship of images.  “T hou shdt not moke unto thee any gaven imoge, or any
likeness of ony thing that is in heaven doove, or that is in the earth eneath, or tha is in the
wdter under the earth: Thou shdt not bow down thysdf to them, nor serve them: for | the
LORD thy God am ajedous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto
the third ond fourth generdtion of them tha hate me; And shewing mercy unto thousaonds of
them that love me, and keep my commandments.” Exodus 20:4-6.

Others chonged the fourth commondment ond sukstituted the first doy of the week for
the seventh-coy Sddoath.  “Remember the Sddoath day, to keep it holy. @) Six doys shdt
thou laoour, ond do dl thy work: (10) But the seventh doy is the Sadoath of the LORD thy
Goa in it thou shdt not do ony work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy monservant,
nor thy macservont, nor thy aattle, nor thy stronger that is within thy gares: (11) For in six
doys the LORD made heaven ond earth, the seq, oand dI that in them is, ond rested the
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seventh doy: wherefore the LORD Hessed the Sadoath doy, ond hdlowed it.” Exodus
20:8-11.

Theworldis in geda confusion, ond men are not thinking dealy.  Findng themselves
without anything solid to which to onchor, they ae bewildered  Beaouse men have let go
thar convidions in the low of God, they find themsdlves tossed doout in a sea of unlbdief
which threatens to engulf them. T his dways follows when men forget God's law; ond when
they forget God's law they soon forget God  Tha is why God put right into the heart of His
low the word “remember.”  If men would remember to kegp God's law, they could never
forget God To forget Godis to lose the sense of sin.  Unless men have on gppreddion of
wha sin is ond wha it hos aost, they have no dessire for sdvation. Only in the light of what
sdvation hos cost an it e properly evduaded  Redemption is o such a low &X in the
thinking of most people because they have lost the sense of sin through a dsregard for God's
low. To moy sin no longer seams wrong. “Where no law is, there is no tronsgession.”
Romans 4:15.

T he troude that engulfs the world todoy comes from no other cause thon a dsregard
for the low of God Of course, there ae mony who do not bdieve this ond even question
those who do.  But the evidence is dI doout us tha nothing out dscster aon come to those
who reject the law of God.

Thereis in the world tocoy a generd dsregardfor low.  Anything that seems to aomp
the waoy of mon is pushed csice. The masses scorn even the semidonce of restriction, ond
everyone wants to ke alaw unto himsdf. Andently when the people forgot God's law ond
“evary mon dd that which wes right in his own eyes,” destrudion come. T odoy the same
oourse brings similar results.

CHAPTER 5

THE LAW of GOD

ALL but fiffeen varses of the Bibe were penned by men who wrote under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit. “For the prophecy aome not in old time by the will of mon: but
holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 2 Peter 1:21.

Only fifteen verses out of the 31,175 verses in the Bibe were written by God  For a
very spedd recson God dd not commit the writing of these fifteen verses to man. T his smdll
pat of the Bide wos so importont that God Himsdf come down to this earth, spoke these
wordks in tones of thunder, andthen with His own dvine finger wrote them on tddes of stone.
These words are the Ten Commandments.

They come to us drect from God “Andthe LORD sdd unto Moses, Come up to me
into the mount, ond ke thae ond | will gve thee tddes of stone, ond a low, ond
commaondments whidh | have written; that thou mayest teadh them.” Exodus 24:12. "And he
gave unto Moses, when he had made an end of communing with him upon mount Sindi, two
tables of testimony, tables of stone, written with the finger of God.” Exodus 31:18.

T here have been mony gear codes ond laws written since the down of aediion, some
of whidh have served their time or generdiion ond pcssed away, ond others still exist. To the
British, the Mopgna Chata is the gedest. To the people of the United Stdes, the
Constitution stoncs without a pear. These ged doauments, which guarantee freedom to
evay dtizen, aeindeed worthy of our degpest loydty. But towering doove dl codss and laws
macke by mon stoncs God's Ten Commandment low. T his is His ged constitution. T his low
is the basis for dl that is good in the gear chaters ond constitutions thar men have madk,
and should receive the adoration and obedence of every man.

The Ten Commondments ae dl indusive. They form a perfed law — short ( only
fiffeen verses of Saipture), decr, ond comprenensive. No other doauments ever written have
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so influenced sodety o8 have the Ten Commondments.  this law hos outlived the centuries.
Empires have come ond gone, but it endures. It has withstood more attadks than ony other
piece of literature ever written. In this low aitics have faled to dscover one flow, and it still
specks with the same authority as when first given to man.

The Ten Commaondments embody three gedt prindples, which ae diributes of God
— haliness, justice, ond goochess. In no other law will dl these three gea prindples e
found The Apostle Paul, that gedt exponent of New T estament fath, says: “Wherefore the
law is haly, ond the commaondment holy, ond just, ond good” Romans 7:12. Hee ae
tound up in one geat low haliness, justice, and goodhess. Another Bikde writer specking
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit says: “The low of the Lordis perfect.” Psdms 19:7.
Here is perfection. Perhaos the only perfed thing in this world is the low of God, the Ten
Commaondments. It is aperfed law gven by aperfect God for God, who is perfection, could
give no other. When its precepts are pradised it deveops perfedion.

Maon's gedtest enemy is sin, ond to mest this foe God's low plays on importont part,
poinfing out sin. It reveds imperfections in chaader and shows mon to himsdf & he is.
When God's law is obeyed by men it makes them befter.  When sincardy pradised it does
something for the hearts ond lives of men. No one aon reacd ond pradise this low without
becoming a befter Christion.  “The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the
testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.” Psalms 19:7.

The law of God dffers from dl other laws in that it is both timdy ond fimdess. It
never goes out of date, but goplies to dl men in dl plaoss a dl times. T he prindples which
ae enundated therein ae eternd, ond its dams ae bindng upon dl men evarywhere. The
low of God will never cecse to speck to the hearts of those who desire to know the waoy of
life. It will alwaysbe God'’s stondord of condud and worship.

Thelow of Godis timdess. In this it dffers from other geat codes or laws tha have
been written.  Chaongng condtions make necsssay the chongng of most laws.  In the
constitution of the United States provision wos mocde whereby even this grea doaument might
ke chonged T his wes done because the framers of the Constitution recognized tha chongng
condtions might make neasssay the dteraiion of this grear doaument. Time has proved the
wisdom of this provision. Certan amendments have lbeen made to the Constitution. But in
the low of God, the Ten Commondments, no provision is mode for the making of
cnendments. Therecson is obvious: it is apefed low. Perfedion Nescs no improvements
or alterations. To change athing that is perfect would make it imperfed.

Theare ae some who have afdse impression regardng the bindng dams of the Ten
Commaondments in the Christion era They have been taught to bdieve tha the Ten
Commaondments ae not bindng upon men now — that Christ dd awoy with the law, ond
that men are no longer obliged to keep it. Nothing could be further from the truth than this.

Regadess of wha men say, the Bide, ond the Bikde only, must e our authority.
Whda is the testimony of Christ ond Bide writers regordng the bindng dams of the low of
God? Did they teach that it wos not kindng in the Christion dspensdion? Here is what
Christ sdad " Think not tha | om come to destroy the laow, or the prophets: | on not come to
aestroy, bout to fulfil. For verily | say unto you, Till heaven end earth pcoss, one jot or one tittle
shdl in no wise poss from the law, till dl e fulfilled Whosoever therefore shdl treck one of
these lecst commondments, ond shdl tfeadh men so, he shdl ke adled the lecst in the kingdom
of heaven: but whosoever shdl do ond teach them, the same shdl e adled ged in the
kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:17-19.

Knowing that some would say that the low of God had been done away, Christ sdd
*Think not that | on come 1o destroy the law, or the prophets.” Not for one minute are we
to think that the ged constitution of God, His Ten Commaondments, hos lbeen dodlished
Ove and over agan in His feachings He spoke of the binding clams of the law.

We may ke sure that Christ referred to the Ten Commondments when He spoke of
the low. In the sermon on the mount He sad, T hou shdt not kill.” Madthew 5:21. And
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again, "Thou shdt not commit cdultery.” Verse 27. Where ae these commonds found? In
the law of God. They are part of God'’s constitution.

"l am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.” Mathew 5:17. The word “fulfil” meons to
kring fo poss, to maonifest completdly.  Instead of destroying the law, s some have thought,
Christ kept it. He demonstrated how this law should be otserved  Christ had prophesied that
when He aome to wdk among men on this eath, He would "magnify the law, ond mcke it
honourdde.” Isdoh 42:21. This He dd But there is a gea ded of dfference between
mopnifying a thing ond aoolishing it.  To maognify a thing does not doolish or change it
When a mognifying lens is placed upon on oged it in no way dhanges that ogect. It simply
reveds some of the things hidden from the naurd eye ond makes the olgedt stond out in bold
relief. Christ magnified the law by living out the prindples of this divine law.

T o further emphcsize the unchongeddeness of God's law, Christ says: “For verily | say
unto you, Till heaven ond earth poss, one jot or one fittle shdl in no wise pass from the low,
fill dl be fulfilled” Matthew 5:18. A jot is the smdlest letter in the Helorew dphdoet. A titfle
is apaint, or period Notf so much ¢ the dofting of an *i” or the aossing of a *t” is ever to
ke chonged in the low of God By this we see how patialla God is to kegp those fifteen
verses of Saipture written by His own dvine fingar free from dl atempts of mon to chonge,
or alter, them.

Christ not only kept the low but taught others to do so. How dearly this is illustrated
in His instrudion tfo acartdn young ruler: “And, bbehold, one come ond sad unto him, Good
Maoster, what good thing shdl | do, tha | may have eternd life?” Matthew 19:16. T his young
mon wes not the first nor the Iost who dessired to know the waoy to eternd life. Every normd
person a some time in his life hcs a desire o e saved, for the desire to live eterndly is
inherent in the heart of mon.  “God hath planted eternity in thair hecorts.” We maoy well csk
the question today, “Wha good thing shdl | do, that | may have eternd life?”

Christ answered this young man’s question. He never turns away empty-heated a
seeker dfter truth. His onswer connot e misunderstood  "If thou would enter into life, kegp
the commondments.” Surdly this does not sound cs if Christ had ony infention of doing away
with the law. How clear and pointed His reply, "Keep the commmandments!”

On onother ocacsion a lawyer auestioned Christ on this some sulded of efernd life.
"And, behald, acartdn lowyer stood up, ond tempted him, saying, Macster, what shdl | do 1o
inherit eternd life?” Luke 10:25. While the motive that prompted this question from the
loawyer wos not sincere, yet in answering a question of sudh importonce, Christ would spedk
the fruth in dl sincerity. Eternd life is no trifling matter.  "He sad unto him, What is written
in the law? how readest thou?” Verse 26. Here we find Christ referring this incuirer to the
low. This does not sound cs if Christ intfended to do away with the low a the time of His
approaching crudfixion.

The low of God hos two parts. T he first four commondments refer to man'’s love ond
duty to God The lost six refer to man’s love ond duty to his fdlow men. This lowyer
recognized these two ged prindples.  “And he onswering sad, T hou shdt love the Lord thy
God with dI thy heart, ond with dI thy soul, ond with dl thy strength, and with dl thy mind
andthy neighbour as thyself.” Luke 10:27.

Jesus sdad T hou host onsweredright: this do, ond thou shdt live.” One thing aon e
sad of this lowyer — he could read correctly. T o read God's Word aright is the first step in
ariving a the truth.  "This do.” How dealy Christ emnphosized the kegping of the low!
Thae an be no question & to wha He taught regadng the kegoing of the Ten
Commonadments.

T he test of love is obedence. We show our love to God by our willingness to obey
wha He commonds.  “He that hah my commondments, and kegpeth them, he it is that
loveth me: ond he that loveth me shdl ke loved of my Father, ond | will love him, ond will
maonifest mysdf fo him. . . . If amon love me, he will kego my worcs: ond my Father will love
him, ond we will come unto him, and mdke our dooce with him.” John 14:21-23. “Ye ae
my friends, if ye do whatsoever | commond you.” John 15:14. We show our love to God by
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our willingness to obey Him. To wha extent we kegp His law, just to that extent we love
Him. In the sermon on the mount Christ saa “T herefore whosoever heareth these sayings
of mine, ond doeth them, | will liken him unto a wise mon, which built his house upon a
rodk:” Matthew 7:24. Although Christ sad mony ged things, yet in avery spedd sense the
Ten Commondments are “these sayings of Mine.” He wrote this low with His own dvine
finger. He says that those who hear His sayings, which surdy would induce the Ten
Commaondments, ond do them will ke like awise mon. It is not enough simply to hear the
T en Commaondments read, or even memorize them. T his is alow that adls for definite adtion
on the pat of the indvidud. Those who oserve the Ten Commondments will ke like the
wise mon who kuilt his house upon arodk, a sdid founcdtion. A life built upon the Ten
Commonadments will not fall, but will stond unmoved when the storms of test come.

T hose who truly love God will love His low. “For this is the love of God, that we keep
his commondments: ond his commondments are not gievous.” 1 John 5:3. “For not the
heaers of the law cre just before God, but the doers of the law shdl ke justified” Romaons
2:13.

Respect for low ond order wos never o alower edo. People chafe under anything that
souncs like restrant.  In thear efforts to free themseves mony have thrown oway old
convidlions ond stondoas that were the guidng sta of post generdtions.  Even the Ten
Commaondments have only a smdl pat in the lives of mony people. But it is just o
impossible for amon to order his life aright without reckoning with the low of God, s it is
impossible for a mainer fo chat his course without the dd of the stas.  Those who
endeavour to live without tcking the Ten Commandments info consideration will only find in
the end that they have made shipwredk of their experience.

*If yelove me, keep my commandments.” John 14:15,

"Blessed are they that do his commondments, that they may have right to the free of
life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.” Revelation 22:14.

CHAPTER 6

THE SABBATH

MAN is proneto forget. T he history of the world with ifs frogedes ond sorrows aon
ke largaly aooounted for in one word, “forgetfulness.” Men forget God  They forget ther
vows ond odligations, ond they forget one onother.  Beaause of this wedkness to forget, God
placedin the very heat of His low the word “rememboer.”  Even with this reminder the law of
God haos largely been forgotten by most people.

While we are to remember di of the Ten Commondments, yet in avery spedd sense
one of these ten preaspts is espeddly dssignaed s one that we ae ever to kegp in mind
"Remembear the Sadoath doy, to keep it haly.” Exodus 20:8. Any commondment tha is
important enough for God to instruct us to “rememboer,” is surdy important enough to obey.
Furthermore, anything that God asks us to rememtoer must be for our good.

T he gving of the Sddoath on the seventh doy of the wesk of aedtion wos God's gond
dimox to awork well done. God Himsdf otserved the first Sadoath this earth ever enjoyed
Godrested, not because He wes tired or weary, but becouse He wonted to set on example for
man. Thereis physiad ond spiritud refreshment in Sddoath otservonce. "On the seventh
day He rested, and was refreshed.” Exodus 31:17.

There were three things tha God dd to make the seventh doy the Sadoath. T his
acnnot e sad of ony other coy in the week.  First, *He rested on the seventh doy.” Second,
"God bessed the seventh doy.” T hird, God “sondifiedit.” By resting on the seventh doy, we
uncerstond, God cecsed from His Idoour. The work of aedtion wes finished on the sixth oy,
ond on the Sadoath doy Godrested By dessing the seventh coy, we understond, God ploced
in it aspedd spiritud refreshment for those who kesp this day holy. He sendifiedit, or set it
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goat s aholy doy. At aedion the seventh doy of the wesk wos set aside by God to e the
Sdaoath, ondit hos been the Sadoath throughout di generdtions. T he seventh doy will dwaoys
be the Sabloath. It stonds as amemorid of God’s credtion.

Theeis geat physiad bessingin kegping the Sddoath — ardief to weary, work-worn
bodes. But not done for physiad rest wos this doy gven.  God worked six days in aeating
the world ond rested on the seventh doy, though He could not have been tired  Adom could
not have been tired or weary, for he had lived only one doy; yet he kept the Sadoath. So
there is more thon physiad rest in okserving the Sadoath. God Himsdf, who could not tire,
“wos refreshed” by resting on the Sddoath, ond a gedt spiritud bessing comes to those who
join in its observonce.

About 2,500 years dfter aeation we find God's people on the march out of Egypt,
where they had been in bondoge, en route to the lond of Conaon.  Pharooh, the king of
Egypt, wos rducdont to let God's people go. As aresult of his ostinaoy, a series of severe
plagues wos poured out upon Egypt. Beaause of the severity of these judgments, Phacoh o
lost deareed that the people of Israd might go. Soon dter their dgparture from the lond of
thar bbondoge, God madke them this beautiful promise: "I thou wilt dligently hearken to the
voice of the LORD thy God, ondwilt do that which is right in his sight, cnd wilt gve ear to his
commanaments, ond keep dl his statutes, | will put none of these dsecses upon thee, whidch |
have krought upon the Egyptians: for | an the LORD that hedeth thee. ” Exodus 15:26. Heare
we find God making crtan promises to the chiladren of Israd, provided they would gve ear
“fo His commondments” and ™“all His statutes.”

God led the chilaren of Israd forth in amiraculous monner. He led them by apiller of
doud by adoy ond apillar of fire by night. He took them aoross the Red Seaon ay lond  In
the baren dssert He gave them warer 1o ink. During dI ther years of wondering in the
wilderness, their shoes never wore out.  When ther saonty supply of provisions which they
canied with them from Egypt was exhausted, God gave them manna from heaven.

In connedtion with the feedng of the childen of Isrod with manno, we have a
beautiful lesson on Sddoath-kegping  “T hen sad the LORD unto Moses, Benald, | will ran
kread from heaven for you; ond the people shdl go out ond gather a certan rate evary doy,
that | may prove them, whether they will wdk in my low, or no.” Exodus 16:4. Theewos a
doude mirade performed in the gving of monna It wes, indeed, a mircde for God to ran
this heavenly food for them. A fresh supply wes gven every doy for six days eadh wesk. On
the sixth doy adoulde portion fdl upon the comp.  God gave this extra supply because on the
Sdaoah no maonna would fdl from heaven.  God's instruction to the children of Israd for
providng food for the Sadoath wes:  “T o morrow is the rest of the holy Sadoath unto the
LORD: bake that which ye will bdke to-doy, ond sesthe tha ye will sesthe ond thar which
remaneth over loy up for you to e kept until the morning ” Exodus 16:23. On the sixth doy
of the week prepardions were to e made for the Sadoath, for no monnawes to fdl on that
day. All the cooking ondibakingwaos to be done on the preparation day.

T he second mirade in connedtion with the gving of the maonna wes tha the extra
monna which fel on the sixth doy would keep fresh ond sweet for use on the Sadoath. On dli
other doys it could not be kept overnight.  “And they lad it up till the morning, s Moses
bake: ond it dd not stink, neither wos there ony worm therein. And Moses sdd, Eat tha to
doy; for to doy is aSadoath unto the LORD: to doy ye shdl not findit in the fidd  Six doys ye
shdl gather it; but on the seventh coy, which is the Sadoath, in it there shdl ke none.” Exodus
16:24-26. By this mirade God in a spedd way reminded them of His regad for the
Saoath.

Some in the goup were not fathful in Sadoath oservonae, for we recd “And it
aome to poss, that there went out some of the people on the seventh coy for to gather, ond
they found none.” Exodus 16:27. Becouse of the violation of the Sadoath in this way, the
Lord sad to Moses, thair leader: “How long refuse ye to kegpo my commmondments ond my
laws? See, for that the LORD hath gven you the Sadoath, therefore he gveth you on the
sixth doy the bread of two doys; dode ye every man in his place, lef no mon go out of his
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place on the seventh doy. So the people rested on the seventh doy.” Exodus 16:28-30. T his
expeaience feaches us thad Gods peope oxserved the Sdadoah before the Ten
Commondments were gven on Mount Sind. T he seventh doy has been the Sadoath since
credtion.

God had worked in amost miraculous way in bringng the chilcren of Isrod thus far on
thar journey. In His plon something spedd wcs to ocaur o Mount Sind; hence God
instructed Moses to get the people reacdy for the ocacsion.  “And the LORD sad unto Moses,
Go unto the people, ond sondify them to doy ond to morrow, ond lef them wash their
dothes, And e ready aganst the third day: for the third doy the LORD will come down in the
sight of dI the people upon mount Sind. And thou shdt set bounds unto the people round
coout, saying, T ke heed to yoursdlves, that ye go not up into the mount, or touch the border
of it: whosoever toucheth the mount shdl e surdy put to decth: T here shdl not an hond
toudh it, but he shdl surdly e stoned, or shot through; whether it e lbbecst or maon, it shdl not
live: when the trumpet soundeth long, they shall come up to the mount.” Exodus 19:10-13.

For three doys intensive prepadions were made by the people for the most importont
gathering ever hdd by men. The gedest specker tha ever tdked with men wos to adaress
them. At Icst the gopointed hour come. “And it come to poss on the third doy in the
morning, that there were thunders ond lightnings, and a thick doud upon the mount, ond the
voice of the frumpet exaeeding loud so tha dl the people that wes in the comp trembed
(17) And Moses krought forth the people out of the comp to mest with God ond they stood
a the nether part of the mount.” Exodus 19:16-17. Never before nor since hos there bbeen
such amesting “And mount Sind wos dtogether on asmoke, bbeaouse the LORD descended
upon it in firee and the smoke thereof cscended s the smoke of a furnace, ond the whole
nmount quoked geaily. And when the voice of the frumpet sounded long, ond woxed louder
and louder, Moses spake, and God answered him by a voice.” Exodus 19:18, 19.

In tones of thunder ond under the greatest demonstrations ever seen among men, God
spoke the T en Commondments.  After gving the law to the people audbly, He adled Moses
up info the mount ond cdivered it 1o him in written form. “And the LORD sdd unto Moses,
Come up to me into the mount, ond e there: and | will gve thee tddes of stone, ond alaw,
and commandments which | have written; that thou mayest teach them.” Exodus 24:12.

In the very heat of this low God put the Sddoath commondment.  “Remember the
Sadoath aoy, to kesgp it haly. Six doys shdt thou |doour, ond do dI thy work: But the seventh
oy is the Saddoath of the LORD thy Goa in it thou shdt not do ony work, thou, nor thy son,
nor thy daughter, thy manservont, nor thy macservont, nor thy adttle, nor thy stronger that is
within thy gates: For in six days the LORD made heaven ond earth, the sea ond dl tha in
them is, ond rested the seventh coy: wherefore the LORD Hessed the Sadoath aoy, ond
hallowed it.” Exodus 20:8-11.

When on this earth, Christ otserved the seventh doy of the week ¢ the Sadoath.
"And he come to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: ond, ¢s his austom wes, he went
info the synagogue on the Sddoah doy, ond stood up for to recd” Luke 4:16. It wes His
austom to keep the Sadoath. It wos His austom to go into the synagogue and worship on the
Sakoath day.

In Christ’s doy Sadoath-kegping had lost much of its true significonce. T o the Jews of
that time it weos simply refraning from Idoour.  Upon the Saaoath commondment they had
heoped tradtion dfter tradtion until Saddoath-kegping had bbecome a geat weight.  Christ
brushed cside dI these mon-macke theories. By His teachings ond example He gave the world
a pidure of true Sadoath oservonce. He demonstrated that the Sadoath wes a bessing to
mon. “And he sad unto them, The Saddoath wos made for man, and not mon for the
Sabbath: Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the Sabloath.” Mark 2: 27, 28.

Instecd of the Sddoath’s baing a weight, something standng in the waoy of joy ond
hoppiness, it brings freedom ond dessings. It brings aspiritud refreshment found in no other
dy. God knew wha wos good for mon, so He gave him the Sddoath, one of heaven'’s
choicest gifts.
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T hose who were infimatdly cssodated with Christ while on earth were olservers of the
seventh-coy Sadoath, His followers dl otserved the Sadoath.  Christ wos arudfied on Fricoy.
This wos the sixth doy of the wesk. “And tha doy wos the preparation, ond the Sadoath
dew on.” Luke 23:54. Before the sun set ond the Sadoath begon on tha fateful Fricoy
affernoon on which Christ was crudfied, His body was taken down from the cross.

Among those who had followed Christ to Cdvary’s hill, where He wos audfied, were
some fathful women. They had watched His bbody ¢ it wes tcken down from the aoss ond
placed in Joseph’s new tomb. It wos austomary in those doys to anoint the lbody for ourid.
T hese women who loved Him wonted to perform this Icst serviag, therefore they refurned
from the tomb to thaeir homes ond prepared the spicss and ointments that were used in the
anointing service.  Just a8 they had finished their preparations, the sun dsoppeared behind
the western hills ond the Sadoath begon. “And the women dso, which come with him from
Gdilee, fdlowed dfter, ond behdd the sepulchre, ond how his body wes lad And they
returned, ond pregpaed spicss ond oinfments; ond rested the Sadoath doy according to the
commandment.” Luke 23:55-56.

1T will lbe olserved that these women were Sadoath-kegpers. T hey “rested the Saoath
coy accordng to the commondment.”  The commaondment that says we ae to otserve the
Safoath is the fourth one of the Decdogue as given by the Lord on Mount Sinaii.

All the New T estoment writers were Saoath-kegpers. T hey dl oserved the seventh
doy of the wesk s the Sdaoah.  “Now when they had possed through Amphipaolis ond
Apdlonia, they come 1o T hessdonico, where wos a synagogue of the Jews: And Paul, ¢s his
monne wes, went in unfo them, ond three Sadoath coys recsoned with them out of the
saiptures.” Ads 17:1, 2. It wos Padl’s “maonner,” just ¢s it wos Christ’s “austom,” to olserve
the Sadbath.  “And he recsoned in the synogogue every Sadoath, ond persuaded the Jews
ondthe Gresks. . . . .. And he continued there a yea ond six months, teaching the word of
God among them.” Ads 18:4-11. Eveay Sddoath doy for a yea ond six months Paul
recsoned with the Greeks ond the Jews in Corinth. Here is a record of seventy dght
Sabloaths which Paul observed in this one city.

Pau wos a tentmcker by trade, ond supported himsdf while in Corinth by making
fents. The Sadoath wos spent in worship ond in preaching the Word of God T he doy that
Paul okserved cs the Sddoath wos Saurday, the seventh coy of the wesk. T wenty years dfter
Christ’s resurredion we find that Paul kept seventy-eight  conseautive Sddoaths in one aty.
Haod the Sadoath been dhaonged from the seventh to the first doy of the week o the time of
Christ’s resurrection, as some clam, Paul would not have been observing the seventh day.

In the lost ook of the Bikbde, Revdadion, mud is writften doout the events ond
condtions that shdl exist in the world just before the second coming of Christ.  Among them
is that of a great Saldoath reformation.

T his Sdaoath reform movement is 1o e worldwice. T hose who preach this particular
messcge ae adled “the remnont.”  “And the aogon wos wroth with the womon, and went to
make war with the remnent of her seed, which kesp the commonaments of God, ond have
the testimony of Jesus Christ.” Reveldiion 12:17. It is to be espeddly noted that the church
spoken of o “the remnant of her seed,” which term “remnont” might fitly represent the Iost
church, “keep the commondments of God.”

T he people who compose the remmnant church are further desaribbed in these wor ck:
“Here is the patience of the sants: here ae they tha kegp the commondments of God, ond
the fath of Jesus.” Revddion 14:12. Here agan one of the gea outstondng marks of
God's aoprovd is that they “keep the commaondments.” T he kegoing of the commaondments
indudes kegping the seventh doy s the Sddoath.  In the new earth, tha place where God's
people hope someday to acst onachor, dl will keep the Sddoath. “For ¢s the new heavens ond
the new earth, which | will make, shdl reman before me, sath the LORD, so shdl your seed
ond your name reman. And it shdl come to pcss, that from one new moon to onother, ond
from one Sadoath to enother, shdl dl flesh come to worship before me, sath the LORD.”
Iscioh 66:22-23.

poge 18



God's orignd plon s gven to mon in Eden sef the seventh doy goat o the Sadoath.
When Eden is ogain restored to maon, with dl its blessings ond privileges, the seventh doy of
the week will be recognized as the Saboath.

Since it wos God's orignd plon for mon to kegp the seventh-doy Sddoath, and since it
is His plon for dl to keep it in the new earth, ond since the Bide teaches that dl should keep
the seventh-doy Sadoath now, ond in the dsence of any Bikdicd authority for sutstituting
onother doy for the seventh-coy Sadoath, does it not sound recsonade that Christions should
oserve the seventh day of the week as the Saloath?

CHAPTER 7

THE SABBATH -
SATURDAY OR SUNDAY, WHICH?

T HERE is both spiritud ond physiad refreshment in Sddboath observonce. Only those

who have never kept the Sadoath would deny this.  There is, however, a dvision amnong
Christion people regardng which doy of the wesk is the Sadoath.  Some are confused doout
which oy should e kept o8 the Sadoath,  As we look doout, we see most Christion people
oserving the first coy of the wesk. Y et the Bide says, "But the seventh doy is the Sadoath of
the LORD thy God” Exodus 20:10. The questions naurdly aise. Why the dhange from
the seventh doy of the week to the first doy of the wesk? Who made the chonge? When wos
the doy of worship changed, ond by what authority? Did Christ authorize the change of the
Sabbath from the seventh to the first day of the week?

The Bide ond history gve us our answers.  Christ olserved the seventh doy of the
week ¢s the Sadoath. It weos His lifelong austom to kegp the seventh-aoy Sadoath. “And he
aome to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: ond, s his austom wes, he went info the
synogogue on the Sadboath coy, ond stood up for to reacd” Luke 4:16. It wos His “austom,”
His regular woy of life, to kegp the Sadoath. Not only dd He kegp it Himsdf, but He taught
others to do so.

All Christion people ae ageed thar Christ knows the future. T hey bdieve tha when
He wos here upon this earth He could foretdl with complete acoauracy when future events
would occur. On this point there is no division of opinion.

That Christ intended future generctions to oserve the seventh coy cs the Sadoath, is
dealy taught in the Saiptures. This is brought out most foraefully in the prophecy Christ
maocde regardng the destrudtion of Jerusdem. He foresaw ond foretold this event with minute
aoouraoy.

As Christ with His dsdples wos possing through the temple af Jerusdem, ond dl eyes
were aomiring this beautiful structure which the Jews looked upon with gear pride, Christ sad
to them, “And Jesus sad unto them, See ye not dl these things? verily | say unto you, There
shdl not ke left here one stone upon onother, that shdl not e thrown down.” Maithew 24:2.
T he temple wes so sutstontidly built tha it seemed ¢s if nothing could ever destroy it. With
dmost hushed kreath they sad, *T dl us, when shdl these things be? Mathew 24:3. Christ
then proceeded to gve them a sign by which they might know when the destrudiion of
Jausdem ond the temple wes near: “And when ye shdl see Jerusdem compcssed with
amies, then know tha the desalation thereof is nigh.” Luke 21:20. From tha doy forward
the followers of Christ pondered this prophecy. They watched the movement of amies.
T hey recognized tha when Jerusdem should e surrounded by hostile foes, its destruction
wes nexr.  In connedion with His prophecy of the destrudion of Jerusdem, Christ foretold
something dse. Wha wes it? T hen let them which be in Judoea flee into the mountans:
Left him whidh is on the housetop not come down to tcke any thing out of his house: Neither
let him which is in the fidd refurn badk to toke his dothes. And woe unto them that are with
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child, ond fo them that gve sudk in those doys! Buf praoy ye tha your flight e not in the
winter, neither on the Sabbath day.” Matthew 24:16-20.

T he surroundng of Jerusdem by the amies wos o be a signd for the bdievears in
Christ fo flee to the mountans. Their scfety would dgpend on getting out of the dty. In
order tha this ged exodus of God's people from Jerusdem might come when it would couse
the lecst harcship ond suffering, He csked His followers to pray that ther flight might not
come in the wintertime. T o flee in the micst of winter would only inaecse the suffering ond
hardship tha must bbe endured.

But there wos onother thing that they were to proy for, "Pray ye thar your flight e not

.. on the Sadbath doy.” Mdthew 24:20. This prophecy wes gven by Christ in the year
AD. 31. The adud dsstrudion of Jerusdem aome in the spring ond summer of AD. 70.
Thaewas algose of forty years between the time when Christ made the prophecy regardng
the destruction of Jerusdem ond the time it adudly ocaurred  During those forty years
Christ’s followers prayed tha the time of theair flight might not e on the Sadoath. Why dd
God wont them to pray tha they might not have to flee on the Sadoath aoy? God expeded
them to e okserving this doy o the Sddoath when Jerusdem wes dsstroyed T his makes it
dea tha in AD. 70, dmost forty years dter Christ’s resurredtion, the Saddoath wes to be
observed.

Surdly Christ would not have csked the dsdples to pray that they might olserve the
Saooath nearly forty years ofter His resurredion if He intended that the Sdaoath should ke
chonged from the seventh doy of the week to the first doy of the week before that time. Such
inconsistency is not found in the plon of God  He would not mock men by tdling them to
pray for something thar had already passed away.

In no place in the bide is the first doy of the wesk ever adled the Sadoath. T he first
doy of the week is mentioned only eight times in the New T estament.  In none of these plaoes
is this doy adled the Sadoath.  On the other hond, we find the Saoath, the seventh aoy of
the week, referred 1o more than fifty times in the New Testoment.

If there is ony authority for olserving Sunday s the Sddoath, it must e found outsice
the Bide. Is there ony such authority? If so, is this authority for the kegping of Sunday s the
Sdaoath, of God or man? T here must e some recson for Sunday-kesping, since so mony
aserve this day as the Saldoath.

T hat there are mony sincere, cevout Christion people who olserve the first doy of the
week s the Sadoath, we do not deny.  Our question is not conaerning the sinaerity of the
people who otserve the first doy of the wesk, but the authority for the change of the Sddoah
from the seventh to the first day of the week. People can be sincere and yet be mistaken.

T he authority for kegping Sundoy o8 the Sadoath comes from the Romon Cathalic
Church.  Only those who have never investigated the question will deny this. T he Catholics
themsdlves not only admit that they chonged the Sadoath from Saturdoy to Sunday, bout boost
of the fad. Not only do the Cathdlics dam to have made the change, bbut mony prominent
Protestont dvines testify that this is tfrue. Tha the Cathdlic Churach changed the coy is a
historicafact. The Catholic Church boasts of her authority for doing so.

"Question — Whidh is the Satdoath day?

"Answer — Saturdoy is the Sddoath doy.” — T he Converts Catechism of Catholic
Doctrine,” Rev. Peter Geiermann, C. SS. R., 2nd edition, 1910.

"Question — But has the (Catholig Church a power to mcke any dterdtions in the
commaonadments of God?

"Answer — . . . Instecd of the seventh coy, ond other festivds gopointed by the old
low, the church hes presaritbed the Sundays ond holydays 1o e set coart for God's worship;
ond these we are now olliged to keep in consequence of God's commaondment, instead of the
ondent Sakoath.” — “Cathalic Christian Instructed,” Most Rev. Dr. Challoner, page 211.

"Question — Have you any other way of proving tha the church hos power to
institute festivds of precept?
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"Answa — Had she not such power, she coud not have done that in which dl
nmodern religonists agee with her — she could not have substituted the olservonae of Sunday
the first doy of the week, for the oservence of Saturcoy the seventh coy, a chonge for which
there is no Saipturd authority.” — “A Dodrind Catechism,” Rev. Stgohen Keenan, page
174. New York: Edward Dunigon and Brother, 1851.

"Question — How prove you that the church hath power to commond fecsts ond holy
days?

"Answer — By the vary oot of changng the Sadoath into Sunday, whidh Protestonts
dlow of; ond therefore they fondy contradd themselves, by kegping Suncoy stridly, ond
krecking most other fecsts commonaded by the some churdh.” — “An Abridgment of the
Christion Dodfrine” R.C.), Rev. Henry Tuberville, D.D., page 58. New York: Edwad
Dunigan and Brothers, approved 1833.

It wos the Catholic Church which, by the authority of Jesus Christ, hos tronsferred
this rest to the Sundoy in rememboronce of the resurrection of our Lord T hus the otservonce
of Sundoy by the Protestonts is on homage they pay, in spite of themselves, to the authority
of the Cahadlid churah.” — “Plan Tdk About the Protestantism of Toaay,” by Mg.
Segur, page 213. Boston: Thomas B. Noonan & Co., 1868.

The coove quotdions set forth the only authority found in this world for Sundoy
oservonce o the Saaoath.  The Catholic Church points with price to the fadt that it made
the chonge, ond rather chides Protestonts for lbaing so inconsistent ¢ 1o follow her in
oserving the first doy of the week, sinae Protestonts profess to aoogpt the Bibe, ond the
Bible only, as their authority for belief and pradice.

The admission of the Romon Cathalic Church seftles beyond a dout the question
regardng the authority for Sundoy otservonce. One thingis aertan: this change is not bosed
on Scripturd authority.

This brings sincere, honest Christion people faoe to faoe with the question of whether
they should follow the teachings of the Bide, olserve the seventh doy s the Sddoath o5 God
commaonaed, or kesgp Suncay, the first doy of the week, which has come to the rdigous world
from the Romon Cathdlic Churdh. T he seventh-adoy Sadoath is of dvine orign, but the
first-day, or Sunday, satdoath is of man.

On the sujed of our dlegonce to God or man, there should e no question. It wos
answered by the gopostles in this way:  *T hen Peter ond the other goostles onswered ond said,
We ought to olbbey God rather than men.” Acts 5:29.

In a cartan village there wos on old dgpatment store. T his stfore had bbeen in the
honas of one family for three generdions, and had been honded down from father to son. It
wes a landmark in the community.

T he story is told that one doy a woman, whom we shdl adl Mrs, Smith, come to see
the store ond purdhcsed some doth for a new aess. The pattern which she had chosen
adled for four yarcs of materid.  Affer she had sdeded the doth she wonted, Mr. Jones, the
proprietor, unrolled the bolt of doth ond between two taks diven into the counter
systemnctiadly mecsured out four yarcs, Mrs. Smith took her purchcse home and proceeced
to plon her dess. Before stating to aut out the aress, she wonted 1o make sure thar she had
suffident materid.  She spread the doth on the tdde ond tried to fit the pdtern on it. She
dsoovered, dtea severd dtempts, that she dd not have enough doth.  After trying in every
woy she could to lay out her dress on the four yads, she findly had to gve up the atempt. In
her desperation she sad “"Could it be possible tha Mr. Jones made a mistcke ond dd not
gve me enough doth? But,” she sdd, "l saw him mecsure it, ond| om sure he gave me four
yads.” To satisfy her mind she took ataoe mecsure ond prooseded to mecsure the materid.
T o he ged cstonishment she found that it wos severd inches short of four yacs. Mr. Jones
had made amistoke.

Wrooping up her purchase, she went bak to the store. Mr. Jones gested her
corddly.  Mrs. Smith proceedea | am sorry, Mr. Jones, but you made a mistcke in
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mecsuring this materid | bought for adess. | wonted four ya s but you have not gven me
that mud.”

Mr. Jones was surprised  “Con it be posside that | mode a mistcke?” T aking the
pakage from Mrs. Smith’s honds, he wdked badk to the counter.  Vey methodadly he
tegon to mecsure the doth befween the taks that had bbeen his mecsuring stondord for many
years. Very cdiberady he mecsured — one, two, three, four. “You see, Mrs. Smith, | have
given you four full yards, and aninch to spare.”

Mrs. Smith wos indeed bewildered ond somewhda embarrcssed. 7l just aon’t
uncerstond it.” Glondng ogan a her paitern, she saa "It adls for four yads, ond | connot
under ony draumstanass seem to get adress out of the amount of goods you soldme.”  After
afew moments of thought, Mrs. Smith findly saad “Mr. Jones, are you sure those taks are
rignt?”

Mr. Jones fdt dmaost indgnont o the thought that onyone would question the tadks
on the counter.  “Why, my dear lady,” he responded, ™| have been sdling doth over those
taks for thirty years. My faher before me sald doth from these tadks, ond his father, my
gondather, stated this store. For fifty yeas we have sold doth by these taks.” With this
statement Mr. Jones felt indined to dismiss the matter.

Mrs. Smith broke the silence by saying, "Do you have a three-foot rule?”

“Yes,” was his reply.

“For my satisfadtion, would you mindmeasuring the distonae between the facks?”

Anxious to uphald the fine reputdion his store had in the community, Mr. Jones
auickly took from ashdf athreefoot rue ondlad it besice the taks. A look of horror come
over his face. “Con it e posside?” he sad | an't understond it.” The taks were nealy
two inches short of a yard.

Mr. Jones stepped back from the counter ond looked down aF the tadks in degp study
ond omazement.  As he stood there looking a the tadks, he sdd “And to think | have bbeen
selling cloth over those fadks for thirty years!”

Mr. Jones wos now face to faoe with aprodem.  For thirty years he had been sdlling
goock over those taks. He bdieved he wos gving good messure. He bdieved he wes doing
right, but it wos now pointed out to him that he wos wrong  In fad, it wos shown tha he had
tbeen wrong for mony years. But he had bbeen ignoraont of his wong  He had not lbeen under
condemnation, beaouse he thought he wos doing right. God does not charge sin ogainst us
while we are in ignoraonce. “And the times of this ighorance God winked at” Acts 17:30.

How doout the future? What must he do doout the taks? Even though Mr. Jones
might have sald five thousond ya s of goocs from those tadks without condemnation, yet if
he now sold one more yard, sinae he knew the taks dd not gve honest mecsure, he would
e doing wrong. His heart would condemn him.

Wha dd Mr. Jones do? He dd just wha every honest person would do.  Readching
into his podcket, Mr. Jones took out his knife, openedit, ondbbegon 1o pry up one of the tacks.
It took considerdde effort to get the tadk out of its place.  thing tha have been long
estadished ae not ecsily removed T his is true of tradtions ond austoms s wall o tadks.
But o lcst the tadk wos removed. Mr. Jones then aarefully Idd the three-foot rule on the tadk
that wes still firmly onchored in the counter, ond a the other end procseded to place the
other tak. As he pressed down on the tak with his thumbo, to his geat surprise it went into
the boad ecsily. He found that it went right intfo a hole that had been filled with putty. He
had dscovered the very hole from which the tack had once been removed Someone had
moved the todk.

In the study of the Sddoath question we find tha o the end of the first wesk of
aeation God placed the Saoath. T he seventh doy is the Sadoath.” But someone has tcken
the weekly rest from the seventh doy ond place it on the first doy. Mr. Jones dd not know
who moved the tak on his counter, nor when it wos done.  But we do know when the
aoservonce of the Saboath was moved andwho did it.
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The Romon Cathadlic Church dhonged the day of rest from Saturday to Sunday. T his
act she freely admits. Thechonge wos made after thedeath of the gpostles.

Although on attempt wos made to change the Sadoath from the seventh to the first
doy of the week, God has dways had those through the centuries who otserved His low ond
kept His Sddoath. There are hundrecs of thousoncs of them in the world tocoy.  Every year
mony thousonas of Christion people are bbegnning to kegp the seventh-doy Sadoath. T hey
have dscovered that God's low is kindng ond tha the seventh-doy Sdadoath should e
oserved T he testimony of dl those who kegp God's Sadoath is that it brings ageat spiritud
Hessing to them. In your very community, but perhoos unknown 1o you, there may e some
Christian people who observe the seventh-day Satdoath.

There are only seven doys in each week. Six of these are working aoys. Only one coy
of the wesk an e the Sddoath.  The other six ae working days. God has set the seventh
day, Saturday, apart as the Saboath.

It is s impossible to chonge the Sdaoath from the seventh day to the first doy of the
wesk o it would ke to change your kirthcoy. A person might choose to adelrate o his
khrthdoy a doy other than tha on which he was born.  Regardess of the doy one may
adelrate, his birthdoy is fixed by the fadt of his kirth. So by the oo of God, the seventh-coy
Saoath waos estadished. It stands as amemorid of His credtion.

CHAPTER 8

LIFE ONLY IN CHRIST

MAN nescs sdvation because he is lost — hopdessly lost. He aonnot save himsdf,
and no humaon bbaing aon save him.  If he is ever saved, it will e by apower outside himsdlf
and the human family.

Inncte in the heat of mon is a desire o livee. Maon not only wants life now, but he
waonts to live for ever. God haos put this dessire in the heart of mon. It is ¢s universd ¢s hunger
for food In the heat of mon is alongng for God He may not recognize this longng o a
yearning for God, but his soul aies out for something he does not possess. It is God tha he
wonts,  Job expressed his hearts longng in these worcs: “Oh that | knew where | might find
him! that | might come even 1o his seat!” Jolb 23:3.  Says the Psdmist: “As the hat ponteth
dter the water krooks, so ponteth my soul cfter thee, O God My soul thirsteth for God, for
the living God when shdl | come ond gopear before God?” Psdms 42:1, 2. Six thousond
yeas of sin have not oditeraded the degp longng ond the insatidde hunger for God that
exists in every heart,

God who maode mon ond planted deep in his heart this desire to live, dso mode ample
provision whereby this desire might be redized In the aedion of the humon race, God
infended tha maon should live for ever. However, God took into aooount every contingency
tha might aise, that would hinder or dorogate this plon.  In the event tha mon, endowed
with the power of choice, should choose awrong course and thereby forfat his right to live,
God had a plon which would restore man to his rightful ploce.

When Adom ond Eve were placed in the garden of Eden, ther love ond loydty to God
were o e tried by the add test of obbedence. T he pendty for dsolbbedence wos death, “And
the LORD God commaonaded the mon, saying, Of every tree of the gorden thou maoyest fredy
ed: Buf of the free of the knowledge of good ond evil, thou shdt not eat of it: for in the doy
that thou edatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” Genesis 2:16, 17.

In this first fest, mon faled The death pendty wes pronounced “In the swedt of thy
face shdt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the gound for out of it weost thou tcken: for
dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.” Genesis 3:19.

To think that the humon family weos for ever lost ond would e eterndly separared
from God caused Jesus to offer Himsdlf a6 man'’s sukstitute. Here begon God's tirdess quest
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for mon. Here the plon of redemption bbecome opardtive.  In the early chopters of the Bidle
we find God searching for lost man.  Strange ¢s it may seem, it waos not lost man that sought
God Adom hadsinned, ond he wos ofrad  He tried to hide himsdf. “And the LORD God
adled unto Adom, ond sad unto him, Where at thou? And he sdd, | heard thy voice in the
garden, and | was afraid, because | was naked; and | hid myself.” Genesis 3:9, 10.

From tha ondent doy until this very hour, sinful mon hcs been frying to hide from
God, because sin has made him afrad.

Redizing thar man wos forever lost unless won by Christ, God hcs continued His quest
for him down through the centuries. “For the eyes of the LORD run to ond fro throughout
the whaole earth, to shew himsdf strong in the bendf of them whose heart is perfect toward
him. Heraen thou hcst done fodlishly: therefore from henceforth thou shdt have was.” 2
Chronicles 16:9.

Mon wos mace in the image of God — he is God's maosterpiece. He dffers from dl
otha aeaures of eath in that heis kin to God The mak of mon’s geatness is that God
has chosen to seek him out and give him a place as a son in His kingdom.

In our first dimpse of God, Heis sesking for lost man: Adom, “where at thou?” Our
lcst shows the same loving quest:  “And the Spirit ond the brice say, Come. And let him that
heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, lef him tcke the
water of life fredy.” Revdadtion 22:17. This confinud seach for mon is the geat centrd
theme of the Bible.

The trogc story of mon’s dsobedenas, his sgparation from God, the pronouncement
of thedeath pendity upon him, forms one of theearliest chapters in humon history.

Maon neecs aSaviour beaause he s lost, ond heis lost beaause of sin. “Behald, | wos
shopen in iniquity; ondin sin dd my mother conasive me.” Psdms 51:5. Like some areaoed
dsecse, the tendency to sin has been inherited from generdiion to generdion. “For dl have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God;” Romans 3:23. (See Romans 5:12).

Since dl have sinned, dl arelost — eferndly ond forever lost. “For the woges of sin is
ceath; but the gft of Godis efernd life through Jesus Christ our Lord” Romons 6:23. Not
only is mon lost, he is hdpless. He aonnot save himsdf.  If saved, he must have help from
another source. Had not the plon of salvation been made, he would have been forever ost,

T he only One who could redeem maon wos He who had aedred him. - Nothing short of
aedtive power could receem man, since he must become a new aedtion ond experience a
new birth.

Not only must lost meon e recdedted, but dso the pendty of a broken low which
demaonded death must be met. - Guilty maon could not be rdecsed from the death pendty. the
only course left wes for Christ, who aedted maon, to offer Himsdf ¢s his sutstitute ond aoospt
the pendty of death which the law demonded T his Christ dd He not only ded for maon, bout
dedin place of man. In dying for man upon the aoss, Christ took upon Himsdf the quilt of
maon's sin and thereby relecsed man from the death demanded by the broken law.

Uncer dvine inspiration prophets foretold the time when Christ would come to this
world, be born as ababe; grow to manhood, and actudly die for man’s sins.

When the ongd onnounoed the kirth of the Promised One, he told the shephercs who
were watching theair flodks in the Judeon hills: “And the ongd sdd unto them, Fea not: for,
behold, | kring you good tidngs of gedr joy, whidh shdl ke to dl people. For unto you is born
this doy in the aty of David aSaviour, which is Christ the Lord  And this shdl e asign unto
you; Ye shdl find the bbdoe wrgoped in swadding dothes, lying in amonger.  And suddenly
there wos with the ongdl a multitude of the heavenly host prasing God, ond saying, Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will ftoward men.” Luke 2:10-14.

With the possing of the years “the dhild grew, ond woxed strong in spirit, filled with
wisdom: and the grace of God was upon Him.” Luke 2:40.

After His bboptism, “Jesus come into Gdilee, preaching the gospd of the kingdom of
God, And saying, The time is fulfilled, ond the kingdom of God is a hona repent ye, ond
believe the gospel.” Mark 1:14, 15.
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Christ had come info the world on a dfinite mission, ond never for one moment wes
that mission forgotten. T herefore doth my Father love me, because | lay down my life, that |
might tcke it ogdn.” John 10:17. At lost the hour of His dedth arived It is dI written in
four worcs, "And they audfied Him.” The dimox of the ages had come. T he prophedes
ond deams of seers for centuries auminated here. T he saxifidd system ended here. As
Christ died He said, "It is finished.” The price for man’s redemption had been paid.

In Jerusdem tha day two things happened, one in the temple in the heart of the dty,
the other in the suburios on Calvery’s hill.

When Christ sad, "It is finished,” to the cstonishment of worshippers in the temple,
the val which hid from view the second goartment of the sonctucry, by unseen hancs wes
“rent in twan from the top to the bottom.” Before the gaze of the worshippers stood the
holy of hdlies. The eathly soncdtucry service had come to its end  All the types ond shadows
which had expressed the fath of God's people for mony centuries auminated here a the
CIoss.

At the edge of the dty something new ond dfferent in the onnuls of rdigon had tcken
plae — something that wos to mark anew doy in the history of the world  Christ had been
crudfied. Thiswas all in kegping with God’s origna plon for man’s salvation.

Maon is not saved from the pendty of sin by any meritorious work of his own, but by
what Christ hcs done for him. Heis saved by the gace of God  “For by gaoe are ye saved
through fath; ond that not of yourseves: it is the gft of God Not of works, lest any mon
should boast.” Ephesions 2:8, 9.

Sdvdion is a gft, ond onything that is a gft aonnot e eaned or purchcsed It is
something free. T hereis nothing mon aon do to gan sdvation exosgot to aooept it. 1T is fredy
offered to him “without money and without price,” without penonce or works.

While sdvdiion is the free gift of God ond mon aon in no way earn or buy it, yet he
hos avery cefinite pat to oo in obtaningit. What is man’s part? It is aoogpting by fath the
Lord Jesus Christ ¢s his persond Saviour from sin, by bdieving ond acogpting Christ os the
One who died on the cross in his stead.

When the goder of ondent times asked, “Sirs, what must | do to be saved?” Paul ond
Silos immedatdy reglied, "And they sad, Bdieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, ond thou shdt e
saved, ond thy house” Ads 16:31. To this eanest sesker for sdvation, only one
requirement wes necsssay: “Bdieve on the Lord Jesus Christ,”  Tha weos dl tha wes
neasssay then — that is dl that is required now. Nothing dse would save amon then, ond
nothing dse will save him now. “That if thou shdt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,
ond shdt bdieve in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shdt e saved ”
Romans 10:9.

In John 3:16, tha most familiar possage of Saipture in dl the Bilde, is sef forth the
heat of the plon of sdvdion: “For God so loved the world, tha he gave his only lbegotten
Son, tha whosoever bdieveth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” It is bodief
in Jesus Christ s our Saviour from sin, ond the aoogpting of the donement He maode for us
on the cross, that give everlosting life.

To teadh His dsdples tha there wos no way to olbtan eternd life exagpt through
Christ, He gave them the pardde of the good shepherd  In this pardde He states plainly that
only by Him aon men be saved T hen sdd Jesus unto them ogain, Verily, verily, | say unto
you, | am the door of the shegp. All tha evar come before me are thieves ond roboers: out
the shegp dd not hear them. | am the door: by me if ony mon enter in, he shdl e saved, ond
shdl goin ond out, ondfind posture. T he thief cometh not, out for to sted, ond 1o kill, ondto
aestroy: | am come that they might have life, ond that they might have it more doundontly.”
John 10:7-10. “Nether is there sdvation in ony other: for there is none other nome under
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. ” Acts 4:12.

Wha does aoogpting Christ o5 apersond Saviour do for man? What chonge does this
make in him? When Christ is aoogpted s a persond Saviour, the heart of maon is completdy
dhonged ond a geat fronsformation is mace in the life. By nature, mon’s heart is sinful,
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prone to do wrong  He must have a chonge of heat, ond when this tckes plaoe, the life is
chonged Maon becomes anew aedture, or aeation. T herefore if ony mon ke in Christ, he
is a new aedure odd things ae possed away; behold, dl things ae become new.” 2
Corinthians 5:17.

It tckes aedtive power to tronsform a sinner into a sant, to change a widked, evil
person infoacondicate forheaven. Yet that is what God does for those who believe,

Sad Jesus to Nicodemus, Y e must be born ogain.” John 3:7. Only twice-born men
— those who have had their nature changed by experiendng a new birth — aon enter the
kingdom of God “Jesus onswered, Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Exagot amon e born of
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” John 3:5.

Mon aonnot chonge his own nature.  This is just & impossible o6 for a leopad 1o
chonge his spotfs. “"Con the Ethiopion change his skin, or the leopard his spots? then may ye
dso do good, tha ae aoaustomed to do evil.” Jeremich 13:23. It tckes aediive power, the
new birth, fo gve mon anew heat. Singe mon in his sinful nature connot enter heaven, it is
imper ative that this nature be changed.

Evil men who put Christ to death little redize that their adions, instead of being the
end of Christ and His work, simply marked the beginning of a gredter work.

His death, resurredtion, ond cscension maocke posside a more complete ond universd
ministry.  “For Christ is not entered info the holy plaoss made with honds, which are the
figures of the frug but info heaven itsdf, now to gopear in the presence of God for us:”
Helrews 9:24. Christ returned to “heaven itsdf.” T he purpose of His refurn wos “to oppear
in the presence of God for us.”

Mon now hos a dred goproach to God through his High Priest, Jesus Christ. "My
little children, these things write | unto you, that ye sin not. Andif ony maon sin, we have oan
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” 1 John 2:1.

How acon amaon, lost in sin ond without hope, come to Christ? The ay tha went up
from sincere hearts on the doy of Pentecost, when they sought to come to God, wes, “What
shdl we do?” The first word of Peter, the gea preacher on that ocacsion, wos, “Repent.”
T his hos lbeen atext of dl gedt preadhers. It wos the text of John the Boptist.  “In those doys
aome John the Boptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judoeo, And saying, Repent ye: for the
kingdom of heaven is a hond Madthew 3:1, 2. Christ Himsdf preoched repentonce.
“From that fime Jesus begon to preadh, ond to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is o
hond” Madthew 4:17. The Icst message o be sounded in the eath, the message to the
Laodiceans, is one of repentonce. See Revelation 3:19.

Repentonce is sorrow for sin. Repentonce is furning owaoy from a life of sin. It is
more thon on outward reformation. It is a heat experience.  Unless the heart is dhonged
from sin, there willbe no change of life, for out of the heart are the issues of life,

We need not repent bbefore coming to God T he sinner need not wait until he turns
his heat to God When he onswers the invitation, “"Come unto Me,” Christ then, by His
Spirit, gives him repentonce. Repentance is a gift.

Him hah God exdted with his right hond to ke a Prince ond a Saviour, for to gve
repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.” Acts 5:31.

We aonnot make ourseves better by waiting  Like some dreaded dsecse that hos
fostened itself upon us, our sins become worse the longer we wait,

No one ever becomes befter by his own efforts. "Behold, now is the aoogpted time;
behold, now is the coy of sdvation.” 2 Corinthicns 6:2. ™ To coy if ye will hear his voice,
Harden not your hearts.” Hebrews 3:7, 8.

Closdly rdared 1o repentonce is confession,  Sins are 1o ke confessed to God, for only
He an forgve them. True confession aknowledges spedfic sins, ond should ke dfinite.
Confession is not aoogptdde to God without sincere repentonce. 1t is not an exause for sin,
but on adknowledgement of sin. Confession denotes humility, a humitding of the heart before
God “The LORD is nigh unto them tha are of atbroken heat; ond saveth sudh ¢s ke of a
contrite spirit.” Psalms 34:18.
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Everything necsssary hcs been done to redeem men from sin. Christ has mode ample
provision for dl. He hos padthe prices He hos redeemed us. He invites dl to come. Wil
you aooept the invitation?  “Come unto me, dl ye that Idocour ond are heavy laden, ond | will
gve you rest, T ke my yoke upon you, ond lean of me for | an mesk ond lowly in heat:
and ye shdl find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is ecsy, ond my burden is light.” Matthew
11:28-30.

Notwithstondng man’s fallies, faults, ond sins, he is sfill Gods aedure. He wos
aededin the imoge of God to enjoy the fdlowship of God  Although God's orignd plon hcs
been marred, His orignd purpose will yet e fulfiled "Behold, | stond o the door, ond
knodk: if ony mon hear my voice, ond open the door, | will come in o him, ond will sup with
him, and he with me.” Revelation 3:20.

There is one way, ond one way only, o obtan efernd life.  Christ says, "I am the
way.”  “And this is life etlernd, tha they might know thee the only true God, ond Jesus
Christ, whom thou host sent.” John 17:3. “As mony ¢s recsived him, to them gave he power
to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on hisname:” John 1:12.

CHAPTER 9

WHERE ARE THE DEAD?

IN the widdly recd columns of the Iate Arthur Bristbone there cppeared, a few years
aQo, this remarkade story:-

*In aBoston dley abdoy wes found with a washdoth over its faoe, a cord around its
nek, bak ondrigd Nonethdess, Dr. Fronk M. Deich, night superintendent of Boston City
Hospitd, put the baoy on the operating tdde, ond begon kreathing info its mouth, fordng ar
into its lungs. Twenty doctors took turns, fordng ar into the bdoy’s lungs for three hours,
ond now the dhild, pronounced dead, is restored to life, breathing comfortddy in on
incubaror.

"Most interesting, dl honour to the kincheated doctors.  You csk yoursdf: "Where
was the soul of that bdoy during the three hours of goparent death? Had it not left the body,
or was it hovering aoundin the neightbourhood, waiting to come bbadk in acse life should start
ogain?” *

Mr. Brisbone csks the question, "Where wos the soul of that baoy?” No doulct meny
people, on learning of this remarkdde inddent, thought of the some question. Caon we know?
Yes, the Bible gives the answer.

This question is perhgos one of the most widdy dsaussed sulgeds in the rdigous
world T his is because it comes dose to the homes ond hearts of so mony. Saorady ahome
can be found where the grim regper has not taken his toll.

This is apersond guestion. Every person in this world knows that sooner or Iater he
must face death.  One by one, loved ones, friencs, ond aoqudntoncss are aaried to thair st
resting-places.  Every day we are reminded that we live in aland of the dying.

In view of the much thought gven to this question, proloddy most persons have
arived a some condusions. Not dl have found their answers in the light of the Saiptures.
Some do not know just why they bdieve s they do, but since others think the same way, they
have simply aooepted tha dodrine. Not dl ae sdisfied with the light they have on this
subject.

T his question an e onswered only by the Bilkde, since only God knows the onswer,
Only in the Word of God aon questions of efernity e solved By going lbbadk to the begnning,
bak to the gaden of Eden, we find God's orignd plon for mon. Here it is plan tha
provision wos made whereby those who were placed  upon this earth would live forever.  God
never intended that man should die.

poge27/



The story of the aedtiion of mon is short, dear, ond convindng “The LORD God
formed man of the dust of the gound, ond breadhed info his nostrils the breath of life ond
maon become a living soul.” Genesis 2:7. Thd which wos only a lifdess form, made of the
“dust of the ground,” becaome a living soul when God breathed into it.

T his mon, Adom, ond his wife, Eve, were to have aoosss to the “tree of life,” ond by
partcking of this tree they were fo live for ever. Tha whidh waos 1o gve them a never-endng
life wos not the dust or the kreath that krought them into baing It wos the edting of the free
of life.

When Adom ond Eve sinned by dsobeying God, they were denied the privilege of
edating of the tree of live. "Andthe LORD Godsad, Behold, the man is kbecome cs one of s,
to know good ond evil: and now, lest he put forth his hond, ond tcke dso of the tree of life,
onded, andlivefor ever: Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Ecen,
to till the ground from whence he wos tcken. So he drove out the maon; and he placed o the
ecst of the garden of Eden Cheruoms, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to kesp
the way of the tree of life.” Genesis 3:22-24.

Since it wos the eating of this free that wos to perpetuate life, ond this free wos put
beyond the reach of the humon family, death has been the common lot of man.

T he result of the fdl of mon wos far-reaching  Up until this time no trace of sin had
marred this world  All wos peacce ond joy in hoppy olbedence to the law of God  Adom ond
Eve had been told "But of the tree of the knowledge of good ond evil, thou shdt not ear of it:
for in the doy tha thou edtest thereof thou shdt surdly de.” Genesis 2:17. Notwithstondng
this pldn dedardiion, the misery ond woe that would follow could hady e imogned  Death
wcs something unknown. T here had never been apdn o on ache, never atea or amoon
on theearth.

Every decth we see should ke a reminder of the dsolbbedence of our first parents.
“Wherefore, o by one maon sin entered into the world, ond decth by sin; ond so death possed
upon dl men, for that dl have sinned” Romons 5:12. A Bide understandng of what death is
will clear up any questions.

Thae ae two deaths spoken of in the Bide. They ae adled the first ond second
deaths. T hefirst decth is the one thar comes to dl s the result of Adom's tronsgession. T he
second death is the find destrudtion tha comes 1o the lost when they ae for ever destroyed
Reveation 20:15. Thefirst decth is aslegp; the second death is eternd destruction. T he first
deoth comes 1o all; the seconddeath comes only to those that are lost.

Jesus sad to His dsdples: "T hese things sdd he: ond ofter tha he sath unto them,
Our friend Lazarus slegoeth; bout | go, that | may awcke him out of slegp.” John 11:11. But
the dsdples thought of physiad rest, for they reglied, "If he slegp, he shdl do wal.” But
“Jesus spake of his death: but they thought tha He had spoken of taking of rest in slesp.
Thensaid Jesus unto them planly, Lazerus isdead.” Verses 12-14,

The Apocstle Paul says: "We shdl not dl slegp, but we shdl dl be chonged” 1
Corinthions 15:51. T he prophet Danid specks of the dead o those thar “sleep in the dust of
the eath.” Daoid 12:2. Agdon Pau writes: "But | would not have you to ke ignoront,
krethren, concerning them which are cslegp, that ye sorrow not, even o others which have
no hope. For if we bdieve tha Jesus ded ond rose again, even so them dso which slegp in
Jesus will God kring with him. For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, thar we
which ae dive ond reman unto the coming of the Lord shdl not prevent them which ae
asleep.” 1 Thessalonians 4:13-15.

It is sdd of Stephen, who wes stoned to decth ond become the first martyr in the New
T estoment, "And he kneded down, ond aried with aloud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to ther
charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep.” Acts 7:60.

Since ceath is aslegp, we may properly ok, Where do the dead slegp? What place
hos God prepared for tired ond weary pilgims of this earth who have finished their course
and have closed their eyes indeath?
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The prophet Donid says tha when Christ returns to this eath to recaive His
receemed people, "And meny of them that slegp in the dust of the earth shdl awcke.” Danid
12:2. This longucge is pldn.  “Maon shdl turn ogan unto dust.” Job 34:15. "Thou tokest
away their breath, they die, and retum to their dust.” Psalms 104:29.

Perhgos the gedest tribute ever pad to ony mon wes tha gven by Jesus Christ to
King David Christ sad "I have found David the son of Jesse, amaon dfter mine own heart,
which shall fulfil all my will.” Acts 13:22.

If the good were tcken to heaven a death, David surely would be one who would e
there. But whereis David? “For David is not cscended into the heavens:” Ads 2:34. This
text says planly David is not in heaven. If he is not there, then where is he? “Men ond
krethren, lef me fredy spedck unto you of the patriarch David, thar he is both deacd ond bouried,
ond his sepuldhre is with us unfo this doy.” Ads 2:29. These two texts reved these fads:
Davidwos buried; David's sepuldhre is in theearth; David is not inheaven.

Christ sdd to Adom, and through him to the humon race “In the sweat of thy face
shdt thou ed kread, till thou refurn unto the gound for out of it west thou tcken: for dust
thou at, ond unto dust shdt thou refurn.” Genesis 3:19. How dealy He stades where mon
goes when he des — ™ill thou return unto the gound ™ “Out of it west thou token: for dust
thou art, and unto dust shdt thou return.”

If the dead are cslegp, unconsdous, ond in their gaves, naurd recsoning would lecd
us to bdieve tha they know nothing while in this stare. But we are not left done to our
recsoning Godhos spoken in dearest Ionguage on this point.  “For the living know that they
shdl de hbut the deacd know not ony thing, neither have they any more arewad for the
memory of them is forgotten.” Ecclesiastes 9:5.

If the decd know not onything, then they know nothing “There is no work, nor
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.” Ecclesiastes 2:10.

T he loved ones who have leen torn from us in decth are not in some heavenly aoocke.,
They ae not in aspirit world, looking down on this eath with love ond sympathy, rgoidng
when we ae good ond wegping when we do wrong  Solomon, the wisest mon, says of the
dead “Also thar love, ond their hdred, and their envy, is now perished neither have they
any more a portion for ever in any thing that is done under the sun.” Eadesicstes 9:6. The
very condfion in death makes it impossibe for the dgoated to have onything to do with
things and affars on this earth.

Instead of saying that the dead prase God around His throne, David says: T he decd
prase not the LORD, neither any tha go down into silence.” Psdms 115:17. It is impossible
for the decd to renda pradse ond adordtion to God, because “For in death there is no
remembrance of thee: in the grave who shall give thee thanks?” Psalms 6:5.

T he dosest tie known to humon heats is that between parents ond their dhilden.  |If
cnyone could e salidtous ofter death for the walfare of onother, a parent would be for his
own offspring A kind father or aloving mother would ke the first to reach forth from “the
beyond” to lend ahdping hond to his or her children if it were posside.  Job says: “His sons
come to honour, ond he knoweth it not; ond they are krought low, but he peraaiveth it not of
them.” Job 14:21. Whaeve dilden may do on this ecrth, the paent who hos ded
“knoweth it not.”

In sound slegp the mind is dormaont; there is no consdousness. It may ke tha you

have known someone who haos lbeen knocked unconsaous by abow from some olgect or by
a fdl. How mudh dd the indvidud know while in this condtion? Nothing, dosolutdy
nothing!
Is it recsoncde to suppose that the dow or the fdl whidh results in unconsdousness, if alittle
more severe — suffident o acause the decth of the person — would produce a condtion in
which the indvidud knows everything? In other words, is it possibe to hit a maon and knodk
him unconsdous so tha he knows nothing, then hit him alitfle harder ond kill him, ond he
know everything?
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In the experience of Lazarus, s recorded in the deventh chaoter of John, we have
the record of amaon who lived on this earth, who ded, was buried, then raised from the decd
When Christ come to the fomb to rdse Lazarus, "He found that he had lan in the gave four
doys dreacdy.”  Surdy this would be long enough to gather a complete report of the life
eyond the tomb, if any such life existed.

Wha testimony does Lazarus kring badk with him of his experience ofter death? We
find him o silent on this sugedt cs the tomb itsdf. Why? T he dead know not onything ”
He had been aslesp.

Both the good ond the bad who have ded ae in thar gaves. They will rest in
untoroken slesp until find awarcs ae meted out to them., “Marva not o this: for the hour is
coming, in the which dl that arein the gaves shdl hear his voice, And shdl come forth; they
tha have done good, unfo the resurredtion of life; ond they tha have done evil, unto the
resurrection of domnation.” John 5§:28, 29. Job understood this suged. Under the
inspiraion of God he gves us very dea and convindng testimony: “So man lieth down, ond
riseth not: fill the heavens be no more, they shdl not awcke, nor e rdsed out of thar slegp.”
Job 14:12. When mon des, he “lieth down,” ond here he slegps in the dust of the earth.”
T his slegp continues until the “heavens be no more.” It is a the second coming of Christ that
the heavens shdl e no more. “And the heaven dgparted ¢ a saadl when it is rolled
together; ond every mountan ond islond were moved out of their placss. . . . For the gear
day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?” Revelation 6:14-17.

For fea some would lbecome confused, ond perhaps think that when death comes it is
the end of mon, Job csks this question, "If amon de, shdl he live agdn?” Job 14:14. Then
he procsecs to gve an inspired onswer: If | wat, the gave is mine house: | have made my
bed in the daorkness.” Job 17:13. “All the coys of my copointed time will | wait, fill my
changecome.” Job 14:14.

Although heaven is the promised doode of the righteous, they do not enter this Hissful
lond a decth. They are tcken there a the second coming of Christ, when they ae raseqd,
from their dusty becs. “For the Lord himsdf shdl descend from heaven with ashout, with the
voice of the adhongd, ond with the trump of Goad ond the deadin Christ shdl rise first: Then
we which ae dive ond reman shdl be caught up together with them in the douds, o meet
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 1 Thessdonians 4:16, 17.

The chonge that tckes place a the resurredtion, when the slegping saints are raised,
the Apostle Paul adls a "mystery.” A mystery is something thar aonnot e fully explaned or
understood  "The word signifies a seaet, . . . a thing kept seaet ond hid from our
uncerstondng, fill it be reveded to us.” (Cruden). Just how God aon rase the multitudes of
the righteous who have ded, ond gve them immortd bodes ond a never-endng life, we aon
never fully understond in our present stade. "Behold, | shew you a mystery; We shdl not dl
slegp, but we shdl dl be chonged, In amoment, in the twinkling of on eye, a the lcst frump:
for the tfrumpet shdl sound, ond the dead shdl e rdsed incorruptide, ond we shdl e
chonged.” 1 Corinthians 15:51, 52.

Death is just the opposite of life. To deis not to live. “Sef thine house in order: for
thou shdt de, ond not live.” Isdoh 38:1. To deis not atronsition into some mystic form or
spirit; it is not on entering into heaven, hdl, or purgatory. To deis to slegp. Mon goes 1o
the grave when he dies, and there he stays until the resurrection.
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CHAPTER 10

“I WILL COME AGAIN”

T HREE ged fads tha moke the plan of redemption sure e First, Christ’s covent

to this world o8 the Messioh ond His death on the aoss & maon’s Saviour; second, His
resurrection and cscension to heaven & maon’s advoadte; third, His second coming o this
earth to recaive His people into His everlosting kingdom.

The first two of these gea events ae in the post. They ae fads aoogpted by di
Christion people. T hey ae the fundomentd bocsis of Christionity. But the third event is yet in
the future. Not until Christ refurns the second time ond gathers 1o Himsdf His people, will
the plen of redemptionbe complete.

No one would bdieve tha God would lay aplon for the sdvation of men, aorry it out
a such cost until it wes two thircs aoocomplished, then doondon i, This is not the way God
does things. His plaons ae complete. Nothing short of afinished work will ever mest God's
mind.

T he second coming of Christ is the dodrine of the New T estoment.  All other truths
seem to revolve around this gorious event so forasfully portrayed by dl Gospd writers. The
best authority on this suged is Christ Himsdf. He wdl knew that the fad of His return to
this earth the second time would e questioned by some so in the most positive longuage
known to man He emphdiiadly stated, ™| will comeagan.” John 14:3.

T he condtions uncer which this promise wos mode were most impressive. Christ had
just told His dsdples tha He wos going 1o leave them. T he fime for the second step in the
plon of redemption had come. He wos going badk to heaven by way of the aoss. The very
thought of His leaving broke their hearts. T hey wonted to go with Him.  "Peter sad unto
him, Lord, why aonnot | fallow thee now? | will Iy down my life for thy scke.” John 13:37.
1T no dout pulled cs strondy on Christ’s heartstrings to leave this little group of bdievers s it
dd on thers. “Whither | go, thou anst not follow me now; but thou shdt follow me
dterwads.” John 13:36. No, they could not go with Him then. He had dfferent plans for
them.

To comfort ther broken heats He gave them this promise.  Perhgos nothing so
comforting has ever been written.  “Let not your heart e tfrouded ye bdieve in God, bdieve
dsoinme Inmy Faha' s house ae mony mansions: if it were not so, | would have told you.
| go to prepae aplace for you. Andif | go ond prepare a place for you, | will come ogain,
ond recaive you unto mysdf; that where | om, there ye may e dso.” John 14:1-3. Hereis
the authority for bdieving in the second coming of Christ. It is Christ’'s own persond
promise. Not unfil He comes the second time ond takes His people to those maonsions He
has gone to prepare, will the plon of redemption bbe completed.

If 1 go. .. will come again.” Tha He dd go away we have the testimony of
gyewitnesses.  “And when he had spoken these things, while they behdd, he was tcken up;
ond a doud recsived him out of thar sight.” Ads 1:9. For forty doys ofter Christ’s
resurrection from the tomb He had met ond minged with His dsdples. Now the lost mesting
ond the Iost hour thah He waos to spend with them until He comes back the second time had
carived T hey journeyed out 1o the Mount of Olives, where they often went to study end proy.
As they gathered doout Him He spoke to them, ond then He rose from the earth. T his very
sight onczed them.  They wached Him dsoppea into a doud ond vanish from sight. How
empty the world seemed L ost sgparations are dways had  As they stood garing into empty
space, with hearts full of sorrow, angds from heaven come to comfort and instruct them.
“And while they looked stedfcstly toward heaven o8 he went up, behadld, two men stood by
them in white copard; Which dso sdd, Ye men of Gdilee, why stond ye gazing up into
heaven? this some Jesus, which is tcken up from you into heaven, shdl so come in like
monner & ye have seen him go into heaven.” T he “two men” in “white gopard” were ongdls
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from the throne of God, who had been sent to the dsdples in this hour of sgpardion. T hey
had come to cssure them that Christ would refurn, T his some Jesus, which is token up from
you into heaven, shdl so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go info heaven.”

We have not only Christ’s own persond promise for our bdief in the second coming
of Christ, but that of the ongd’s dso. T his gve us the best posside authority. But we have
still other authority besides that of Christ ondthe ongdls. T he writers of the Bide made it on
outstondng part of thar teaching T he Apostle Paul spedks of this geat event fifty dfferent
fimes in his writings. It is mentioned 290 times in the New T estament, which is on averoge of
more than once for evary chapter.  Perhgos no other dodrine is mentioned so often.  Not
only in the New T estament, but in the od s wel, it is mentioned over ond over.  We shdl
look at some of these inspired passages.

"So Christ wes once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him
shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.” Hebrews 9:28.

"Looking for tha blessed hope, and the gorious gopecaring of the geat God ond our
Saviour Jesus Christ;” Titus 2:13.

"And Enoch dso, the seventh from Adom, prophesied of these, saying, Behald, the
Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints. “Jude 14.

"For the Lord himsdf shdl desaend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
adhongd, ond with the frump of God endthe decdin Christ shdl risefirst:” 1 T hessdonians
4:16.

“For | know that my redeemer liveth, ond that he shdl stond a the laiter day upon the
eath: And though dfter my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shdl | see Goa
Whom | shdl see for mysdf, ond mine eyes shdl lbehold, ond not enother; though my reins be
consumed withinme.” Job 19:25-27.

"Before the LORD: for he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth: he shdl judge
the world with righteousness, and the people with his truth.” Psalms 96:13.

"Our God shdl come, ond shdl not kegp silence: afire shdl devour before him, ond it
shall be very tempestuous round abbout him.” Psalms 50:3.

His going away wos witnesses by only a few, but how dfferent will e His return!
Everyone will see Him then, The Pamos prophet dederes: "Behald, he cometh with douck;
ond every eye shdl see him, ond they dso which pierced him: ond dl kindbecs of the earth
shdl wal because of him. Even so, Amen.” Revddion 1:7. His coming will not be in a
corngr; it will be worldwide. It will not be a8 a seaet rapture it will e viside. “Every eye
shdl see HIm.” “T hen if ony mon shdl say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there bdieve it
not. . . . Whaefore if they shdl say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth:
behold, he is in the seaet dhambars; bdieve it not. For o the lightning cometh out of the
ecst, ond shineth even unto the west; so shdl dso the coming of the Son of mon be”
Matthew 24.23-27.

Christ’s second coming will be in person. “This some Jesus” is coming bak. His
coming will e just s literd s wos His going anay.  “In like monner” His coming will e
viside. “Every eye shdl see Him.” Just ¢ truly o6 humon eyes gared heavenward ond
watdhed Him cscend, just s surdy will humon eyes ogain gaze heavenward ond see Him ¢s
He returns the second time. T his will ke the shout of triumph of God's people on that god
tomorrow.  “Lo, this is our God we have waited for him, ond he will save us: this is the
LORD; we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation.™ Isaiah 25:9.

Thae ae a lecst two very cfinite purposes in the second coming of Christ.  First,
Christ wonts His people where He is. "I will come agan, end recsive you unto Mysdlf;  that
where | am, there ye may be dso.” Just s heaven without Christ would not be heaven to
God's people, no more would it be heaven to Christ without His people. So He is coming to
recaive His own. "In thy presence is fullness of joy; a thy right hond there are plecsures for
evamore.” Psdms 16:11. “And they shdl see his faoe and his name shdl ke in ther
foreheads.” Revelation 22:4.
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Seoond, Heis coming to gve rewads to those who have been fathful. “And, behold,
| come auickly; ond my rewardis with me, to gve every mon aooordng s his work shdl be.”
Revelation 22:12.

Mon's aoogptonce of Christ ond his service for Him is not in van.,  We aonnot
enumerdte dl the rewarcs of the fathful followers of Christ. “But ¢s it is written, Eye hath not
seen, nor ex head, nathe have entered into the heat of man, the things which God hath
prepaed for them that love him.” 1 Corinthions 2:9.  Nothing in dlI this world should so
quicken our interest as the secondcoming of Christ.

The ged mgority of people had no time or place for Christ a His first advent. They
shut Him out of the inn ond acowded Him out of thar hearts. It will be no dfferent with the
masses when He comes to the earth the second time. To them He comes ¢ a thief —
suadenly, unexpectedy. “Of the times ond the sesons, brethren, ye have no need that |
write you. For yourselves know perfedly that the doy of the Lord so cometh o8 athief in the
night.” 1 Thessdonians 5:1, 2. His second coming will be a ged surprise to most people.
It is The unexpedted that surprises us.

T hose who put the second coming of the Saviour out of their redkoning will dscover
when too Ide that they ae unprepaed  One of the most impressive pen pidtures portraying
the dstress ond confusion of lost people is gven by the prophet John. “And the kings of the
eath, ondthe gea men, ondthe rich men, ond the chief agptans, and the mighty men, ond
evary bondnen, ond every free mon, hid themsdves in the dens ond in the rocks of the
mountans; Andsadto the mountans ondrodks, Fdl on us, ond hide us from the face of him
that sitteth on the throne, ond from the wrath of the Lamo For the ged doy of his wrath is
come;, ond who shdl ke dde to stond?” Revdation 6:15-17.  They proy, but it is too Idte.
They hice themsdves, but to no avdl. They ae lost ond they know it. They ay to the
mountans and rocks to fdl on them. They proy to e hidden “from the faoe of Him that
sitteth on the throne.” What a sad picture when it could have been so different!

Christ will have a churah that is wating ond watching for Him.  His coming will not e
asurprise to them, they will be expedting Him. T hey will have heeded Christ’s admnonition
ond mace the neasssay prepardion. "Waah therefore for ye know not what hour your
Lord doth come. @3) But know this, that if the goodmaon of the house had known in what
watdh the thief would come, he would have watched, ond would not have suffered his house
1o be lroken up. @4) Theefore ke ye dso ready: for in such on hour ¢s ye think not the Son
of man cometh.” Matthew 24:42-44,

Friend, will you be ready?

HOLD FAST
TILL | COME

Sweet promise is given to all who believe—
"Behaold, | come quickly, Mine own fo receive;
Holdfast till | come, the danger is great;
Slegp not as do others; be watachful and wait.”

We'll “watch unto prayer “ with lamps burning bright;
He comes to all others a “thief in the night.”
We know He is near, but know not theday —
As spring shows that summer is not far away.

Yes! this is our hope, 'tis built on His Word —
The glorious appeaing of Jesus, our Lorad;
Of promises all, it stands as the sum:
"Behold, | come quickly; hold fast till | come
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—F.E. Belden.
CHAPTER 11

PREPARE FOR THE BEST

PREPARATION is usudly for some goproaching adomity. Seldom do we prepare for

the best. Life is pretty mudh of a batfle ond a maah from the aade to the gave — one
confinuous warfae,  Since the worst usudly follows toattles, our philosophy of life is to
prepare for one adamity oter another. This is the stride with which most people go through
life.

But God would have you preoare for the best. He hos something good in store for
you, if you will but make the necsssary prepardtion to recsive it, It will come only to those
who ae pregoaed  What is this good thing for which we ae to pregpae? The ondent
prophet Amos gives us the chdlengng invitdion, “Prepare to meet thy God.”

This is not something tha acon e brushed cside without considerction. T he fads
remain tha every soul will some doy meet God face to face. In order thah we might mest Him
in peaxe, ond recsive a His hand a wacome info heaven itsdlf, we must e prepaed To
meset Him unprepared is simply 1o e lost, to be aost for ever away from His presence. T his
which indeed is infended s the best, will e to the unprepared the worst adamity ever 1o
befdl them.

On one oaxsion God aome down to this world ond hed a mesting with the people.
He spoke to them. T he place ond the hour had dl been aronged by God Himsdf. “And the
LORD sdd unto Moses, Go unto the people, ond sondify them to doy ondto morrow, ond let
them wesh their dothes, And e ready ogainst the third doy: for the third doy the LORD will
come down in the sight of dl the people upon mount Sind. And thou shdt sef bounds unto
the people round doout, saying, T ke heed to yourselves, that ye go not up into the mount,
or toudh the border of it: whosoever toucheth the mount shdl e surdy put to death: There
shdl not on hond touch it, but he shdl surdly ke stoned, or shot through; whether it e becst
or man, it shdl not live: when the trumpet soundeth long, they shdl come up to the mount.”
Exodus 19:10-13.

This wos no ordnay mesting God wos 1o be the specker, ond aoreful pregparation
had to ke made.  God had something good to tdl them ond they must be prepaed At lost
the hour for this ged copointment come. “And Moses krought forth the people out of the
camp to meet with God; and they stood at the nether part of the mount.” Exodus 19:17.

T he chilaren of Isrod in a ged compony marched toward Mount Sind. Had onyone
osked, "Where ae you going?” he would have been told, "To meet with God” Wha a
solermn thought!

The pregparation for this mesting where God spoke His low wos impressive ond
importont. But there is onother mesting tha God has adled, of perhgos gedrer importance,
o which you aeinvited T his, too, adls for aspedd prepardion. It is on invitation 1o mest
God.

The best dways comes s on opportunity.  The history of the world is a sad
commentay on its lak of prgoaration for the best.  The world missed a gear opportunity
when Christ acome to this earth o the Messich.  Instead of recaiving Him, they audfied Him.
"He aome unto his own, ond his own recsived him not.” John 1:11. T hey simply would not
receive the best.

Good things are usudly optiond. T his is true of the best — Christ; we aon tcke Him
or leave Him. Good things never forae themsdaves upon uws. Nether will Christ.  Good
things invite us. So does Christ. "Come unto me, dl ye that Idoour ond are heavy laden, ond
| will give you rest.” Matthew 11:28.

Some doy, ond not in the dm dstont future ether, Christ is coming lbadk to this earth.
Heis comingfor His people. "Andif | go ond pregpare aplace for you, | will come ogan, ond
recsive you unto mysdf; that where | am, there ye may e dso.” John 14:3. Those who
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make the neasssay prepadion will e ready to recsive Him.  In one of the most gipping
stories ever told by Christ, the padde of the ten virgns, He beadifuly illustraes the
prepardion that is necsssary and how important it is to e ready.

"Then shdl the kingdom of heaven ke likened unto ten virgns, which took their
lomps, ond went forth to meet the kridegroom.” Matthew 25:1. T his group of grls presented
a feednding picdure o they joyfully went forth to join the bridd paty. They dl looked
forwad to the joyous ocosion with plessure, ond dl gopaently had made the same
prepadions. They dl had lomps. Outwardy they were dl dike. T he padde says of these
fen virgns, “And five of them were wise, ond five were foodlish. T hey tha were fodlish took
ther lomps, ond took no ail with them: But the wise took ail in thar vessds with their lamps.
While the bridegroom taried, they all slumbered and slept.” Matthew 25:2-5.

T he dfference in these grls wos not in thar outward gopearonae, but in something
dse thar dossed five of them ¢s foolish. It wos not in a mistcken event. They had dl gone
forth on the some mission, to the some place. T har oective wes one.  If onyone had csked
any of the ten where they were going, they would have onswered that they were going to the
some weddng paty. Thdr infentions were the some. So it wos something dse tha dossed
five s wise ond five s foolish. What wes it? The dfference wes in the preparation tha had
been mace. Five were recdy — they were wise. Five were unready — they were foolish, It
seams strange that people should exped some geat event ond know that it requires acertan
preparation, yet come right up to the very hour without the neasssary preparation.

T hese five fodlish virgns “took no oil with them.” Lamps will not burn without oil.
Nothing but dorkness could follow, ond the result weos fragc Beaause they fdled to prepare
they were left behind — they missed everything They may have intended to mcke the
required prepar aion, but good intentions never save anyone. Only actions count with God.

While waiting a the roassice for the bridd party dl ten virgns fdl cslegp. Wating
fimeis dwaoys had “Anda michight there was aay made, Behald, the brideg oom cometh;
Qo ye out to meet him.” Matthew 25:6. They dl sprong to their feet, hurriedy lighted ther
lamps, ond made ready to join the proasssion. “Then dl those virgns aose, ond frimmed
thar lomps.” Matthew 25:7. The laomps of the wise burned krightly, but those of the foadlish
acst only a feede ray, then sputtered ond went out.  They neseded dil ond they neseced it
bady. “And the foolish sdd unto the wise, Give us of your ail; for our lomps cre gone out.”
Matthew 25:8.

Buf the five wise virgns had only enough ail for themselves. "But the wise onswered,
saying, Nof so; lest there be not enough for us ond you: but go ye rather to them tha sdll,
and buy for yourselves.” Matthew 25:9.

Frontiadly the five fodlish virgns tried to seaure ail, but it wos too Iae. They had
wdted too long  While they were seaching for ail, the bridd party acome ond possed by.
"And while they went to buy, the bridegoom come ond they tha were ready went in with
him to the marriage: and the door was shut.” Matthew 25:10.

T he point end purpose in this pardde is expressed by Christ in these worcs”  “Waach
therefore, for ye know nethe the doy nor the hour wherein the Son of mon cometh.”
Matthew 25:13. T he coming of the bridegoom in the padde represents the second coming
of Christ. Those who make the required prepardion will e the ones who are ready to go
home with Him. T hose who wat oo long will e left behind — lost. T he way to be ready for
His coming is to e ready now. More importont than knowing the doy or hour of His
gopearing is it to know tha every doy ond hour we ae ready. How you spend today will
cetermine where you will spend fomorrow. We shdl dl go in the door for which we ae
reoady.

The thing tha will prevent people from baing prepared to mest God is sin. Christ
aome o save sinners, but He will never toke a sinful mon to heaven.  We must separate
ourseves from sin that we may e ready to mest Him who acome to save us from sin. “And
she shdl kring forth ason, ond thou shdt adl his name JESUS: for he shdl save his people
from their sins.” Matthew 1:21.
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T he question naturdly arises: What is sin? If it will bar the way to heaven, if it will
prevent us from being ready to meet God, how canwe get rid of it?

The New Testoment gves us this definition of sin.  “Whosoever committeth sin
fransgesseth dso the low: for sin is the fronsgession of the law.” 1 John 3:4. To kreck the
Ten Commondments is to commit sin.  This is illustrated in these verses of Saipture by
onother New T estoment writer: “For whosoever shdl kegp the whole law, ond yet offend in
one point, heis quilty of dl. For he that sad, Do not commit adultery, sadd dso, Do not Kkill.
Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou ot kbecome a tronsgessor of the low.”
James 2:10,11. So the violation of God’s law is sin.

The low of God paints out sin. It tdls us when we do wrong T he low itsef aonnot
save ocnyone. But those who would e recdy to meet Christ when He comes agan should
aserve the Ten Commonadments.

When we do wrong we sin.  From the very lbegnning of fime this prindple hcs been
recognized Long before the Ten Commondments were gven in written form it wcs
recognized tha to do wrong is sin.  “If thou doest well, shdt thou not e coogpted? ond if
thou doest not well, sin lieth a the door. And unto thee shdl e his desire, ond thou shdt rule
over him.” Genesis 4:7.

There ae sins of omission o6 wal o8 of commission. One may e just o bad ¢s the
other. Not only is it asin to do wrong, but it is asin when we fdl to do that which we know
Godrequires. This most impressive starement comes ringng down to us from the bbegnning
of the Christion Era, ond it is just cs frue now s when the Apostle James uttered it centuries
ao: "Theefore to him that knoweth to do good, ond doeth it not, to him it is sin.” James
4:17.

T his earnest, honest ooped  should go up to God from every heat: “Lord, wha wilt
thou have me to do?” .Ads 9:6 This is what the Apostle Paul csked when he come face to
face with the Lord on the Damosaus road God made duty pldn to him. He dways does.
Our dffiadlty is not so much in knowing what we should do, but in doing what we know we
should.

There is no sustitute for obedence. With God that is the only thing that matters.
From the aoys of Adom until now God has expedted obedence from His children.  If this is
not true, God does not mean what He says.

God is portiader, but His commonds ae recsoncde.  If we sincerdy love Him, our
gedtest joy will e found in ooeying Him.  "If ye love me, kegp my commandments.” John
14:15.

T hose who will not ooey will e lost.  If the Bide teaches any truth it is this:  When
Christ refurns the second time, it will e the dsolbedent who will be undde to look upon Him
and live. They ae 1o be dsstroyed by the brightness of His coming  “And then shdl thar
Widked e reveded, whom the Lord shdl consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shdl
aestroy with the krightness of his coming” 2 T hessdonians 2:8. It is the dsobedent who will
fed the fury of His vengeonce. “And to you who ae trouded rest with us, when the Lord
Jesus shdl e reveded from heaven with his mighty angdls, In floming fire tcking vengeonce
on them tha know not God, ond tha olbey not the gospd of our Lord Jesus Christ:” 2
Thessdonians 1:7, 8.

T he obedent will ke ready to meet Christ when He comes. T o them the gates of
heaven open wice. "If ye e willing ond obedient, ye shdl eat the good of the lonad” Isdch
1:19. If you would wdk the golden streets of tha goody lond, you must wdk in obedence
the paths of duty in this world  There is no heaven, no efernd life, for those who will not
obey Him.

Friend, are you recdy to meset Him? Heis coming soon. If you have not dready done
SO, gve Him your heat now ond aocospt Him ¢ your persond Saviour.  Covenont to keegp
His commondments ond e reaxdy to go to those mansions doove when He comes.  "He
which festifieth these things sath, Surdy | come quidkly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. Revelation 22:20, 21.
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